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Introduced by Reps. Hickner, Brown, Perry Bullard, DeMars and Walberg

ENROLLED HOUSE BILL No. 5947

AN ACT to amend section 44 of Act No. 280 of the Public Acts of 1939, entitled as amended “An act to
protect the welfare of the people of this state; to provide general assistance, hospitalization, infirmary and
medical care to poor or unfortunate persons; to provide for compliance by this state with the social security act;
to provide protection, welfare and services to aged persons, dependent children, the blind, and the permanently
and totally disabled; to administer programs and services for the prevention and treatment of delinquency,
dependency and neglect of children; to create a state department of social services; to prescribe the powers and
duties of the department; to provide for the interstate and intercounty transfer of dependents; to create county
and district departments of social services; to create within certain county departments, bureaus of social aid
and certain divisions and offices thereunder; to prescribe the powers and duties of the departments, bureaus
and officers; to provide for appeals in certain cases; to prescribe the powers and duties of the state department
with respect to county and district departments; to prescribe certain duties of certain other state departments,
officers, and agencies; to make an appropriation; to prescribe penalties for the violation of the provisions of this
act; and to repeal certain parts of this act on specific dates,” as added by Act No. 184 of the Public Acts of 1987,
being section 400.44 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

Section 1. Section 44 of Act No. 280 of the Public Acts of 1939, as added by Act No. 184 of the Public Acts of
1987, being section 400.44 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 44. (1) The state department shall pay a fee to an attorney or other competent professional who
represents a person in obtaining benefits from the federal social security administration in a proceeding
establishing retroactive benefits for that person under the supplemental security income for the aged, blind,
and disabled program, title XVI of the social security act, 42 U.S.C. 1381 to 1883c. The department shall pay a
fee under this section only if the proceeding results in direct reimbursement to the department of interim
assistance paid to the person for the period covered by the award. Direct reimbursement means a lump sum
payment to the department from the social security administration or from the person who received the interim
assistance. A fee shall not be paid under this section for a reimbursement that results from an initial
determination only, and a fee paid shall not exceed the amount of interim assistance reimbursed to the state
pursuant to that proceeding. The fee paid by the state under this section in any individual proceeding shall be
determined based on the amount billed and the amount of reimbursed interim assistance. If the reimbursement
for interim assistance is $500.00 or less, the fee shall be the lesser of the amount billed or the amount
reimbursed to the department. If the reimbursement for interim assistance is $500.01 to $2,000.00, the fee shall
be the lesser of the amount billed or $500.00. If the reimbursement for interim assistance exceeds $2,000.00, the
fee shall be the lesser of the amount billed or 25% of the reimbursement. A fee paid under this section shall
constitute full payment for services rendered.
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(2) As used in this section:
(a) “Interim assistance” means general assistance paid to a person during the period covered by the award.

{(b) “Other competent professional” means a person who has demonstrated a professional competence in, and
a working knowledge of, social security law and regulations under titles II and XVI of the social security act,
and who is trained to represent persons in appeals before the social security administration.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Secretary of the Senate.
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Governor.
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