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AN ACT to amend sections 11 and 13 of Act No. 160 of the Public Acts of 1976, entitled “An act to provide 

certificates of title for watercraft; to regulate transfers of watercraft; to prescribe powers and duties; and to 
provide penalties,” being sections 281.1211 and 281.1213 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

Section 1. Sections 11 and 13 of Act No. 160 of the Public Acts of 1976, being sections 281.1211 and 281.1213 
of the Michigan Compiled Laws, are amended to read as follows:

Sec. 11. (1) The secretary of state may issue a certificate of title for a watercraft to a person who complies 
with subsection (2) or (3) if the transfer of ownership of that watercraft is any of the following:

(a) By operation of law including, but not limited to, inheritance, devise, bequest, order in bankruptcy, 
insolvency, replevin, or execution of sale.

(b> By sale to satisfy a storage or repair charge.
(c) By repossession upon default in performance of the terms of a security agreement.
(d) Pursuant to subsection (3).
(2) A person applying for a certificate of title under this section shall do all of the following:
(a) Surrender to the secretary of state either a valid certificate of title or the manufacturer’s or importer’s 

certificate for the watercraft or, if surrender of a certificate for that watercraft is not possible, present proof 
satisfactory to the secretary of state of the applicant’s ownership of and right of possession to the watercraft.

(b) Pay the fee prescribed in section 10.
(c) Present to the secretary of state an application for certificate of title.
(3) A person may petition the secretary of state for a certificate or certificates of title for 1 or more 

registered watercraft that the person does not own, if each of the following circumstances exists:
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(a) The record owner of the registered watercraft dies without leaving other property that requires the 
procurement of letters of administration or letters of authority under the revised probate code, Act No. 642 of 
the Public Acts of 1978, being sections 700.1 to 700.993 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(b) The total value of the deceased owner’s interest in all watercraft subject to the petition for a certificate or 
certificates of title under this section is $100,000.00 or less.

(c) The person petitioning for a certificate or certificates of title under this section is 1 of the following, in the 
following order of priority:

(i) The surviving spouse of the watercraft owner.
(ii) A person entitled to the certificate or certificates of title pursuant to section 106 of the revised probate 

code, Act No. 642 of the Public Acts of 1978, being section 700.106 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.
(d) The person who petitions for a certificate of title under this section furnishes the secretary of state with 

proof satisfactory to the secretary of state of each of the following:
(i) The death of the owner of each watercraft for which a certificate of title is sought.
(ii) The petitioner’s priority to receive the decedent’s interest in each watercraft for which a certificate of 

title is sought.
(4) A certification by the person, or agent of the person, to whom possession of the watercraft passed, that 

sets forth the facts entitling that person to possession and ownership of the watercraft, together with a copy of 
the journal entry, court order, instrument, or other document upon which the claim of possession and ownership 
is founded, are satisfactory proof of ownership and right of possession. If the applicant cannot produce proof of 
ownership, the applicant may apply to the secretary of state for a certificate of title and submit evidence that 
establishes that person’s ownership interest in the watercraft. If the secretary of state finds the evidence 
sufficient, the secretary of state may issue to that person a certificate of title for that watercraft. The office of 
secretary of state shall examine the records in its possession and, if it determines from that examination that a 
lien is on the watercraft, and if the applicant fails to provide satisfactory evidence of extinction of the lien, the 
secretary of state shall furnish a certificate of title that contains a statement of the lien.

Sec. 13. (1) If certificate of title is lost, mutilated, or becomes illegible, the person to whom that certificate of 
title was issued shall apply to the secretary of state for a duplicate copy of the certificate of title upon a form 
prescribed by the secretary of state and accompanied by the fee prescribed by section 10. The applicant shall 
certify the application. Upon an applicant’s compliance with this section, the secretary of state shall issue to 
that applicant a duplicate copy of the certificate of title that contains the legend, “This is a duplicate certificate 
and may be subject to the rights of a person under the original certificate”. A purchaser of watercraft who 
obtains title to the watercraft through a duplicate copy of the watercraft’s certificate of title acquires only those 
rights in the watercraft that the holder of the duplicate certificate of title had. At the time of purchase, a 
watercraft purchaser may require the seller to indemnify the purchaser and subsequent purchasers of the 
watercraft against a loss which the purchaser or subsequent purchasers may suffer by reason of a claim 
presented upon the original certificate of title. If the original certificate of title is recovered by the owner, the 
owner shall immediately surrender it to the secretary of state for cancellation.

(2) The secretary of state is not required to issue a duplicate of a lost watercraft certificate of title at the time 
ownership of the watercraft is being transferred if each of the following conditions is met:

(a) The transferor personally appears before an authorized representative of the secretary of state and does 
each of the following:

(i) Provides evidence of the transferor’s identity and ownership interest in the watercraft that is satisfactory 
to the authorized representative of the secretary of state.

(ii) Pays the fee required under section 10.
(b) The transferee or the transferee’s representative accompanies the transferor in appearing before the 

authorized agent of the secretary of state and does each of the following:
(i) Applies for an original certificate of title for the watercraft.
(ii) Provides evidence of the transferee’s identity that is satisfactory to the authorized representative of the 

secretary of state.
(Hi) Pays the fee required under section 10.
(3) If a duplicate certificate of title is not required for the transfer of a watercraft under subsection (2), the 

secretary of state shall maintain a record specifying that ownership of the watercraft was transferred without a 
surrender of the watercraft’s certificate of title.

(4) As used in this section, “transfer” or “transferred” includes a conveyance, assignment, and gift.
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This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Secretary of the Senate.

Approved........................................................................

Governor.
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