
HOUSE BILL No. 4518
March 11, 1991, Introduced by Reps. Trim, Willis Bullard, Ouwinga, 

Kosteva and Strand and referred to the Committee on Towns and Counties.

A bill to amend the title and section 1 of Act No. 184 of 

the Public Acts of 1943, entitled as amended 

"The township rural zoning act,"

being section 125.271 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

1 Section 1. The title and section 1 of Act No. 184 of the

2 Public Acts of 1943, being section 125.271 of the Michigan

3 Compiled Laws, are amended to read as follows:

4 TITLE

5 An act to provide for the establishment in townships of

6 zoning districts within which the proper use of land, WATER, and

7 natural resources may be encouraged or regulated by ordinance,

8 and within which districts provisions may also be adopted

9 designating the location of, the size of, the uses that may be 

10 made of, the minimum open spaces, sanitary, safety, and
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1 p r o t e c t i v e  m e a s u r e s  that shall be re q u i r e d  for, an d  the m a x i m u m

2 n u m b e r  of f a m i l i e s  that m a y  be h o u s e d  in dwelli n g s ,  bui l d i n g s ,

3 an d  s t r u c t u r e s ,  i n c luding tents and trailer coaches, that m a y  be

4 e r e c t e d  or a l t e r e d  after the e f f e c t i v e  date of this act; to d e s -

5 i g n a t e  the use of c e r t a i n  state l i c e n s e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  f a c i l i t i e s ;

6 to p r o v i d e  for a m e t h o d  for the a d o p t i o n  of o r d i n a n c e s  an d  a m e n d -

7 m e n t s  thereto; to p r o v i d e  for e m e r g e n c y  i n t e r i m  o r d i n a n c e s ;  to

8 p r o v i d e  for the a c q u i s i t i o n  by purchase, c o n d e m n a t i o n ,  or o t h e r -

9 w i s e  of n o n c o n f o r m i n g  property; to p r o v i d e  for the a d m i n i s t e r i n g

10 of o r d i n a n c e s  adopted; to p r o v i d e  for c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  o t h e r  acts,

11 o r d i n a n c e s ,  or regulations; to p r o v i d e  p e n a l t i e s  for v i o l a t i o n s ;

12 to p r o v i d e  for the assessment, levy, and c o l l e c t i o n  of taxes; to

13 p r o v i d e  for the c o l l e c t i o n  of fees for b u i l d i n g  permits; to p r o -

14 v i d e  for p e t i t i o n s ,  p u b l i c  hearings, and referenda; to p r o v i d e

15 for appeals; and to p r o v i d e  for the repeal of acts in c o n f l i c t

16 w i t h  this act.

17 Sec. 1. The township board of an organized township in this
18 s t a t e  m a y  p r o v i d e  by zoning o r d i n a n c e  for the r e g u l a t i o n  of land

19 d e v e l o p m e n t ,  T H E  R E G U L A T I O N  O F  A C T I V I T I E S  A N D  S T R U C T U R E S  IN A N D

20 R E L A T I N G  T O  I N L A N D  LAKES, STREAMS, A N D  O T H E R  B O D I E S  O F  W A T E R

21 W I T H I N  T H E  T E R R I T O R I A L  L I M I T S  OF T H I S  S TATE I N C L U D I N G  T H O S E

22 W A T E R S  O F  T H E  G R E A T  LA K E S  T H A T  A R E  U N D E R  TH E  J U R I S D I C T I O N  O F  T H I S

23 STATE, a n d  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of d i s t r i c t s  in the p o r t i o n s  of the

24 t o w n s h i p  o u t s i d e  the limits of cities and v i l l a g e s  w h i c h  r e g u l a t e

25 the u s e  of land a n d  structures; to meet the needs of the s t a t e ' s

26 c i t i z e n s  for food, fiber, energy, and other n a t u r a l  resources,

27 p l a c e s  of residence, recreation, industry, trade, service, a n d
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1 ot h e r  uses of land; to -i n s u r e - E N S U R E  that use of the land

2 s hall b e IS s i t u a t e d  in a p p r o p r i a t e  l o c a t i o n s  an d  r e l a t i o n -

3 ships; to limit the i n a p p r o p r i a t e  o v e r c r o w d i n g  of la n d  a n d  con-

4 g e s t i o n  of p o p u l ation, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  systems, and ot h e r  p u b l i c

5 f a c i l ities; to f a c i l i t a t e  a d e q u a t e  and e f f i c i e n t  p r o v i s i o n  for

6 t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  systems, sewage disposal, water, energy, e d u c a -

7 tion, recreation, and other p u b l i c  ser v i c e  and f a c i l i t y  r e q u i r e -

8 ments; and to p r o m o t e  p u b l i c  health, safety, a n d  welfare. For

9 t h e s e  p u r p o s e s ,  the t o w n s h i p  bo a r d  m a y  d i v i d e  the t o w n s h i p  into

10 d i s t r i c t s  of such number, shape, and area as it c o n s i d e r s  best

11 s u i t e d  to ca r r y  out this act. The t o w n s h i p  b o a r d  of an o r g a n i z e d

12 t o w n s h i p  m a y  use this act to p r o v i d e  by o r d i n a n c e  for the r e g u l a -

13 ti o n  of land d e v e l o p m e n t  and the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of d i s t r i c t s  w h i c h

14 a p p l y  o n l y  to land areas and a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  are i n v o l v e d  in a

15 s p e c i a l  p r o g r a m  to a c h i e v e  s p e c i f i c  land m a n a g e m e n t  o b j e c t i v e s

16 an d  av e r t  or solve s p e c i f i c  land use problems, i n c l u d i n g  the reg-

17 u l a t i o n  of land d e v e l o p m e n t  and the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of d i s t r i c t s  in

18 a r e a s  su b j e c t  to dam a g e  from f l ooding or b each erosion, a n d  for

19 that p u r p o s e  m a y  d ivide the to w n s h i p  into d i s t r i c t s  of a number,

20 shape, and area c o n s i d e r e d  best s uited to a c c o m p l i s h  those

21 o b j e c t i v e s .  O r d i n a n c e s  reg u l a t i n g  land d e v e l o p m e n t  m a y  a l s o  be

22 a d o p t e d  d e s i g n a t i n g  or l i m iting the location, the height, nu m b e r

23 of stories, and size of dwellings, buildings, and s t r u c t u r e s  that

24 m a y  be e r e c t e d  or altered, including tents a n d  trailer coaches,

25 a n d  the s p e c i f i c  uses for w h i c h  dwellings, b uildings, and s t r u c -

26 tures, i n c l u d i n g  tents and trailer coaches, m a y  be e r e c t e d  or

27 altered; the area of yards, courts, and other op e n  spaces; —j
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a-nd the sanitary, safety, and p r o t e c t i v e  m e a s u r e s  that s hall be 

r e q u i r e d  for the dwellings, buildings, an d  str u c t u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t e n t s  a n d  trailer coaches; and the m a x i m u m  number of f a m i l i e s  

w h i c h  m a y  be h o u s e d  in buildings, dwellings, and s t r u c t u r e s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  tents a n d  trailer coaches, e r e c t e d  or a l t ered. Th e  

p r o v i s i o n s  shall be u n i f o r m  for each class of land or b u i l d i n g s ,  

d w e l l i n g s ,  a n d  structures, i n c l uding tents a n d  t r ailer coaches, 

t h r o u g h o u t  ea c h  district, but the p r o v i s i o n s  in 1 d i s t r i c t  m a y  

d i f f e r  f r o m  t hose in other districts. A  t o w n s h i p  b o a r d  s hall not 

r e g u l a t e  or c o n t r o l  the drilling, completion, or o p e r a t i o n  of oil 

or gas w e l l s  —— or other w ells d r i l l e d  for oil or gas e x p l o r a ­

tion p u r p o s e s  an d  shall DOES not have j u r i s d i c t i o n  w i t h  r e f e r ­

e n c e  to the i s s u a n c e  of p e r m i t s  for the location, d r i lling, c o m ­

p l e t i o n ,  ope r a t i o n ,  or a b a n d o n m e n t  of those wells. The j u r i s d i c ­

t i o n  r e l a t i v e  to wells shall be v e s t e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  in the s u p e r ­

v i s o r  of w e l l s  of this state, as p r o v i d e d  in Act No. 61 of the 

P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1939, being sec t i o n s  319.1 to 319.27 of the 

M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws.
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