
HOUSE BILL No. 4787
May 6, 1991, Introduced by Rep. Rocca and referred to the Committee 

on Taxation.

A bill to amend section 51 of Act No. 206 of the Public Acts 

of 1893, entitled as amended 

"The general property tax act,"

as amended by Act No. 205 of the Public Acts of 1984, being sec­

tion 211.51 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:
1 Section 1. Section 51 of Act No. 206 of the Public Acts of

2 1893, as amended by Act No. 205 of the Public Acts of 1984, being

3 section 211.51 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, is amended to read

4 as follows:

5 Sec. 51. (1) If the township treasurer neglects or refuses

6 to file his or her bond with the county treasurer, in the manner

7 and within the time prescribed by law, and the township board

8 fails to appoint a treasurer who shall give -s -x t ch- THE bond —7—

9 and deliver a receipt for the bond to the supervisor by
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D e c e m b e r  10, the superv i s o r  shall de l i v e r  the tax roll w i t h  the 

n e c e s s a r y  w a r r a n t  d i r e c t e d  to the t r e asurer of the county, w h o  

sh a l l  m a k e  the c o l l e c t i o n  and return of taxes. Th e  c o u n t y  t r e a ­

surer, p u r s u a n t  to the a d o p t i o n  of a r e s o l u t i o n  by the c o u n t y  

b o a r d  of c o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  shall h a v e-- HAS the same p o w e r s  an d  

d u t i e s  to ad d  a p r o p e r t y  tax a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  fee, a late p e n a l t y  

charge, and i n t erest to all taxes c o l l e c t e d  as c o n f e r r e d  u p o n  a 

t o w n s h i p  t r e a s u r e r  under s e c t i o n  44. The e xcess of the a m o u n t  of 

p r o p e r t y  tax a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  fees over the e x p e n s e  to the c o u n t y  

in c o l l e c t i n g  the taxes shall be ret u r n e d  to the township, an d  

the r e m a i n d e r  of the p r o p e r t y  tax a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  fees an d  a n y  

late p e n a l t y  c h a r g e s  im p o s e d  shall be c r e d i t e d  to the c o u n t y  g e n ­

eral fund. For the p u r p o s e  of c o l l e c t i n g  the taxes, the c o u n t y  

t r e a s u r e r  shall b e IS v e s t e d  wi t h  all the p o w e r s  c o n f e r r e d  u p o n  

the t o w n s h i p  treasurer, and an a c t i o n  m a y  be b r o u g h t  on the 

c o u n t y  t r e a s u r e r ' s  bond under the same c i r c u m s t a n c e s  as on those 

of a t o w n s h i p  treasurer.

(2) A  local unit of g o v e r n m e n t  that c o l l e c t s  a s u mmer p r o p ­

e r t y  tax shall defer the c o l l e c t i o n  of summer p r o p e r t y  taxes 

a g a i n s t  the f o l l o w i n g  p r o p e r t y  for wh i c h  a d e f e r m e n t  is c l a i m e d  

u n t i l  the f o l l o w i n g  -P eb r u a r y  M A R C H  15:

(a) H o m e s t e a d  p r o p e r t y  of a t a x payer who is a t o t a l l y  an d  

p e r m a n e n t l y  d i s a b l e d  person, bl i n d  person, p a r a p l e g i c ,  q u a d r i p l e ­

gic, -a e n-ior c i t i z e n, e l i g i b l e  s e r v i c em e n S E R V I C E P E R S O N ,  e l i ­

g i b l e  v e t eran, or e l i g i b l e  w i d o w  O R  WIDOWER, as these p e r s o n s  are 

d e f i n e d  in c h a p t e r  9 of T H E  I N COME T A X  A C T  OF 1967, Ac t  No. 281 

of the P u b l i c  Ac t s  of 1967, being se c t i o n s  206.501 to 2 0 6.532 of

2
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the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, OR W H O  IS 62 YE A R S  OF  A G E  O R  OLDER, 

a n d  w h o  for the prior taxable year had a total h o u s e h o l d  inc o m e  

of $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  ■ $25, 000.00 or less.

(b) P r o p e r t y  c l a s s i f i e d  or used as a g r i c u l t u r a l  real p r o p ­

er t y  if the gross receipts of the a g r i c u l t u r a l  or h o r t i c u l t u r a l  

o p e r a t i o n s  in the p r e v i o u s  year or the a v e r a g e  gross r e c e i p t s  of 

the o p e r a t i o n s  in the p r e v i o u s  3 years are not less than the 

h o u s e h o l d  income of the owner in the p r e v i o u s  year.

(3) A taxpayer m a y  c l a i m  a deferment, p r o v i d e d  by 

s u b s e c t i o n  (2) by filing wi t h  the treasurer of the p r o p e r t y  tax 

c o l l e c t i n g  unit an intent to defer the summer p r o p e r t y  taxes

w h i c h - T H A T  are due and p a y a b l e  in that year w i t h o u t  p e n a l t y  or 

interest. Ta x e s  d e f e r r e d  under s u b s e c t i o n  (2) wh-ieh-- T H A T  are 

not p a i d  by the f o l l owing ■■Pebrua-r y  ■ M A R C H  15 -aha 1-1- A R E  not 

-be- s u b j e c t  to p e n a l t i e s  or interest for the p e r i o d  of 

d e f e r m e n t .

(4) The intent s t a t ement required by s u b s e c t i o n  (3) s hall be 

on a fo r m  p r e s c r i b e d  and p r o v i d e d  by the d e p a r t m e n t  to the t r e a ­

surer of the p r o p e r t y  tax c o l l e c t i n g  unit.

(5) The treasurer of the p r o p e r t y  tax c o l l e c t i n g  unit c o l ­

le c t i n g  a summer p r o p e r t y  tax shall DO T H E  FOLLOWING:

(a) C a u s e  a notice of the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of the d e f e r m e n t  to 

be p u b l i s h e d  in a n e w s paper of g e neral c i r c u l a t i o n  w i t h i n  the 

local unit l e vying the summer p r o p e r t y  tax or i n c luded as an 

i n s e r t i o n  w i t h  the tax bill.,

(b) A s s i s t  per s o n s  in c o m p l e t i o n  of the d e f e r m e n t  form.
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1 (6) If the local p r o p e r t y  tax c o l l e c t i n g  unit for a summer

2 p r o p e r t y  tax levy also c o l l e c t s  a w i nter p r o p e r t y  tax levy in the

3 sa m e  year, a st a t e m e n t  of the amount of taxes d e f e r r e d  p u r s u a n t

4 to s u b s e c t i o n  (2) shall be in the De c e m b e r  tax s t a t e m e n t  m a i l e d

5 by the local p r o p e r t y  tax c o l l e c t i n g  unit for each s u mmer p r o p -

6 er t y  tax p a y m e n t  that was d e f e r r e d  from c o l l e c t i o n  by that local

7 p r o p e r t y  tax c o l l e c t i n g  unit. If the local p r o p e r t y  tax c o l l e c t -

8 ing unit of a summer p r o p e r t y  tax levy does not c o l l e c t  a w i n t e r

9 p r o p e r t y  tax levy in the same year, a s t a t e m e n t  of the a m o u n t  of

10 taxes d e f e r r e d  p u r s u a n t  to s u b s e c t i o n  (2) from the c o l l e c t i o n

1 1 m a d e  by that local p r o p e r t y  tax c o l l e c t i n g  unit shall be m a i l e d

12 p u r s u a n t  to s e c t i o n  44 by the local p r o p e r t y  tax c o l l e c t i n g  unit

13 of the su m m e r  p r o p e r t y  tax levy at the same time D e c e m b e r  tax

14 s t a t e m e n t s  are r e q uired to be mailed.

15 (7) P e r s o n s  eli g i b l e  for d e f e r m e n t  of summer p r o p e r t y  taxes

16 un d e r  s u b s e c t i o n  (2) may file their intent to defer un t i l

17 S e p t e m b e r  15 or the time the tax w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  b e c o m e  s u b j e c t

18 to i n t e r e s t  or a late p e n a l t y  charge for late payment, w h i c h e v e r

19 is later.

20 (8) To the extent p e r m i t t e d  by the school code of 1976, Ac t

21 No. 451 of the P u b l i c  Acts of 1976, as amended, b eing

22 s e c t i o n s  380.1 to 380.1852 of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, or the

23 c h a r t e r  of a local taxing unit, a local taxing unit m a y  p r o v i d e

24 for the levy and c o l l e c t i o n  of summer p r o p e r t y  taxes. Th e  terms

25 a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  of c o l l e c t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  by, or under an a g r e e -

26 m e n t  e x e c u t e d  pur s u a n t  to, the school code of 1976 or the c h a r t e r
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1 of a local t axing unit aha-ll- go v e r n  a summer p r o p e r t y  tax

2 levy.

3 (9) For p u r p o s e s  of this section, "summer p r o p e r t y  tax"

4 m e a n s  a levy of ad v a l o r e m  p r o p e r t y  taxes that first b e c o m e s  a

5 lien b e f o r e  D e c e m b e r  1 of any c a l endar year.
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