
HOUSE BILL No. 4779
May 2, 1991, Introduced by Rep. Jonker and referred to the 

Committee on Senior Citizens and Retirement.

A bill to require a comprehensive assessment of the needs of 

nursing home applicants for long-term care; to establish a family 

access network and to prescribe its duties; to prescribe the 

powers and duties of certain state departments and agencies; and 

to provide for penalties.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

1 Sec. 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the

2 "comprehensive assessment of needs act".

3 Sec. 3. As used in this act:

4 (a) "Applicant" means an individual applying for admission

5 as a resident in a nursing home.

6 (b) "Assessment team" means a team of professionals desig-

7 nated under section 7(2)(e) to perform a comprehensive assessment

8 of the long-term care needs of an applicant.
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1 (c) "Care m a n a g e m e n t "  means the o r g a n i z a t i o n  an d  d e l i v e r y  of

2 l o n g - t e r m  care ser v i c e s  for a p e r s o n  wh o  needs a s s i s t a n c e  w i t h

3 no r m a l  a c t i v i t i e s  of d a i l y  living.

4 (d) " F amily access network" me a n s  a s t a t e w i d e  n e t w o r k  of

5 l o n g - t e r m  ca r e  services, including care m a n a g e m e n t ,  e s t a b l i s h e d

6 by the o f f i c e  p u r s u a n t  to se c t i o n  5.

7 (e) " L o n g - t e r m  care services" m e a n s  a range of in-home,

8 c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d ,  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s e r vices p r o v i d e d  over an

9 e x t e n d e d  p e r i o d  of time to per s o n s  of all ages w h o  need a s s i s t -

10 a n c e  w i t h  no r m a l  a c t i v i t i e s  of da i l y  living.

11 (f) "Medicaid" m e a n s  the m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m  a d m i n i s -

12 te r e d  by the d e p a r t m e n t  of social ser v i c e s  under t itle X I X  of the

13 s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  act, chapter 531, 49 Stat. 620, a n d  the soc i a l

14 w e l f a r e  act, Act No. 280 of the P u b l i c  Ac t s  of 1939, b e i n g  sec-

15 tions 400.1 to 400.121 of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws.

16 (g) " N u r s i n g  home" m e a n s  that t e r m  as d e f i n e d  in s e c t i o n

17 20109 of the p u b l i c  h e a l t h  code, Act No. 368 of the P u b l i c  A c t s

18 of 1978, be i n g  se c t i o n  333.20109 of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws.

19 (h) " R e s ident" m e a n s  an indivi d u a l  who rec e i v e s  care or

20 s e r v i c e s  at a nu r s i n g  home.

21 (i) "Office" me a n s  the off i c e  of ser v i c e s  to the a g i n g  c r e -

22 a t e d  in s e c t i o n  5 of the older M i c h i g a n i a n s  act, Ac t  No. 180 of

23 the P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1981, b eing se c t i o n  400.585 of the M i c h i g a n

24 C o m p i l e d  Laws.

25 (j) "Person" me a n s  an individual, p a r t n e r s h i p ,  c o o p e r a t i v e ,

26 a s s o c i a t i o n ,  corporation, g o v e r n m e n t a l  entity, or any ot h e r  legal

27 entity.
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Sec. 5. (1) The o ffice shall d e v e l o p  a family ac c e s s  

n e t w o r k  t h r o u g h o u t  the state to p r o v i d e  p e r s o n s  in need of 

l o n g - t e r m  care and their families with a range of l o n g - t e r m  care 

s ervices. The network shall include e f f e c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to 

n u r s i n g  home care.

(2) The o f f i c e  shall ensure that the f o l l o w i n g  s e r v i c e s  are 

a v a i l a b l e  th r o u g h  a family access network of care m a n a g e r s  to 

p e r s o n s  in need of l o n g - t e r m  care and their families:

(a) P e r s o n a l  care aides.

(b) M e d i c a l  and home h ealth services.

(c) N u t r i t i o n  services.

(d) C h o r e  and homemaker services.

(e) R e s p i t e  and d a y - c a r e  services.

(f) E n v i r o n m e n t a l  aids.

(g) M e n t a l  h ealth services.

(3) The e n u m e r a t i o n  of s p e cific services in s u b s e c t i o n  (2) 

does not p r e c l u d e  the o f f i c e  from including other services, 

including, but not limited to, p r e v e n t i v e  services, in the f a m i l y  

a c c e s s  network.

Sec. 7. (1) The o ffice shall d e v e l o p  and imp l e m e n t  a c o m ­

p r e h e n s i v e  a s s e s s m e n t  of needs p r o g r a m  to d e t e r m i n e  what 

l o n g - t e r m  care services an individual and his or her fa m i l y  ne e d s  

in order for the individual to m a i n t a i n  ind e p e n d e n t  living to the 

e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e  and to m a x i m i z e  h uman dignity.

(2) The of f i c e  shall do all of the following:

(a) Co n s u l t  with the d e p a r t m e n t  of m e n t a l  health, the 

d e p a r t m e n t  of p u b l i c  health, the dep a r t m e n t  of social services,
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1 a n d  the state t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  d e p a r t m e n t  to en s u r e  that l o n g - t e r m

2 c a r e  s e r v i c e s  are d e l i v e r e d  in the most hu m a n e  an d  e f f i c i e n t  7

3 w a y .

4 (b) P r o m u l g a t e  rules n e c e s s a r y  or d e s i r a b l e  for the i mple-

5 m e n t a t i o n  of this act, p u r s u a n t  to the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p r o c e d u r e s

6 act of 1969, Act No. 306 of the Pu b l i c  Acts of 1969, b e i n g  sec-

7 tions 24.201 to 24.328 of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws.

8 (c) D e v e l o p  and d i s t r i b u t e  to n u rsing homes or a s s e s s m e n t

9 teams the f o l l o w i n g  forms:

10 (i) A  no t i c e  form to be used by n u rsing homes to n o t i f y

11 a p p l i c a n t s  of the requ i r e m e n t s  of this act.

12 ( H )  A n  a p p l i c a t i o n  form to be gi v e n  by n u r s i n g  h o m e s  to

13 a p p l i c a n t s  for their use in o b t a i n i n g  the c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a s s e s s -

14 m e n t  of ne e d s  r e q uired by this act.

15 (iii) A  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a s s e s s m e n t  of needs fo r m  to be u s e d  by

16 a s s e s s m e n t  teams in ca r r y i n g  out their du t i e s  under s e c t i o n  9.

17 (d) E s t a b l i s h  a fee for a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a s s e s s m e n t  of n eeds

18 for a p p l i c a n t s  who are not e l i g i b l e  for medicaid. The fee shall

19 be b a s e d  up o n  the cost of p r o v i d i n g  the a s s e s s m e n t  and the

20 p e r s o n ' s  a b i l i t y  to pay.

21 (e) D e v e l o p  a s s e s s m e n t  teams to p e r f o r m  the c o m p r e h e n s i v e

22 a s s e s s m e n t s  of needs. Each team shall consist of 2 p r o f e s s i o n a l s

23 k n o w l e d g e a b l e  about l o n g - t e r m  care, 1 of w h o m  shall be a r egis-

24 t e r e d  nurse.

25 (f) D e v e l o p  p r o c e d u r e s  and sta n d a r d s  to be f o l l o w e d  by

26 a s s e s s m e n t  teams in p e r f o r m i n g  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a s s e s s m e n t s  of

27 n e e d s .
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1 Sec. 9. A n  a s s e s s m e n t  team shall do all of the following:

2 (a) C o n d u c t  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a s s e s s m e n t  to d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r

3 an a p p l i c a n t  has a need for l o n g - t e r m  care.

4 (b) If it d e t e r m i n e s  that an app l i c a n t  has a need for

5 l o n g - t e r m  care, d e t e r m i n e  the sp e c i f i c  level of care n e e d e d  and

6 the s p e c i f i c  services n e c e s s a r y  to m a i n t a i n  that level of care.

7 (c) D e t e r m i n e  w h ether the level of care and s p e c i f i c  se r v -

8 ices n e e d e d  by the a p p l icant could be p r o v i d e d  by a l t e r n a t i v e s  to

9 n u r s i n g  home care through the family access network.

10 (d) P r e s e n t  the op t i o n s  for l o n g - t e r m  care that are a v a i l -

11 a b l e  to the applicant, including a l t e r n a t i v e s  to n u r s i n g  home

12 care if a p p ropriate.

13 (e) P r o v i d e  a w r i t t e n  report of its a s s e s s m e n t  to the nu r s -

14 ing home, the applicant, the relative or other p e r s o n  d e s i g n a t e d

15 by the applicant, and the office.

16 Sec. 11. (1) A nursing home shall p r o v i d e  each a p p l i c a n t

17 w i t h  c opies of the notice form and the a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r m  pr e -

18 s c r i b e d  in s e ction 7 ( 2 ) (c).

19 (2) Except as p r o v i d e d  in section 13, a n u r s i n g  h o m e  a d m i n -

20 ist r a t o r  shall not admit an app l i c a n t  as a resident to the n urs-

21 ing home u nless both of the f o l l owing r e q u i r e m e n t s  are met:

22 (a) The app l i c a n t  has p r o v i d e d  the nursing home with a co m -

23 p l e t e d  copy of the a p p l i c a t i o n  form for the c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a s s e s s -

24 m e n t  of needs and an a c k n o w l e d g m e n t  of receipt of the no t i c e  f o r m
I

25 p r e s c r i b e d  in section 7 ( 2 ) (c).
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1 (b) A n  a s s e s s m e n t  te a m  has c o n d u c t e d  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e

2 a s s e s s m e n t  of needs for the a p p l i c a n t  and the n u r s i n g  h o m e  has

3 r e c e i v e d  a copy of the team's report.

4 Sec. 13. (1) A nu r s i n g  home m a y  t e m p o r a r i l y  a d m i t  an a p p l i -

5 cant to the nu r s i n g  home wit h o u t  m e e t i n g  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of se c -

6 tion 11(2) if at the time of a p p l i c a t i o n  the a p p l i c a n t  p r o v i d e s

7 the n u r s i n g  home with a s igned sta t e m e n t  by a p h y s i c i a n  s t a t i n g

8 ei t h e r  of the following:

9 (a) That it is p r o b a b l e  that the a p p l i c a n t  w i l l  be di s -

10 c h a r g e d  fr o m  the n u rsing home wit h i n  30 days after his or her

11 adm i s s i o n .

12 (b) That there will be serious h a r m  to the a p p l i c a n t ' s  p h y s -

13 ical or m e n t a l  hea l t h  if the app l i c a n t  is ref u s e d  i m m e d i a t e

14 a d m i s s i o n  as a resident of the nursing home.

15 (2) If a n u rsing home admits an a p p l i c a n t  p u r s u a n t  to sub-

16 s e c t i o n  (1), the nursing home shall, w i t h i n  3 days after the da t e

17 of a d m i s s i o n ,  p r o v i d e  w r i t t e n  notice of the a d m i s s i o n  an d  the

18 rea s o n s  for the a d m i s s i o n  to an a s s e s s m e n t  team in the c o u n t y  in

19 w h i c h  the n u r s i n g  home is located.

20 (3) An  a s s e s s m e n t  team shall a ssess the needs of a r e s i d e n t

21 a d m i t t e d  to a n u rsing home pu r s u a n t  to s u b s e c t i o n  (1) w i t h i n  30

22 days af t e r  the date of admission.

23 Sec. 15. A  n u rsing home a d m i n i s t r a t o r  wh o  i n t e n t i o n a l l y

24 v i o l a t e s  this act is g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r  p u n i s h a b l e  by

25 i m p r i s o n m e n t  for not m o r e  than 180 days or a fine of not m o r e

26 t h a n  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 ,  or both.
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