
HOUSE BILL No. 4357
February 21, 1991, Introduced by Rep. Willis Bullard and referred 

to the Committee on Taxation.

A bill to amend section 37 of Act No. 186 of the Public Acts

of 1973, entitled

"Tax tribunal act,"

as amended by Act No. 23 of the Public Acts of 1987, being 

section 205.737 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

1 Section 1. Section 37 of Act No. 186 of the Public Acts of

2 1973, as amended by Act No. 23 of the Public Acts of 1987, being

3 section 205.737 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, is amended to read

4 as follows:

5 Sec. 37. (1) In arriving at its determination of a lawful

6 property assessment, the tribunal shall multiply its finding of

7 true cash value by a percentage equal to the ratio of the average

8 level of assessment in relation to true cash values in the

9 assessment district.
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1 (2) The lawful a s s e s s m e n t  as d e t e r m i n e d  by the t r i b u n a l  is

2 s u b j e c t  to e q u a l i z a t i o n  and shall be e q u a l i z e d  by a p p l i c a t i o n  of

3 the e q u a l i z a t i o n  factor --w h i e h  T H A T  is u n i f o r m l y  a p p l i c a b l e  in

4 the a s s e s s m e n t  d i s t r i c t  for the year in question, which, af t e r

5 e q u a l i z a t i o n ,  shall not exc e e d  50% of the true cash va l u e  of the

6 p r o p e r t y  on the a s s e s s m e n t  date.

7 (3) The p e t i t i o n e r  has the b u r d e n  of pr o o f  in e s t a b l i s h i n g

8 the true c a s h  va l u e  of the property, and the a s s e s s i n g  a g e n c y  has

9 the b u r d e n  of pr o o f  in e s t a b l i s h i n g  the ratio of the a v e r a g e

10 level of a s s e s s m e n t s  in relation to true cash v a l u e s  in the

11 a s s e s s m e n t  d i s t r i c t  and the e q u a l i z a t i o n  factor w h i c h  T H A T  was

12 u n i f o r m l y  a p p l i e d  in the a s s e s s m e n t  d i s t r i c t  for the year in

13 q u e s t i o n .

14 (4) If s u b s e q u e n t  to the filing of the p e t i t i o n  the t a x p a y e r

15 p a i d  a d d i t i o n a l  taxes as a result of the u n l a w f u l  a s s e s s m e n t s  on

16 the same pro p e r t y ,  or if in s u b s e q u e n t  years u n l a w f u l  a s s e s s m e n t s

17 w e r e  m a d e  a g a i n s t  the same property, the taxpayer, af t e r  p r o t e s t

18 b e f o r e  the b o a r d  of r e view and not later than the f i l i n g  d e a d l i n e

19 as p r e s c r i b e d  by sec t i o n  35(2), except as p r o v i d e d  by s u b s e c t i o n s

20 (5) a n d  (7), m a y  a mend his or her p e t i t i o n  to join all of his or

21 her c l a i m s  for lawful a s s e s s m e n t  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d  for r e f u n d  by

22 r e a s o n  of p a y m e n t s  based on the u n l a w f u l  a s s e s s m e n t s .  A n y  s u m

23 d e t e r m i n e d  by the tribunal to have be e n  u n l a w f u l l y  p a i d  shall

24 bear i n t e r e s t  f r o m  the date of p a y m e n t  to the da t e  of j u d g m e n t

25 a n d  the j u d g m e n t  shall bear interest to date of its p a y ment.

26 I n t e r e s t  r e q u i r e d  by this s u b s e c t i o n  shall a c c r u e  for p e r i o d s

27 b e f o r e  A p r i l  1, 1982 at a rate of 6% per year, shall a c c r u e  for
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1 p e r i o d s  after M a r c h  31, 1982 but b efore A p r i l  1, 1985 at a rate

2 of 12% per year, an d  shall a c c r u e  for p e r i o d s  after M a r c h  31,

3 1985 at a rate of 9% per year.

4 (5) If the res i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y  and small c l a i m s  d i v i s i o n  of

5 the t r i b u n a l  has j u r i s d i c t i o n  over a p e t i t i o n  that the t a x p a y e r

6 se e k s  to a m e n d  to include an a s s e s s m e n t  d i s p u t e  for 1 or m o r e

7 s u b s e q u e n t  years, the following -s h a l l - apply:

8 (a) The taxpayer need not have p r o t e s t e d  those a s s e s s m e n t s

9 he or she seeks to include b efore the bo a r d  of review.

10 (b) I n s t e a d  of the d e a d l i n e  p r o v i d e d  by s u b s e c t i o n  (4), the

11 t a x p a y e r  m a y  a m e n d  his or her p e t i t i o n  by a m o t i o n  fi l e d  w i t h i n  7

12 da y s  af t e r  m a i l i n g  of the notice of the hea r i n g  on the p e t i t i o n

13 b e i n g  amended, or not later than 20 days be f o r e  the d a t e  set for

14 the h e a r i n g  on the p e t i t i o n  being amended, w h i c h e v e r  d a t e- is

15 t-he later.

16 (6) The no t i c e  of the he a r i n g  on a p e t i t i o n  shall i n c l u d e  a

17 s t a t e m e n t  a d v i s i n g  the p e t i t i o n e r  of the right to a m e n d  his or

18 her p e t i t i o n  to include a s s e s s m e n t  d i s p u t e s  for s u b s e q u e n t  ye a r s

19 as p r o v i d e d  by s u b s e c t i o n s  (4) and (5).

20 (7) If the final e q u a l i z a t i o n  m u l t i p l i e r  for the tax year

21 e x c e e d s  the t e n t a t i v e  m u l t i p l i e r  used in p r e p a r i n g  the a s s e s s m e n t

22 n o t i c e  an d  as a result of a c t i o n  of the state b o a r d  of e q u a l i z a -

23 ti o n  or c o u n t y  bo a r d  of c o m m i s s i o n e r s  a t a x p a y e r ' s  a s s e s s m e n t  as

24 e q u a l i z e d  is in excess of 50% of true cash value, that ■ p er s -o-n-

25 T A X P A Y E R  m a y  a ppeal d i r e c t l y  to the tax t r i bunal w i t h o u t  a prior

26 p r o t e s t  be f o r e  the local b oard of review. The app e a l  s hall be

27 fi l e d  u nder this s u b s e c t i o n  on or b e fore the third M o n d a y  in
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1 A u g u s t  a n d  shall be h e a r d  in the same m a n n e r  as other a p p e a l s  of

2 the tribunal. A  taxpayer m a k i n g  an a ppeal p u r s u a n t  to this sub-

3 s e c t i o n  m a y  a m e n d  his or her p e t i t i o n  to i n c l u d e  s u b s e q u e n t

4 years' a s s e s s m e n t s  ba s e d  on the a l l e g e d  u n l a w f u l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  in

5 the m a n n e r  p r o v i d e d  by s u b s e c t i o n  (5)(b). An  a p p e a l  p u r s u a n t  to

6 this s u b s e c t i o n  shall not result in an e q u a l i z e d  v a l u e  less than

7 the a s s e s s e d  va l u e  m u l t i p l i e d  by the t e n t a t i v e  e q u a l i z a t i o n

8 m u l t i p l i e r  u s e d  in p r e p a r i n g  the a s s e s s m e n t  notice. 
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