
HOUSE BILL No. 5090
August 22, 1991, Introduced by Rep. Bryant and referred to the 

Committee on Elections.

A bill to amend sections 495, 495a, 499, 500a, 501a, 523,

and 615a of Act No. 116 of the Public Acts of 1954, entitled

"Michigan election law,"

sections 495, 499, 500a, 501a, and 523 as amended and sections 

495a and 615a as added by Act No. 275 of the Public Acts of 1988, 

being sections 168.495, 168.495a, 168.499, 168.500a, 168.501a, 

168.523, and 168.615a of the Michigan Compiled Laws; and to 

repeal certain parts of the act.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

1 Section 1. Sections 495, 495a, 499, 500a, 501a, 523, and

2 615a of Act No. 116 of the Public Acts of 1954, sections 495,

3 499, 500a, 501a, and 523 as amended and sections 495a and 615a as

4 added by Act No. 275 of the Public Acts of 1988, being sections

5 168.495, 168.495a, 168.499, 168.500a, 168.501a, 168.523, and
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1 6 8 .615a of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, are a m e n d e d  to read as 

f o l l o w s :

Sec. 495. -{--I")- The r e g i s t r a t i o n  a f f i d a v i t  r e q u i r e d  under 

s e c t i o n  493 s hall c o n t a i n  all of the following:

(a) Th e  name of the elector.

(b) T h e  r e s i d e n c e  a d d r e s s  OF THE ELECTOR, I N C L U D I N G  T H E  

st r e e t  a n d  n u mber or rural route and box number, if any. ——of 

t h e- e le c t or-. ■

(c) The b i r t h p l a c e  and bi r t h  date OF B I R T H  of the 

e l e c t o r .

(d) The d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e  or state p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

ca r d  n u m b e r  of the elector, if available.

(e) A  s t a t e m e n t  that the e l ector is a c i t i z e n  of the U n i t e d  

S t a t e s .

(f) A  s t a t e m e n t  that the e l ector is at the time of c o m p l e t ­

ing the a f f i d a v i t ,  or will be on the date of the next ele c t i o n ,  

not less than 18 years of age.

(g) A  s t a t e m e n t  that the e l ector has or will h a v e  l i v e d  in 

this s t a t e  not less than 30 days b e f o r e  the next election.

(h) A  s t a t e m e n t  that the e l ector has or will h a v e  e s t a b ­

l i s h e d  his or her re s i d e n c e  in the township, city, or v i l l a g e  in 

w h i c h  the e l e c t o r  is a p p l y i n g  for r e g i s t r a t i o n  not less than 30 

d a y s  b e f o r e  the next election.

(i) A  s t a t e m e n t  that the elector is or will be a q u a l i f i e d  

e l e c t o r  of the township, city, or v i l l a g e  on the da t e  of the next 

e l e ction.
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(j) A  s pace in w h i c h  the e l ector shall s tate the p l a c e  of 

the e l e c t o r ' s  last registration, IF ANY.
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Sec. 495a. ■■ ( ■ If an elector d e c l a r e s D E C L A R E D  a p a r t y  

p r e f e r e n c e  or no pa r t y  p r e f e r e n c e  AS P R E V I O U S L Y  P R O V I D E D  under 

this act FO R  T H E  P U R P O S E  OF V O T I N G  IN A  P R E S I D E N T I A L  P R I M A R Y  

E LE C T I O N ,  that -prefe r e n c e- D E C L A R A T I O N  shall be p l a c e d on a n d  

re m a i n - o n- R E M O V E D  FR O M  the p r e c i n c t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  file a n d  the 

m a s t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  file of that elector 

 A N D  T H E  P R E C I N C T  R E G I S T R A T I O N  LIST, IF 

ANY, W I T H I N  90 D A Y S  A F T E R  TH E  E F F E C T I V E  DA T E  OF  T H E  A M E N D A T O R Y  

A C T  T H A T  A M E N D E D  THIS S E C T I O N  TO P R O V I D E  FO R  T H E  REMOVAL.
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1 

4 Sec. 499. (1) An elector e n t i t l e d  to r e g i s t r a t i o n  in an

5 e l e c t i o n  p r e c i n c t  ma y  be c o m e  r e g i s t e r e d  in the p r e c i n c t  by a p p l y -

6 ing in p e r s o n  and e x e c u t i n g  in d u p l i c a t e  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  a f f i d a -

7 vit a n d  s w e a r i n g  to and s i gning the a f f i d a v i t  b e f o r e  the cl e r k  or

8 a s s i s t a n t  clerk of the township, city, or v i l l a g e  in w h i c h  the

9 p r e c i n c t  is located. ■ -Ev e-r y ■ THE clerk and O R  a s s i s t a n t  cl e r k

I 0  shall

II r e q u i r e  an TH E  a p p l i c a n t  for r e g i s t r a t i o n  to an s w e r  under o a t h

12 a q u e s t i o n  t o u c h i n g  the e l e c t o r ' s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  as an elector.

13 For the p e r f o r m a n c e  of --bh e i-r- HIS O R  H E R  du t i e s  under this act,

14 -e v e-ry^  E A C H  clerk and a s s i s t a n t  clerk has the p ower to a d m i n i s -

15 ter o a t h s  and to swear p e r s o n s  as to the truth of s t a t e m e n t s  con-

16 t a i n e d  in affida v i t s .  For t h e m o r e p e rfe ct A  B E T T E R  e x a m i n a -

17 t i o n  of the applicant, a clerk m a y  em p l o y  and swear an inter-

18 p r e t e r  to int e r p r e t  all q u e s t i o n s  put to a p p l i c a n t s  and the

19 a n s w e r s  to those questions. If the applicant, in an s w e r  to a

20 q u e s t i o n  or in the r e g i s t r a t i o n  affidavit, m a k e s  a m a t e r i a l

21 s t a t e m e n t  that is false, the a p p l i c a n t  is g u i l t y  of a

22 m i s d e m e a n o r .

23 (2) Af t e r  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  a f f i d a v i t  is e x e c u t e d  in d u p l i -

24 c a t e  by the applicant, if the a p p l i c a n t  is e n t i t l e d  to r e g i s t r a -

25 tion, the clerk or a s s i s t a n t  clerk shall sign in his or her ow n

26 h a n d  an d  note on the card the a c c e p t a n c e  of the reg i s t r a t i o n .  If

27 the r e g i s t r a t i o n  is refused, the clerk shall d e s t r o y  the c a r d  of
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the a p p l i c a n t .  A  r e g i s t r a t i o n  card a c c e p t e d  b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  15, 

1964, on w h i c h  the s i g n a t u r e  of the clerk or a s s i s t a n t  cl e r k  is 

t y p e w r i t t e n  or s t a m p e d  is va l i d  as to that signature. All 

c a r d s  C A R D S  v a l i d a t e d  by this s e c t i o n  shall be d e s i g n a t e d  as 

p r e s c r i b e d  by the s e c r e t a r y  of state.

(3) T h e A  clerk OR A S S I S T A N T  CL E R K  shall not a c c e p t  a fee 

f r o m  an a p p l i c a n t  E L E C T O R  a p p l y i n g  for reg i s t r a t i o n ,  e i t h e r  for 

the r e g i s t e r i n g  of the ele c t o r  or for the taking of the a c k n o w l ­

e d g m e n t  on the affidavit. A  p e r s o n  a c c ep t i n g a f ee ■ W H O  V I O ­

L A T E S  T H I S  S U B S E C T I O N  is g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r .

(4) The clerk, s h a l l , i m m e d i a t e l y  after r e c e i v i n g  the r e g ­

i s t r a t i o n  or c h a n g e  of a d d r e s s  of an elector, S H A L L  p r e p a r e  a 

vo t e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  card for the elector. The c lerk shall a l s o  

p r e p a r e  an d  send a c o r r e c t e d  voter i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  ca r d  to an 

e l e c t o r  a f f e c t e d  by a ch a n g e  in U n i t e d  States r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  

s t a t e  s e n a t o r i a l ,  state represe n t a t i v e ,  or c o u n t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

d i s t r i c t  or precinct. The clerk shall also p r e p a r e  and se n d  a

c o r r e c te d vo t e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  card C O N T A I N I N G  N O  R E F E R E N C E  T O  

A  D E C L A R A T I O N  O F  PA R T Y  P R E F E R E N C E  to an e l ector wh o  c h a n g e s or 

a d d s  M A D E  a d e c l a r a t i o n  of p a r t y  p r e f e r e n c e  or no p a r t y  p r e f e r ­

e n c e  A S  P R E V I O U S L Y  P R O V I D E D  U N D E R  THIS A C T  for the p u r p o s e  of 

v o t i n g  in a p r e s i d e n t i a l  p r i m a r y  election. The c lerk shall f o r ­

w a r d  by first class mail the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  card to the e l e c t o r  

at the e l e c t o r ' s  r e g i s t r a t i o n  address. The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  ca r d  

s h a l l  c o n t a i n  the name and a d d r e s s  of the r e g i s t r a n t  —— A N D  the 

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  represen t a t i v e ,  state senatorial, st a t e  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  or c o u n t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  d i s t r i c t  an d  p r e c i n c t  in
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w h i c h  the r e g i s t r a n t  is an elector.

 E xcept as p r o v i d e d  in s e c t i o n  

5 0 0 c f if the o r i g i n a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  card is r e t u r n e d  to the 

c l e r k  by the po s t  office, the clerk shall acc e p t  this as i n f o r m a ­

ti o n  that the elector has m o v e d  and the clerk shall p r o c e e d  in 

c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  sec t i o n  513.

Sec. 500a. (1) The s e c r e t a r y  of state or the s e c r e t a r y  of 

s t a t e ' s  a g e n t  shall a f f o r d  a p e r s o n  who a p p e a r s  in a d e p a r t m e n t  

of s t a t e  b r a n c h  o f f i c e  or , b e g i n n i n g M a r c h  1 ,—1989, a p e r s o n  

w h o  a p p l i e s  for renewal of an o p e r a t o r ' s  or c h a u f f e u r ' s  l i c e n s e  

u n d e r  s e c t i o n  307 of the M i c h i g a n  v e h i c l e  code, Act No. 300 of 

the P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1949, being s e c t i o n  257.307 of the M i c h i g a n  

C o m p i l e d  Laws, an o p p o r t u n i t y  to c o m p l e t e  an a p p l i c a t i o n  to r e g ­

ister to v o t e  or to cha n g e  the p e r s o n ' s  v o t i n g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  name 

—7— OR  address, o

if the a p p l i c a n t  p o s s e s s e s  

the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of an elector on the date of a p p l i c a t i o n  or 

w i l l  p o s s e s s  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  at the next election. T h i s  s u b ­

s e c t i o n  shall not b e c o n s t r u ed to DOES NO T  re q u i r e  a r e g i s t e r e d  

e l e c t o r  to p e r i o d i c a l l y  reregister or to r enew his or her 

r e g i s t r a t i o n .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  for r e g i s t r a t i o n  m a d e  under this 

s e c t i o n  s hall c o n t a i n  all of the following:

(a) The name of the applicant.

(b) The r e s i d e n c e  ad d r e s s  of the applicant, i n c l u d i n g  T H E  

s t r e e t  and number or rural route and box number, if any.

(c) The city or t o w n s h i p  and co u n t y  of r e s i d e n c e  of the 

a p p l i c a n t ,  and the school d i s t r i c t  of the a pplicant, if known.

7
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(d) Th e  da t e  of b i r t h  of the applicant.

(e) The b i r t h p l a c e  of the applicant.

(f) Th e  d r i v e r ' s  l i cense or state p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

c a r d  num b e r  of the applicant, if available.

(g) A  s t a t e m e n t  that the a p p l i c a n t  has the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of 

an e l e c t o r  as of the date of a p p l y i n g  for reg i s t r a t i o n ,  or wi l l  

h a v e  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of an elector at the next election.

(H) - A s t a tement that the r e g i s t r a t i o n  is not e f f e c t i v e  

un t i l  p r o c e s s e d  by the clerk of the city or t o w n s h i p  in w h i c h  the 

a p p l i c a n t  resides.

(I) (j ) A  s t a t ement that the a pplicant, if q u a l i f i e d ,  m a y  

v o t e  at an e l e c t i o n  o c c u r r i n g  not less than 30 days after the 

d a t e  of c o m p l e t i n g  the application.

(J) - ( k)- A  space to i n d icate the a p p l i c a n t ' s  last p l a c e  of 

r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  IF ANY.

(K ) ( 4 ) - A  s t a t ement a u t h o r i z i n g  the c a n c e l l a t i o n  of r e g i s ­

t r a t i o n  at the a p p l i c a n t ' s  last pl a c e  of registration.

(4) (m)— A  space for the a p p l i c a n t  to sign and c e r t i f y  to 

the tr u th  of the s t a t e m e n t s  on the applica t i o n .

(2) The a p p l i c a n t  shall sign the a p p l i c a t i o n .  U p o n  re c e i p t  

of the a p p l i c a t i o n ,  the a gent shall sign the a p p l i c a t i o n ,  s t a m p  

the a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  a v a l i d a t i o n  stamp, and p r o v i d e  the a p p l i ­

ca n t  w i t h  a r e ceipt v e r i f y i n g  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n .  Th e  

a g e n t  shall p r o m p t l y  fo r w a r d  the a p p l i c a t i o n  to the c o u n t y  cl e r k

8
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1 of the a p p l i c a n t ' s  r e s i dence or to a city or t o w n s h i p  clerk

2 d e s i g n a t e d  by the s e c r e t a r y  of state.

3 

25 Sec. 501a. The e l e c t i o n  c o m m i s s i o n  of a city, village, or

26 t o w n s h i p  m a y  a u t h o r i z e  the clerk of the city, village, or

27 t o w n s h i p  to c r e a t e  a r e g i s t r a t i o n  list. The r e g i s t r a t i o n  list
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sh a l l  be a l p h a b e t i c a l l y  a r r a n g e d  and shall c o n t a i n  the name of 

e a c h  r e g i s t e r e d  elector in a precinct. The name shall be f o l ­

l o w e d  by the a d d r e s s  an d  da t e  of b i r t h  of the elector. 

 The e l e c t i o n  c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  a l s o  p r o v i d e  that 

the r e g i s t r a t i o n  list m a y  be us e d  instead of the p r e c i n c t  r e g i s ­

t r a t i o n  file w h e r e v e r  this act p r o v i d e s  for the use of a p r e c i n c t  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  file. A  school d i s t r i c t  or an i n t e r m e d i a t e  s c h o o l  

d i s t r i c t  m a y  a l s o  use a r e g i s t r a t i o n  list i n stead of the p r e c i n c t  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  file w h e ne v e r - W H E R E V E R  a p r e c i n c t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  

file is required. A city, village, or t o w n s h i p  shall m a i n t a i n  a 

file c o n t a i n i n g  the s i g n a t u r e  of each elector r e g i s t e r e d  in the 

city, village, or township.

Sec. 523. (1) At each election, b e f o r e  be i n g  g i v e n  a 

ballot, ea c h  r e g i s t e r e d  e l ector o f f e r i n g  to vote shall i d e n t i f y  

h i m s e l f  or h e r s e l f  by e x e c u t i n g  an a p p l i c a t i o n  s h o w i n g  his or her 

s i g n a t u r e  or m a r k  and a d d r e s s  of r e s i d e n c e  in the p r e s e n c e  of an 

e l e c t i o n  of f i c i a l .  If the voter r e g i s t r a t i o n  ca r d s  ar e  u s e d  in 

the p r e c i n c t ,  the e l e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l  in c h a r g e  of the p r e c i n c t  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  file shall c o m p a r e  the s i g n a t u r e  u p o n  the a p p l i c a ­

t i o n  w i t h  the s i g n a t u r e  up o n  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  card. If voter 

r e g i s t r a t i o n  l ists are used in the precinct, the e l e c t i o n  i n s p e c ­

tor sh a l l  d e t e r m i n e  if the name on the a p p l i c a t i o n  to vo t e  

a p p e a r s  on the voter r e g i s t r a t i o n  list. If the name a p p e a r s  on 

the v oter r e g i s t r a t i o n  list, the elector shall p r o v i d e  f u r t h e r  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  by giving his or her date of b i r t h  or other

10
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i n f o r m a t i o n  s t a t e d  upon the voter r e g i s t r a t i o n  list. In 

p r e c i n c t s  us i n g  voter r e g i s t r a t i o n  lists, the da t e  of b i r t h  m a y  

be r e q u i r e d  to be p l a c e d  on the a p p l i c a t i o n  to vote. If the s i g ­

n a t u r e  or an item of i n f o r m a t i o n  does not c o rrespond, the v o t e  of 

the p e r s o n  shall be challenged, and the same p r o c e d u r e  shall be 

f o l l o w e d  as p r o v i d e d  in this act for the c h a l l e n g i n g  of an 

ele c t o r .  If the p e r s o n  o f f e r i n g  to vote has si g n e d  the r e g i s t r a ­

t i o n  c a r d  or a p p l i c a t i o n  by m a k i n g  a mark, the p e r s o n  shall i d e n ­

ti f y  h i m s e l f  or h e r s e l f  by g i v i n g  his or her date of birth, w h i c h  

s h a l l  be c o m p a r e d  wi t h  the date of b i r t h  st a t e d  u p o n  the r e g i s ­

t r a t i o n  ca r d  or voter r e g i s t r a t i o n  list, or shall give other 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  as ma y  be r e f erred to upon the r e g i s t r a t i o n  c a r d  

or v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  list.

(2) If, u p o n  a c o m p a r i s o n  of the s i g n a t u r e  or other i d e n t i ­

fication, it is found that the a p p l i c a n t  is e n t i t l e d  to vote, the 

e l e c t i o n  o f f i c e r  h a v i n g  c h arge of the r e g i s t r a t i o n  list shall 

a p p r o v e  the a p p l i c a t i o n  and w r i t e  his or her in i t i a l s  on the 

a p p l i c a t i o n ,  after w h i c h  the number on the b a l l o t  is s u e d  shall be 

n o t e d  on the app l i c a t i o n .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  shall s e r v e  as 1 of 

the 2 po l l  lists re q u i r e d  to be kept as a r ecord of a p e r s o n  w h o  

ha s  voted. The a p p l i c a t i o n  shall be filed w i t h  the township, 

city, or v i l l a g e  clerk. If voter r e g i s t r a t i o n  cards are u s e d  in 

the p r e c i n c t ,  the date of the e l e c t i o n  shall be n o t e d  by 1 of the 

e l e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  u p o n  the p r e c i n c t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  card of e a c h  

e l e c t o r  vot i n g  at an election. If voter r e g i s t r a t i o n  l ists are 

u s e d  in the precinct, the e l e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l  shall c l e a r l y  

i n d i c a t e  u p o n  the list each elector v o t i n g  at that election. Th e
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cl e r k  of a city, village, or t o w n s h i p  shall m a i n t a i n  a r e c o r d  of 

v o t i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  for each r e g i s t e r e d  elector.

Sec. 615a. (1) Ex c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in this section, the s e c ­

r e t a r y  of st a t e  shall cause to be p r i n t e d  on the b a l l o t s  B A L L O T  

for the p r e s i d e n t i a l  p r i m a r y  under the a p p r o p r i a t e  p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t y  h e a d i n g  the name of a p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e  n o t i f i e d  by 

the s e c r e t a r y  of state under sec t i o n  614a who has fi l e d  w i t h  the 

s e c r e t a r y  of state an a f f i d a v i t  ind i c a t i n g  his or her p a r t y  p r e f ­

e r e n c e  and w i l l i n g n e s s  to have his or her name p r i n t e d  on that 

p a r t y 1s T H E  P R E S I D E N T I A L  P R I M A R Y  ballot. The a f f i d a v i t  shall be

I
fi l e d  w i t h  the s e c r e t a r y  of state! no later than 4 p.m. on the 

s e c o n d  F r i d a y  in J a n u a r y  in a p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  year.

(2) The name of an indivi d u a l  w h o  is not l i s t e d  as a p o t e n ­

tial p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e  under se c t i o n  614a shall be p r i n t e d  

on the b a l l o t  for the p r e s i d e n t i a l  p r i m a r y  for U N D E R  the
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a p p r o p r i a t e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  H E A D I N G  if he or she files an 

a f f i d a v i t  as re q u i r e d  in s u b s e c t i o n  (1) and files a n o m i n a t i n g  

p e t i t i o n  w i t h  the s e c r e t a r y  of state no later than 4 p.m. on the 

s e c o n d  F r i d a y  in J a n u a r y  in a p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  year. The 

n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n  shall c o n t a i n  valid s i g n a t u r e s  of r e g i s t e r e d  

a n d  q u a l i f i e d  ele c t o r s  equal to not less than 1/2 of 1 % of the 

total vo t e s  cast in the s tate at the p r e v i o u s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c ­

t i o n  for the p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e  of the p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  for 

w h i c h  the i n d i v i d u a l  is s e eking this nomination. However, the 

t otal num b e r  of s i g n a t u r e s  req u i r e d  on a n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n  

un d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  shall not exc e e d  1,000 times the total 

n u m b e r  of een g r e s a i o nal C O N G R E S S I O N A L  d i s t r i c t s  in this state.

A  s i g n a t u r e  on a n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n  is not va l i d  if o b t a i n e d  

b e f o r e  N o v e m b e r  1 of the year be f o r e  the p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  

year in w h i c h  the i ndividual seeks nomination. The n o m i n a t i n g  

p e t i t i o n s  shall c o n f o r m  to the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of this act r e g a r d i n g  

n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n s  w h i c h  r e q u i r e m e n t s  are not i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  

this s u b s e ction.

(3) The names of the p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e s  U N D E R  E A C H  

P O L I T I C A L  P A R T Y  H E A D I N G  shall be rotated on the ballot. The 

b a l l o t  shall c o n t a i n  a space for an elector to vote u n c o m m i t t e d .

S e c t i o n  2. Sec t i o n  506a of Act No. 116 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  

of 1954, b e i n g  s e ction 168.506a of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, is 

r e p e a l e d .
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