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RATIONALE 
M a n y co l leges a n d univers i t ies in the Sta te have es tab l i sh ed 
p u b l i c s a f e t y d e p a r t m e n t s t o h a n d l e a n u m b e r o f 
s a f e t y - a n d p o l i c e - r e l a t e d dut ies on c a m p u s . The scope of 
respons ib i l i t y va r ies f r o m one inst i tu t ion to ano the r a n d 
ranges f r o m e n f o r c e m e n t of c a m p u s t ra f f i c o r d i n a n c e s to 
inves t iga t ion o f m u r d e r s a n d rapes t h a t have o c c u r r e d on 
c a m p u s . Most of these co l leges a n d universi t ies w o r k w i t h 
the loca l sher i f f 's d e p a r t m e n t to p r o v i d e l a w e n f o r c e m e n t 
on c a m p u s . Desp i te these a r r a n g e m e n t s , inc idents h a v e 
occu r red on c a m p u s e s w h e r e it w a s not c lear w h e t h e r the 
c a m p u s po l ice or the loca l po l i ce a g e n c y h a d ju r i sd ic t ion 
over t he m a t t e r . Some p e o p l e be l i eve tha t g o v e r n i n g 
b o a r d s o f pub l i c co l leges a n d un ivers i t ies should b e a b l e 
to e m p o w e r the i r c a m p u s po l i ce o f f i ce rs w i t h the s a m e 
au thor i t y tha t p e a c e a n d po l i ce o f f i ce rs cur rent ly possess 
under State l a w , s ince these o f f i ce rs a r e the p r i m a i y po l i ce 
a g e n c y on c a m p u s . 

CONTENT 
The b i l l w o u l d c r e a t e a n ac t t o : 

• E m p o w e r g o v e r n i n g b o a r d s o f p u b l i c f o u r - y e a r h i g h e r 
' . e d u c a t i o n i n s t i t u t i o n s to ves t t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s ' p u b l i c 

s a f e t y o f f i c e r s w i t h t h e s a m e p o w e r s a n d a u t h o r i t y as 
g r a n t e d b y l a w to p e a c e a n d p o l i c e o f f i ce r s . 

• P e r m i t p u b l i c s a f e t y o f f i ce r s t o e n f o r c e S ta te l a w a s 
w e l l a s o r d i n a n c e s o f a n i n s t i t u t i o n . 

• E s t a b l i s h t h e j u r i s d i c t i o n o f t h e p u b l i c s a f e t y o f f i c e r s . 
• Set m i n i m u m e m p l o y m e n t s t a n d a r d s fo r p u b l i c s a f e t y 

o f f i c e r s . 

Powers a n d Au tho r i t y 

Under the b i l l , t he g o v e r n i n g b o a r d o f cont ro l of a pub l i c 
f ou r - yea r inst i tu t ion o f h igher e d u c a t i o n , c r e a t e d u n d e r 
Ar t ic le V i l l of the 1963 State Cons t i t u t i on , cou ld vest the 
pub l ic sa fe ty o f f i ce rs o f the ins t i tu t ion w i t h the same p o w e r s 
a n d au thor i t y as g r a n t e d by l a w to p e a c e a n d po l i ce 
o f f i ce rs , to e n a b l e the pub l i c sa fe t y o f f i ce rs to en fo r ce Sta te 
l a w a n d the o r d i n a n c e s a n d regu la t i ons of the ins t i tu t ion 

Public sa fe ty o f f i ce rs ves ted w i t h the powers a n d a u t h o r i t y 
° f p e a c e a n d po l i ce o f f i cers w o u l d be cons ide red p e a c e 
of f icers of the Sta te a n d w o u l d h a v e the au thor i ty of po l i ce 
o f f i ce rs as p r o v i d e d unde r the M i c h i g a n Vehic le C o d e . 

Jur isd jc t jon 

The jur isd ic t ion o f pub l i c sa fe ty o f f i c e r s , vested w i t h ir.e 
p o w e r s a n d au tho r i t y p resc r i bed in the b i l l , w o u l d i nc l ude 

- a l l p r o p e r t y o w n e d or leased b y the inst i tut ion or the 
g o v e r n i n g b o a r d o f con t ro l , w h e r e v e r the p r o p e r t y w a s 
s i tua ted in the Sta te This ju r isd ic t ion w o u l d ex tend to a n y 

-_ pub l i c r ight o f w a y t ravers ing or i m m e d i a t e l y con t i guous 
to the p r o p e r t y . The |ur isd ic t ion c o u l d be ex tended by State 
' a w g o v e r n i n g p e a c e o f f i c e r s , i f a u t h o r i z e d b y t h e 

- g o v e r n i n g b o a r d o f con t ro l . 

E m p l o y m e n t S tandards 

Public s a f e t y of f icers v e s t e d w i t h the p o w e r * a n d author i ty 
p r e s c r i b e d in the bi l l w o u l d be requ i red* 3&s «9ft» ' the 
m i n i m u m e m p l o y m e n t s t a n d a r d s of the M i c h i g a n Law 
E n f o r c e m e n t Of f icers T r a i n i n g Counci l Ac t . 

FISCAL IMPACT 
The b i l l w o u l d have no f i s c a l impact on S t a t e or local 
g o v e r n m e n t . 

ARGUMENTS 
Supporting Argument 
A n u m b e r of h igher e d u c a t i o n institutions in t h e S ta te , such 
as O a k l a n d Universi ty, G r a n d Val ley State C o l l e g e , ond 
Cen t ra l M i c h i g a n Un ivers i t y , have sought t h e au thor i t y to 
e m p o w e r the i r publ ic s a f e t y o f f i cers wi th t he s a m e powers 
a n d a u t h o r i t y as g r a n t e d b y l a w to p e a c e a n d police 
o f f i ce rs . C a m p u s po l i ce o f t e n are be t te r p r e p a r e d to 
h a n d l e inc idents tha t h a v e t a k e n p lace o n t h e campus , 
r a t h e r t h a n o f f i c e r s f r o m t h e l o c a l c o u n t y s h e r i f f ' s 
d e p a r t m e n t , since c a m p u s po l i ce are the p r i m a r y police 
a g e n c y a t the inst i tu t ion. Y e t , t he bil l w o u l d n o t < i e g a t e the 
u l t i m a t e author i ty of a sher i f f ' s d e p a r t m e n t over the 
c a m p u s nor restrict the c a m p u s pol ice in s e e k i n g assistance 
f r o m t h e loca l sher i f f 's d e p a r t m e n t . F u r t h e r m o r e , some 
sher i f f ' s d e p a r t m e n t s r e p o r t e d l y a re e x p e r i e n c i n g di f f icul ty 
in o b t a i n i n g l iabi l i ty p r o t e c t i o n fo r off icers w h o h a n d l e colls 
on c o l l e g e a n d universi ty c a m p u s e s . The b i l l w o u l d remove 
p o t e n t i a l l iab i l i ty p r o b l e m s f o r sheriff 's d e p a r t m e n t s . 

Supporting Argument 
The bi l l does not go as f a r as ear l ier l e g i s l a t i v e a t tempts , 
w h i c h w o u l d have a l l o w e d b o a r d s of con t ro l t o g r a n t their 
pub l .c s a f e t v off icers the s a m e author i ty as d e p u t y sheriffs 
a n d the p o w e r to serve w r i t s . Fur thermore, c o l l e g e boards 
of c o n t r o l w o u l d be p e r m i t t e d , bu t not r e q u i r e d , t o increase 
the p o w e r o f their pub l i c s a f e t y of f icers. T h u s , institutions 
tha t d i d not f i nd this e m p o w e r m e n t necessa ry w o u l d not 
have to c h a n g e thei r c u r r e n t p rocedures f o r hir ing or 
t r a i n i n g . 

Supporting Argument 
Public s a f e t y of f icers v e s t e d w i t h powers a n d authority 
p r e s c r i b e d in the bil l w o u l d b e requi red to m e e t min imum 
e m p l o y m e n t s tandards o f t h e M ich igan L a w f n f o r c e m e n t 
O f f i c e r s Tra in ing Counc i l A c t . Under t h a t - A c t , the Law 
E n f o r c e m e n t Counci l is c h a r g e d wi th p r e p a r i n g min imum 
e m p l o y m e n t s t a n d a r d s d e a l i n g w i t h t h e . p h y s i c a l , 
e d u c a t i o n a l , men ta l , a n d m o r a l fitness o f a p o l i c e of f icer, 
as w e l l as a p p r o v a l o f p o l i c e t r a i n i n g s c h o o l s , and 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t of m i n i m u m courses of study a n d a t tendance 
r e q u i r e m e n t s , a m o n g o t h e r requ i remen ts . I f c a m p u s police 
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officers were given additional powers and authority as 
granted by law to peace and police officers, they should 
have to meet training standards that must be met by other 
local police agencies. 

Opposing Argument 
Public safety officers empowered with this new authority 
could overlap or duplicate services already provided by 
local law enforcement agencies. 

Legislative Analyst: L. Arasim 
Fiscal Analyst: li. Jeffries 

This analysis was prepared by nonpaitisan Senate si.ill tin use h\ 
the Senate in its deliberations and does not consliluie an ollici.il 
statement of legislative intent. 
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