
HOUSE BILL No. 5032
July 11, 1991, Introduced by Reps. Byrum, Middaugh, Bender,

Joe Young, Jr., Hertel and 01 shove and referred to the Committee 
on Transportation.

A bill to amend section 698 of Act No. 300 of the Public 

Acts of 1949, entitled as amended 

"Michigan vehicle code,"

as amended by Act No. 335 of the Public Acts of 1990, being sec­

tion 257.698 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

1 Section 1. Section 698 of Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of

2 1949, as amended by Act No. 335 of the Public Acts of 1990, being

3 section 257.698 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, is amended to read

4 as follows:

5 Sec. 698. (1) A motor vehicle may be equipped with not more

6 than 2 side cowl or fender lamps which shall emit an amber or

7 white light without glare.
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1 (2) A m o t o r  v e h i c l e  m a y  be e q u i p p e d  wi t h  not m o r e  than 1

2 r u n n i n g  b o a r d  c o u r t e s y  lamp on each side w h i c h  shall emit a w h i t e

3 or am b e r  light w i t h o u t  glare.

4 (3) B a c k i n g  lights of red, amber, or w h i t e  m a y  be m o u n t e d  on

5 the rear of a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  if the sw i t c h  c o n t r o l l i n g  the light

6 is so a r r a n g e d  that the light may be t u rned on o n l y  if the v e h i -

7 cle is in re v e r s e  gear. The ba c k i n g  lights wh e n  u n l i g h t e d  shall

8 be c o v e r e d  or o t h e r w i s e  a r r a n g e d  so as not to r e flect o b j e c t i o n -

9 a b l e  g l a r e  in the eyes of a d r i v e r  of a v e h i c l e  a p p r o a c h i n g  f r o m

10 the rear.

11 (4) A  la m p  or reflector on a vehicle, other than those

12 e x p r e s s l y  r e q u i r e d  or p e r m i t t e d  by this chapter, if v i s i b l e  f r o m

13 the front, shall d i s p l a y  or reflect a wh i t e  or am b e r  light; if

14 v i s i b l e  fr o m  e ither side, shall d i s p l a y  or reflect an am b e r  or

15 red light; and if vi s i b l e  from the rear, shall d i s p l a y  or r e flect

16 a red light, ex c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by law.

17 (5) The use or p o s s e s s i o n  of flashing, o s c i l l a t i n g ,  or

18 r o t a t i n g  - r-ed ,—b3rw ? —or a m b e r lights D E S C R I B E D  IN T H I S

19 S U B S E C T I O N  is p r o h i b i t e d  except AS O T H E R W I S E  P R O V I D E D  BY LAW, O R

20 under the f o l l o w i n g  c ircumstances:

21 (a) A  p o l i c e  v e h i c l e  shall be e q u i p p e d  wi t h  flashing, r o t a t -

22 ing, or o s c i l l a t i n g  red or blue lights, for use in the p e r -

23 f o r m a n c e  of p o l i c e  duties.

24 (b) A  fire v e h i c l e  or a m b u l a n c e  a v a i l a b l e  for p u b l i c  use or

25 for use of the U n i t e d  States, the state, or any unit of the

26 state, w h e t h e r  p u b l i c l y  or p r i v a t e l y  owned, shall be e q u i p p e d
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w i t h  flashing, rotating, or o s c i l l a t i n g  red lights and us e d  as 

r e q u i r e d  for safety.

(c) If a u t h o r i z e d  by the d e p a r t m e n t  of state police, a p r i ­

vate m o t o r  v e h i c l e  o wned by a v o l u nteer or p a i d  fire fighter, a 

v o l u n t e e r  a m b u l a n c e  driver, or a lic e n s e d  a m b u l a n c e  dr i v e r  or 

a t t e n d a n t ,  or an e m e r g e n c y  support ve h i c l e  used e x c l u s i v e l y  for 

e m e r g e n c i e s  and o wned and o p e r a t e d  by a f e d e r a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  n o n ­

p r o f i t  c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  m a y  be e q u i p p e d  wi t h  flashing, 

r otating, or o s c i l l a t i n g  red lights for use w h e n ' r e s p o n d i n g  to an 

e m e r g e n c y  call if when in use the flashing, rotating, or o s c i l ­

l a t i n g  red lights are m o u n t e d  on the roof se c t i o n  of the vehicle, 

e i t h e r  as a p e r m a n e n t  i n s t a l l a t i o n  or by me a n s  of s u c t i o n  cups or 

m a g n e t s  and are c l e a r l y  v i sible in a 360 de g r e e  arc f r o m  a d i s ­

ta n c e  of 500 feet when in use. A  per s o n  o p e r a t i n g  l i ghts under 

this s u b d i v i s i o n  —j— at any time other than wh e n  r e s p o n d i n g  to an 

e m e r g e n c y  call — is gu i l t y  of a misdemeanor.

(d) Flashing, rotating, or o s c i l l a t i n g  amber lights, p l a c e d  

in a p o s i t i o n  as to be vi s i b l e  throughout an arc of 360 degrees, 

s hall be used by a state, county, or m u n i c i p a l  v e h i c l e  e n g a g e d  in 

the r e moval of ice, snow, or other m a t e r i a l  fr o m  the h i g h w a y  and 

in other o p e r a t i o n s  d e s i g n e d  to control ice and snow.

(E) A  V E H I C L E  USED FOR THE A U T H O R I Z E D  C L E A N U P  OF H A Z A R D O U S  

M A T E R I A L  S PILLS OR A V E H I C L E  O P E R A T E D  BY A N  E M P L O Y E E  OF T H E  

D E P A R T M E N T  OF N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S  THAT R E S P O N D S  TO H A Z A R D O U S  M A T E ­

R I A L  S P I L L S  M A Y  BE E Q U I P P E D  W I T H  FLASHING, ROTATING, O R  O S C I L L A T ­

ING A M B E R  LIGHTS. SUCH LI G H T S  SHALL NOT BE A C T I V A T E D  U N L E S S  THE 

V E H I C L E  IS A T  THE SCENE OF A  P O S S I B L E  H A Z A R D O U S  M A T E R I A L  S P I L L  O R
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W H I L E  E N G A G E D  IN TH E  A U T H O R I Z E D  C L E A N U P  OF A  H A Z A R D O U S  M A T E R I A L  

SPILL.

(F) (e ) A veh i c l e  to p e r f o r m  p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  service, a 

v e h i c l e  tta -ed  O W N E D  BY A N D  L I C E N S E D  AS A  B U S I N E S S  F O R  U S E  in the 

c o l l e c t i o n  and hauling of refuse, an a u t o m o b i l e  s e r v i c e  car or 

w r e c k e r ,  a v e h i c l e  en g a g e d  in a u t h o r i z e d  h i g h w a y  repair or m a i n ­

tenance, a v e h i c l e  of a p e a c e  officer, a v e h i c l e  o p e r a t e d  by a 

rural letter ca r r i e r  or a p e r s o n  under c o n t r a c t  to d e l i v e r  n e w s ­

p a p e r s  or other p u b l i c a t i o n s  by m otor route, a v e h i c l e  u t i l i z e d  

for s n o w  removal, a p r i v a t e  s e c u r i t y  gu a r d  v e h i c l e  as a u t h o r i z e d  

in s u b s e c t i o n  (7), A H E A R S E  OR F U N E R A L  COACH, or a f a r m  tractor 

m a y  be e q u i p p e d  wi t h  flashing, rotating, or o s c i l l a t i n g  amber 

lights. H o w ever, a wrecker m a y  be e q u i p p e d  with flashing, r o t a t ­

ing, or o s c i l l a t i n g  red lights w h i c h  shall be a c t i v a t e d  o n l y  w h e n  

the w r e c k e r  is en g a g e d  in removing or a s s i s t i n g  a v e h i c l e  at the 

sc e n e  of a t r a f f i c  acc i d e n t  or d i s ablement. The flashing, r o t a t ­

ing, or o s c i l l a t i n g  amber lights shall not be a c t i v a t e d  ex c e p t  in 

those c i r c u m s t a n c e s  that the w a r n i n g  p r o d u c e d  by the l i ghts is 

r e q u i r e d  for p u Q l i c  safety.

(G)  A N  

A U T H O R I Z E D  E M E R G E N C Y  v e h i c l e  m a y  d i s p l a y  a flashing, rotating, or 

o s c i l l a t i n g  w h i t e  light in c o n j u n c t i o n  wi t h  an a u t h o r i z e d  e m e r ­

g e n c y  light as p r e s c r i b e d  in this section.

(H) "tg-y- A  p r i v a t e  motor v e h i c l e  of a p h y s i c i a n  r e s p o n d i n g  

to an e m e r g e n c y  call may be e q u i p p e d  w i t h  and the p h y s i c i a n  m a y  

use flashing, rotating, or o s c i l l a t i n g  red lights m o u n t e d  on the 

roof s e c t i o n  of the v e hicle either as a p e r m a n e n t  i n s t a l l a t i o n  or
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by m e a n s  of m a g n e t s  or s u ction cups and cle a r l y  v i s i b l e  in a 360 

d e g r e e  ar c  f r o m  a d i s t a n c e  of 500 feet when in use. T h e  p h y s i ­

ci a n  shall first o b t a i n  written, a u t h o r i z a t i o n  f r o m  the c o u n t y  

s h e r i f f .

(I) (h) A  p e r s o n  eng a g e d  in the m a n u f a c t u r e ,  sale, or 

repair of flashing, rotating, or o s c i l l a t i n g  lights g o v e r n e d  by 

this s u b s e c t i o n  m a y  p o s s e s s  the lights for the p u r p o s e  of e m p l o y ­

ment, but shall not a c t i v a t e  the lights upon the h i g h w a y  un l e s s  

a u t h o r i z e d  to do so under s u b s e c t i o n  (6).

(6) A  p e r s o n  shall not sell, loan, or o t h e r w i s e  f u r n i s h  a 

flashing, rotating, or o s c i l l a t i n g  blue or red light d e s i g n e d  

p r i m a r i l y  for i n s t a l l a t i o n  on an a u t h o r i z e d  e m e r g e n c y  v e h i c l e  to 

a p e r s o n  ex c e p t  a p o l i c e  officer, sheriff, d e p u t y  sheriff, a u t h o ­

r ized phy s i c i a n ,  vo l u n t e e r  or p a i d  fire fighter, v o l u n t e e r  a m b u ­

l a n c e  driver, li c e n s e d  a m b u l a n c e  driver or a t t e n d a n t  of the 

state; a c o u n t y  or m u n i c i p a l i t y  wi t h i n  the state, a p e r s o n  

e n g a g e d  in the bu s i n e s s  of o p e r a t i n g  an a m b u l a n c e  or w r e c k e r  

service, or a f e d e r a l l y  rec o g n i z e d  nonprofit c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i ­

z a t i o n  w h i c h  owns and o p erates an eme r g e n c y  support v e h i c l e  u s e d  

e x c l u s i v e l y  for emergencies. This s u b s e c t i o n  does not p r o h i b i t  

an  a u t h o r i z e d  vehicle, e q u i p p e d  with flashing, rotating, or 

o s c i l l a t i n g  blue or red lights, from being o p e r a t e d  by a p e r s o n  

ot h e r  than a p e r s o n  d e s c r i b e d  in this sec t i o n  if the p e r s o n  

r e c e i v e s  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  to op e r a t e  the e m e r g e n c y  v e h i c l e  f r o m  a 

p o l i c e  officer, sheriff, dep u t y  sheriff, a u t h o r i z e d  p h y s i c i a n ,  

v o l u n t e e r  or p a i d  fire fighter, v o l u nteer a m b u l a n c e  driver, 

l i c e n s e d  a m b u l a n c e  driver or attendant, a p e r s o n  o p e r a t i n g  an
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a m b u l a n c e  or w r e c k e r  service, or a f e d e r a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  n o n p r o f i t  

c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h i c h  owns and o p e r a t e s  an e m e r g e n c y  s u p ­

p o r t  v e h i c l e  us e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  for emergencies, e x cept that the 

a u t h o r i z a t i o n  shall not pe r m i t  the p e r s o n  to o p e r a t e  l i g h t s  as 

d e s c r i b e d  in s u b s e c t i o n  (5) (a), (b), (c), -(-£) (G), or -(-g)-

(H), or to e x e r c i s e  the p r i v i l e g e s  d e s c r i b e d  in s e c t i o n  603. A  

p e r s o n  wh o  o p e r a t e s  an a u t h o r i z e d  e m e r g e n c y  v e h i c l e  in v i o l a t i o n  

of the terms of an a u t h o r i z a t i o n  is gu i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r .

(7) A  p r i v a t e  motor v e h i c l e  of a s e c u r i t y  g u a r d  a g e n c y  or 

a l a r m  c o m p a n y  l i c e n s e d  p u r s u a n t  to T H E  P R I V A T E  S E C U R I T Y  G U A R D  A C T  

O F  1968, Act No. 330 of the Pu b l i c  Acts of 1968, b e i n g  s e c t i o n s  

3 3 8 . 1 0 5  1 to 338.1085 of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, m a y  d i s p l a y  

f l a s hing, rotating, or o s c i l l a t i n g  amber lights. The flashing, 

r o t a ting, or o s c i l l a t i n g  amber lights shall not be a c t i v a t e d  on a 

p u b l i c  h i g h w a y  w h e n  a veh i c l e  is in motion.

(8) This sec t i o n  shall not be c o n s t r u e d  to prohibit, 

restrict, or limit the use of lights a u t h o r i z e d  or r e q u i r e d  u nder 

s e c t i o n s  697, 697a, and 698a.

(9) A  p e r s o n  who vi o l a t e s  s u b s e c t i o n  (1), (2), (3), or (4) 

is r e s p o n s i b l e  for a civil infraction.
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