
HOUSE BILL No. 4369
February 26, 1991, Introduced by Reps. Berman, Clack, Jondahl,^

Gubow, Ciarami taro, DeMars, Leland and Gire and referred to the Committee 

on Elections.

A bill to amend sections 492, 495, 499c, and 500a of Act 

No. 116 of the Public Acts of 1954, entitled 

"Michigan election law,"

section 492 as amended and section 499c as added by Act No. 142 

of the Public Acts of 1989 and sections 495 and 500a as amended 

by Act No. 275 of the Public Acts of 1988, being sections 

168.492, 168.495, 168.499c, and 168.500a of the Michigan Compiled 

Laws.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

1 Section 1. Sections 492, 495, 499c, and 500a of Act No. 116

2 of the Public Acts of 1954, section 492 as amended and

3 section 499c as added by Act No. 142 of the Public Acts of 1989

4 and sections 495 and 500a as amended by Act No. 275 of the Public

5 Acts of 1988, being sections 168.492, 168.495, 168.499c, and
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1 168.50.0a of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, are a m e n d e d  to read as

2 follows:

3 Sec. 492. (1) E v e ry A  p e r s o n  who has the f o l l o w i n g

4 q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of an e l ector AS P R O V I D E D  IN TH I S  S U B S E C T I O N ,  or

5 wh o  wi l l  ha v e  those q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  at the next e l e c tion, -or p ri-

6 m a r y  e-l ecteion, shall be e n t i t l e d  to be r e g i s t e r e d  as an e l e c t o r

7 in the township, city, or v i l l a g e  in w h i c h  he or she resides.

8 Th e  p e r s o n  shall -be- M E E T  AL L  OF THE F O L L O W I N G  R E Q U I R E M E N T S :

9 (A) BE a c i t i z e n  of the U n i t e d  States. —;—not l e as fchan

10 (B) BE 18 years of age —r— OR OLDER.

1 1 (C) BE a resident of the THIS state for n o t- le a s than 30

12 days —;—and O R  MORE.

13 (D) B E  a resident of the township, city, or v i l l a g e  on or

14 b e f o r e  the t h i r t i e t h  day be f o r e  the next re g ular or s p e c i al

15 e l e c tion or p r-imary ■ election.

16 (2) A  P E R S O N  W H O  IS H O M E L E S S  SHALL BE C O N S I D E R E D  T O  BE A

17 R E S I D E N T  OF  A  TOWNSHIP, CITY, OR  V I L L A G E  AS R E Q U I R E D  U N D E R

18 S U B S E C T I O N  (1) BY D E C L A R I N G  ON A  R E G I S T R A T I O N  A F F I D A V I T  U N D E R

19 S E C T I O N  495 O R  A N  A P P L I C A T I O N  FOR R E G I S T R A T I O N  U N D E R  S E C T I O N  499C

20 O R  50 0 A  T H E  P L A C E  W H E R E  HE OR SHE R E S I D E S  IN T H A T  TO W N S H I P ,  CITY,

21 O R  V I L L A G E  A N D  T H E  A D D R E S S  OF A S H E L T E R  W I T H  W H I C H  T H E  H O M E L E S S

22 P E R S O N  H A S  A N  E S T A B L I S H E D  R E L A T I O N S H I P  A N D  W H I C H  A C C E P T S  F I R S T

23 C L A S S  N O N F O R W A R D A B L E  M A I L  FOR THE H O M E L E S S  PERSON. A S  U S E D  IN

24 T H I S  S U B S E C T I O N ,  "SHELTER" M E A N S  O N L Y  A N O N P R O F I T  S H E L T E R  T H A T

25 O P E R A T E S  R E S I D E N T I A L  P R O G R A M S  FOR H O M E L E S S  PEOPLE, T H A T  A L L O W S

26 H O M E L E S S  P E O P L E  T O  E S T A B L I S H  A  R E L A T I O N S H I P  W I T H  T H A T  S H E L T E R

27 T H A T  M A K E S  T H A T  S H E L T E R  THE P R I M A R Y  R E S I D E N T I A L  A D D R E S S  F O R  T H O S E
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1 H O M E L E S S  PEOPLE, A N D  T H A T  A C C E P T S  F I R S T  CL A S S  N O N F O R W A R D A B L E  M A I L

2 F O R  T H O S E  H O M E L E S S  PEOPLE.

3 Sec. 495. (1) The r e g i s t r a t i o n  a f f i d a v i t  r e q u i r e d  under

4 s e c t i o n  493 shall co n t a i n  all of the following:

5 (a) Th e  name of the elector.

6 (b) The r e s i d e n c e  add r e s s  OF T H E  ELECTOR, I N C L U D I N G  TH E

7 s t r e e t  a n d  number or rural route and box number A N D  T H E  A P A R T M E N T

8 N U MBER, if any, of th e e le c tor OR, IF T H E  E L E C T O R  IS H O M E L E S S ,

9 T H E  P L A C E  W H E R E  T H E  E L E C T O R  R E S I D E S  A N D  T H E  A D D R E S S  O F  A  S H E L T E R

10 A S  D E F I N E D  IN S E C T I O N  492.

11 (c) T h e  b i r t h p l a c e  and birth date OF B I R T H  of the

12 elector.

13 (d) Th e  d r i v e r ' s  license or state p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n

14 c a r d  n umber of the elector, if available.

15 (e) A  s t a t e m e n t  that the elector is a c i t i z e n  of the U n i t e d

16 States.

17 (f) A  s t a t e m e n t  that the elector is at the time of c o m p l e t -

18 ing the aff i d a v i t ,  or will be on the date of the next election,

19 not less than 18 years of age.

20 (g) A  s t a t e m e n t  that the elector has or will have li v e d  in

21 this st a t e  not less than 30 days bef o r e  the next election.

22 (h) A  s t a t e m e n t  that the elector has or will have e s t a b -

23 l i s h e d  his or her r e s idence in the township, city, or v i l l a g e  in

24 w h i c h  the e l ector is a p p l y i n g  for r e g i s t r a t i o n  FOR not less than

25 30 days b e f o r e  the next election.
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1 (i) A  s t a t e m e n t  that the elector is or will be a q u a l i f i e d

2 e l e c t o r  of the township, city, or v i l l a g e  on the da t e  of the next

3 e l e c tion.

4 (j) A  sp a c e  in wh i c h  the elector shall state the p l a c e  of

5 the e l e c t o r ' s  last registration, IF ANY.

6 (k) For the p u r p o s e  of v o t i n g  in a p r e s i d e n t i a l  p r i m a r y

7 ele c t i o n ,  a sp a c e  for the elector to d e c l a r e  a p a r t y  p r e f e r e n c e

8 or that the el e c t o r  has no p a r t y  p r e f e rence.

9 (2) U n t i l  F e b r u a r y  15, 1992, the s e c r e t a r y  of st a t e  or the

10 s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e ' s  agent shall p rint a no t i c e  that shall be

11 p r o v i d e d  to each p e r s o n  a p p l y i n g  for r e g istration. The n o t i c e

12 sh a l l  c o n t a i n  all of the f o l l o w i n g  information:

13 (a) That, for the p u r p o s e  of vo t i n g  in a p r e s i d e n t i a l  p r i -

14 m a r y  e l e c tion, the elector mu s t  d e c l a r e  a p a r t y  p r e f e r e n c e .

15 (b) That, if the elector p r e f e r s  to register w i t h  no p a r t y

16 p r e f e r e n c e ,  the elector is not e l i g i b l e  to vote in a p r e s i d e n t i a l

17 p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  unless the elector d e c l a r e s  a p a r t y  p r e f e r e n c e

18 at least 30 days bef o r e  the p r e s i d e n t i a l  p r i m a r y  election.

19 (c) That, even if c u r r e n t l y  r e g i s t e r e d  to vote, the e l e c t o r

20 is not e l i g i b l e  to vote in a p r e s i d e n t i a l  p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  u n l e s s

21 the e l e c t o r  d e c l a r e s  in w r i t i n g  to the city or t o w n s h i p  cl e r k  a

22 p a r t y  p r e f e r e n c e  at least 30 days bef o r e  the p r e s i d e n t i a l  p r i m a r y

23 e l e ction.

24 (d) That, if the elector d e c l a r e s  a pa r t y  p r e f e r e n c e  or

25 d e c l a r e s  that the elector has no p a r t y  pre f e r e n c e ,  that d e c l a r a -

26 ti o n  of p r e f e r e n c e  remains as that e l e c t o r ' s  p r e f e r e n c e  u n t i l  the

27 e l e c t o r  c h a n g e s  his or her p a r t y  p r e f e r e n c e  or d e c l a r e s  that he
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or she has no p a r t y  p r e f e r e n c e  on a form p r e s c r i b e d  by the 

s e c r e t a r y  of state or in w r i t i n g  to the city or t o w n s h i p  clerk.

(3) U n t i l  F e b r u a r y  15, 1992, the city or t o w n s h i p  c lerk 

sh a l l  p r o v i d e  e a c h  elector who votes in an e l e c t i o n  in that city 

or t o w n s h i p  the n otice r e q uired under s u b s e c t i o n  (2) on a f o r m  

p r e s c r i b e d  by the s e c r e t a r y  of state on wh i c h  an el e c t o r  m a y  

d e c l a r e  his or her p a r t y  p r e f e r e n c e  or that the e l ector has no 

p a r t y  p r e f e r e n c e  for the p u r p o s e  of vo t i n g  in a p r e s i d e n t i a l  p r i ­

m a r y  election.

(4) The s e c r e t a r y  of state shall p r o v i d e  to ea c h  c o u n t y  

cl e r k  for d i s t r i b u t i o n  to the city and t o w n s h i p  cl e r k s  in the 

c o u n t y  a s u f f i c i e n t  number of the notices r e q u i r e d  for d i s t r i b u ­

tion to e l e c t o r s  under s u b s e c t i o n s  (2) and (3).

Sec..499c. (1) A county, township, or city clerk ma y  a c c e p t  

a r e g i s t r a t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  under this s e c t i o n  from any p e r s o n  wh o  

p o s s e s s e s  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of an elector and shall f o r w a r d  the 

a p p l i c a t i o n  to the a p p r o p r i a t e  t o w n s h i p  or city clerk. E x c e p t  as 

p r o v i d e d  in s u b s e c t i o n  (6), a d e p u t y  registrar shall not a c c e p t  a 

r e g i s t r a t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  from an elector w h o  resides o u t s i d e  of 

the county, township, or city for w h i c h  he or she was a p p o i n t e d  

d e p u t y  registrar.

(2) A  p e r s o n  may c o m p l e t e  an a p p l i c a t i o n  to register to v o t e  

or to c h a n g e  the p e r s o n ' s  voter r e g i s t r a t i o n  name or address, if 

the a p p l i c a n t  p o s s e s s e s  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of an ele c t o r  on the 

d a t e  of a p p l i c a t i o n  or will p o s s e s s  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  at the 

next election. This s u b s e c t i o n  shall - DOES not req u i r e  a 

r e g i s t e r e d  elector to p e r i o d i c a l l y  reregister or to renew his or
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her r e g i s t r a t i o n .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  for r e g i s t r a t i o n  m a d e  under 

this s e c t i o n  shall co n t a i n  all of the following:

(a) Th e  name of the applicant.

(b) The r e s i d e n c e  a d dress of the a pplicant, i n c l u d i n g  the 

s t r e e t  and n u mber or rural route and box number and the a p a r t m e n t  

number, if any, OR, IF TH E  A P P L I C A N T  IS HOMELESS, T H E  P L A C E  W H E R E  

T H E  A P P L I C A N T  R E S I D E S  A N D  THE A D D R E S S  OF A  S H E L T E R  AS D E F I N E D  IN 

S E C T I O N  492.

(c) The city or t o w n s h i p  and c ounty of r e s i d e n c e  of the 

a p p l i c a n t ,  an d  the school d i s t r i c t  of the applic a n t ,  if known.

(d) The b i r t h p l a c e  and -b i r bh -- date OF B I R T H  of the 

a p p l i c a n t .

(e) The d r i v e r ' s  l i cense or state p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

c a r d  nu m b e r  of the applicant, if available.

(f) A s t a t e m e n t  that the a p p l i c a n t  has the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of 

an e l e c t o r  as of the date of a p p l y i n g  for r e g i s t r a t i o n  or w i l l  

h a v e  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of an elector at the next election.

(g) A  s t a t e m e n t  that the applicant, if q u a l i f i e d ,  m a y  vote 

at an e l e c t i o n  o c c u r r i n g  not less than 30 days after the da t e  of 

c o m p l e t i n g  the a p plication.

(h) A  sp a c e  to ind i c a t e  the a p p l i c a n t ' s  last p l a c e  of r e g i s ­

tration, if known, or the last p lace of residence.

(i) A  s t a t e m e n t  a u t h o r i z i n g  the c a n c e l l a t i o n  of r e g i s t r a t i o n  

at the a p p l i c a n t ' s  last p l a c e  of registration.

(j) A  s pace for the a p p l i c a n t  to sign and c e r t i f y  to the 

t r u t h  of the s t a t e m e n t s  on the application.
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1 (k) A  sp a c e  to record a serial number a s s i g n e d  to the

2 a p p l i c a n t .

3 {/) For the p u r p o s e  of vo t i n g  in a p r e s i d e n t i a l  p r i m a r y

4 e l e c t i o n ,  a space for the elector to d e c l a r e  a p a r t y  p r e f e r e n c e

5 or that the el e c t o r  has no p a r t y  p r e f e r e n c e  and the not i c e

6 r e q u i r e d  by s e c t i o n  495(2).

7 (3) A  county, township, or city clerk or d e p u t y  r e g i s t r a r

8 r e c e i v i n g  a c o m p l e t e d  a p p l i c a t i o n  shall require the a p p l i c a n t  to

9 c e r t i f y  to the truth of the s t a t e m e n t s  c o n t a i n e d  in the

10 a p p l i c a t i o n .  The clerk or de p u t y  shall v a l i d a t e  the a p p l i c a t i o n

11 w i t h  his or her s i g n a t u r e  and p r i n t e d  name and p r o v i d e  the a p p l i -

12 cant w i t h  a receipt v e r i f y i n g  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n .

13 (4) A  d e p u t y  registrar shall return a c o m p l e t e d  voter r egis-

14 t r a t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  to his or her a p p o i n t i n g  clerk w i t h i n  the

15 time p r e s c r i b e d  by the a p p o i n t i n g  clerk, but not later than 4

16 p.m. on the first b u s iness day after the last day to r e g i s t e r  for

17 an election.

18 (5) A  co u n t y  clerk shall f o rward a c o m p l e t e d  a p p l i c a t i o n  to

19 the a p p r o p r i a t e  local clerk as soon as possible, but not later

20 than 4 p.m. on the second bu s i n e s s  day after the last day to reg-

21 ister for an election.

22 (6) A  t o w n s h i p  or city clerk m a y  enter into a w r i t t e n  a g r e e -

23 m e n t  w i t h  an o t h e r  t o w n s h i p  or city clerk to pe r m i t  a d e p u t y  reg-

24 istrar a p p o i n t e d  in the t o w n s h i p  or city of 1 clerk to take v oter

25 r e g i s t r a t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n s  in the other c l erk's j u r i s d iction. An

26 a p p l i c a t i o n  r e c eived by a t o w n s h i p  or city clerk under an

7
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1 a g r e e m e n t  d e s c r i b e d  in this s u b s e c t i o n  shall be p r o m p t l y

2 f o r w a r d e d  to the a p p r o p r i a t e  t o w n s h i p  or city clerk.

3 (7) A f t e r  

 A U G U S T  29, 1989, a p e r s o n  w h o  r e g i s t e r s  to

5 v o t e  in a t o w n s h i p  shall be c o n s i d e r e d  r e g i s t e r e d  to vo t e  in a

6 v i l l a g e  w i t h i n  that t o w n s h i p  in w h i c h  the p e r s o n  resides. The

7 cl e r k  of the t o w n s h i p  shall transmit to the v i l l a g e  c lerk all

8 i n f o r m a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  to c o m p l e t e  the vi l l a g e  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  A

9 p e r s o n  w h o  reg i s t e r s  to vote in a v i l l a g e  shall be c o n s i d e r e d

10 r e g i s t e r e d  to vote in the t o w n s h i p  in w h i c h  the p e r s o n  resides.

11 T h e  cl e r k  of the vi l l a g e  shall transmit to the t o w n s h i p  clerk all

12 i n f o r m a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  to c o m p l e t e  the t o w n s h i p  r e g i s t r a t i o n  if

13 the p e r s o n  is not a l r e a d y  r e g i s t e r e d  in the township.

14 (8) Th e  s e c r e t a r y  of state shall develop, print, an d  di s -

15 t r i b u t e  to county, township, and city c lerks a u n i f o r m  r e g i s t r a -

16 tion a p p l i c a t i o n  form for use i n - r e g i s t e r i n g  v o ters u nder this

17 section. A  county, township, or city clerk shall not im p o s e

18 u n r e a s o n a b l e  limits on the number of r e g i s t r a t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n

19 forms p r o v i d e d  to a de p u t y  registrar but ma y  m a i n t a i n  a r e c o r d  of

20 the forms p r o v i d e d  to each d e p u t y  registrar.

21 Sec. 500a. (1) The s e c r e t a r y  of state or -b-he s e c re ta r y  of

22 s t a t e 1s A N  ag e n t  shall a f f o r d  a p e r s o n  who a p p e a r s  in a d e p a r t -

23 m e n t  of st a t e  b r a n c h  o f f i c e  or , -beg-iftni-ng M a r c h—Y-,—H>6 9t- a

24. p e rson w h o  a p p l i e s  for renewal of an o p e r a t o r ' s  or c h a u f f e u r ' s

25 l i c e n s e  under s e c t i o n  307 of the M i c h i g a n  v e h i c l e  code, Act

26 No. 300 of the P u b l i c  Ac t s  of 1949, being s e c t i o n  2 5 7.307 of the 

2.7 M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, an o p p o r t u n i t y  to c o m p l e t e  an a p p l i c a t i o n
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1 to re g i s t e r  to vote or to c hange the p e r s o n ' s  v o t i n g  r e g i s t r a t i o n

2 name, a d d ress, or, for the p u r p o s e  of vo t i n g  in a p r e s i d e n t i a l

3 p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n ,  pa r t y  p r e f e rence, if the a p p l i c a n t  p o s s e s s e s

4 the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of an elector on the date of a p p l i c a t i o n  or

5 w i l l  p o s s e s s  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  at the next election. Th i s  sub-

6 s e c t i o n  shall ■■■ DOES not be e onsfcrue d to ■ require a r e g i s t e r e d

7 e l e c t o r  to p e r i o d i c a l l y  reregister or to renew his or her

8 r e g i s t r a t i o n .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  for r e g i s t r a t i o n  m a d e  under this

9 s e c t i o n  shall c o n t a i n  all of the following:

10 (a) The name of the applicant.

11 (b) The r e s i d e n c e  a d d r e s s  of the applicant, i n c l u d i n g  TH E

12 str e e t  and num b e r  or rural route and box number A N D  T H E  A P A R T M E N T

13 NUMBER, if any, OR, IF TH E  A P P L I C A N T  IS HOMELESS, TH E  P L A C E  W H E R E

14 T H E  A P P L I C A N T  R E S I D E S  A N D  THE A D D R E S S  OF A  S H E L T E R  AS D E F I N E D  IN

15 S E C T I O N  492.

16 (c) The city or t o w n s h i p  and co u n t y  of r e s i d e n c e  of the

17 a p p l i c a n t ,  and the school dis t r i c t  of the a pplicant, if known.

18 (d) The d a t e  of birth of the alpplicant.

19 (e) Th e  b i r t h p l a c e  of the applicant.

20 (f) The d r i v e r ' s  license or state p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n

21 ca r d  number of the applicant, if available.

22 (g) A  sta t e m e n t  that the a p p l i c a n t  has the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of

23 an e l e c t o r  as of the date of a p p l y i n g  for r e g i s t r a t i o n  —— or

24 wi l l  ha v e  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of an elector at the next e l e ction.

25 (h) A  space for the a p p l i c a n t  to declare, for the p u r p o s e  of

26 v o t i n g  in a p r e s i d e n t i a l  p r i m a r y  election, a p a r t y  p r e f e r e n c e  or

27 that the a p p l i c a n t  has no p a r t y  preference.
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(i) A  s t a t e m e n t  that the r e g i s t r a t i o n  is not e f f e c t i v e  u n t i l  

p r o c e s s e d  by the clerk of the city or t o w n s h i p  in w h i c h  the 

a p p l i c a n t  resides.

(j) A  s t a t e m e n t  that the applicant, if q u a l i f i e d ,  m a y  vo t e  

at an e l e c t i o n  o c c u r r i n g  not less than 30 days a fter the d a t e  of 

c o m p l e t i n g  the application.

(k) A  space to i n dicate the a p p l i c a n t ' s  last p l a c e  of 

re g i s t r a t i o n ,  IF ANY.

(1) A  s t a t e m e n t  a u t h o r i z i n g  the c a n c e l l a t i o n  of r e g i s t r a t i o n  

at the a p p l i c a n t ' s  last p l a c e  of registration.

(m) A  sp a c e  for the a p p l i c a n t  to sign and c e r t i f y  to the 

tr u t h  of the s t a t e m e n t s  on the application.

(2) The a p p l i c a n t  shall C O M P L E T E  A N D  sign the a p p l i c a t i o n .  

U p o n  re c e i p t  of the a p p lication, the agent shall sign the a p p l i ­

cation, s t a m p  the a p p l i c a t i o n  wi t h  a v a l i d a t i o n  stamp, an d  p r o ­

v i d e  the a p p l i c a n t  with a receipt v e r i f y i n g  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  

a p p l i c a t i o n .  The agent shall p r o m p t l y  f o rward the a p p l i c a t i o n  to 

the c o u n t y  clerk of the a p p l i c a n t ' s  res i d e n c e  or to a ci t y  or 

t o w n s h i p  c lerk d e s i g n a t e d  by the s e c r e t a r y  of state.

(3) U n t i l  F e b r u a r y  15, 1992, the s e c r e t a r y  of st a t e  or t h e 

s e c r e fcary- o f -st a t e 1s AN  agent shall p r o v i d e  a l o n g  w i t h  the 

a p p l i c a t i o n  to register to vote or to change a r e g i s t r a t i o n  under 

s u b s e c t i o n  (1) a n o tice that c o n tains all of the f o l l o w i n g  

i n f o r m a t i o n :

(a) That, for the p u r p o s e  of v oting in a p r e s i d e n t i a l  p r i ­

m a r y  ele c t i o n ,  an elector must d e c l a r e  a p a r t y  p r e f e r e n c e .

1 0
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1 (b) That, if the elector p r e f e r s  to register w i t h  no p a r t y

2 p r e f e r e n c e ,  the elector is not e l i g i b l e  to vo t e  in a p r e s i d e n t i a l

3 p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  u nless the elector d e c l a r e s  a p a r t y  p r e f e r e n c e

4 at le a s t  30 days be f o r e  the p r e s i d e n t i a l  p r i m a r y  election.

5 (c) That, ev e n  if the elector is c u r r e n t l y  r e g i s t e r e d  to

6 vote, the e l e c t o r  is not e l i g i b l e  to vote in a p r e s i d e n t i a l  p r i -

7 m a r y  e l e c t i o n  u nless the elector d e c l a r e s  in w r i t i n g  to the ci t y

8 or t o w n s h i p  clerk a p a r t y  p r e f e r e n c e  at least 30 days b e f o r e  the

9 p r e s i d e n t i a l  p r i m a r y  election.

10 (d) That, if the elector d e c l a r e s  a p a r t y  p r e f e r e n c e  or

11 d e c l a r e s  that the elector has no p a r t y  p r e f e rence, that d e c l a r a -

12 ti o n  of p r e f e r e n c e  remains as that e l e c t o r ' s  p r e f e r e n c e  un t i l  the

13 e l e c t o r  c h a n g e s  his or her p a r t y  p r e f e r e n c e  or d e c l a r e s  that he

14 or she has no p a r t y  p r e f e r e n c e  on a form p r e s c r i b e d  by the s e c r e -

15 tary of st a t e  or in w r i t i n g  to the city or t o w n s h i p  clerk.
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