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HOUSE BILL No. 5271
October 17, 1991, Introduced by Reps. Jondahl, Gubow, Brown, Scott, 

Hollister, DeMars, Pitoniak, Joe Young, Jr., Wallace, Berman and Keith and 
referred to the Committee on Civil Rights.

A  b i l l  to c r e a t e  a n  A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n  a f f a i r s  c o m m i s ­

s i o n  a n d  a n  o f f i c e  of A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n  a f f a i r s  a n d  t o  p r e ­

s c r i b e  t h e i r  p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s ;  a n d  to p r e s c r i b e  th e  p o w e r s  a n d  

d u t i e s  o f  c e r t a i n  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s ,  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  a n d  o f f i c i a l s .

T H E  P E O P L E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  M I C H I G A N  ENACT:

1 Sec. 1. T h i s  a c t  s h a l l  be k n o w n  a n d  m a y  be c i t e d  a s  th e

2 " A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n  a f f a i r s  c o m m i s s i o n  a ct".

3 Sec. 2. A s  u s e d  in t h i s  act:

4 (a) " A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  o r i g i n s

5 in a n y  of th e  o r i g i n a l  p e o p l e s  of the far e ast, s o u t h e a s t  A s i a ,

6 t h e  I n d i a n  s u b c o n t i n e n t ,  or t h e  P a c i f i c  i s l a n d s ;  is i d e n t i f i e d  b y

7 a n  e m p l o y e r  in an EEO-I r e p o r t  as A s i a n  or P a c i f i c  i s l a n d e r ;  or

8 is r e g a r d e d  in the c o m m u n i t y  as h a v i n g  o r i g i n s  in a n y  o f  t h e

9 o r i g i n a l  p e o p l e s  of the far east, s o u t h e a s t  A s i a ,  th e  I n d i a n

10 s u b c o n t i n e n t ,  or the P a c i f i c  i s l a n d s .
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1 (b) " C o m m i s s i o n "  m e a n s  the A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n  a f f a i r s

2 c o m m i s s i o n  c r e a t e d  in s e c t i o n  3.

3 (c) " D e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  the d e p a r t m e n t  of m a n a g e m e n t  a n d

4 b u d g e t .

5 (d) " D i r e c t o r "  m e a n s  the d i r e c t o r  of th e  o f f i c e  of A s i a n

6 P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n  a f f a i r s .

7 (e) " O f f i c e "  m e a n s  the o f f i c e  of A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n

8 a f f a i r s  c r e a t e d  in s e c t i o n  11.

9 Sec. 3. (1) A n  A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n  a f f a i r s  c o m m i s s i o n  is

10 c r e a t e d  in th e  d e p a r t m e n t  of m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  b u d g e t .  T h e  c o m m i s -

11 s i o n  s h a l l  e x e r c i s e  its p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  t h e

12 d e p a r t m e n t  e x c e p t  for b u d g e t ,  p r o c u r e m e n t ,  a n d  h o u s e k e e p i n g

13 f u n c t i o n s .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of 15 m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d

14 b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  w i t h  the a d v i c e  a n d  c o n s e n t  of t h e  s e n a t e .  T h e

15 c o m m i s s i o n  a n n u a l l y  s h a l l  e l e c t  a c h a i r p e r s o n  a n d

16 v i c e - c h a i r p e r s o n ,  a n d  s h a l l  e l e c t  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  f r o m  i t s  m e m b e r s

17 as it c o n s i d e r s  a d v i s a b l e .

18 (2) M e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  b e  of A s i a n  or P a c i f i c

19 i s l a n d e r  o r i g i n  or d e s c e n t .  T h e  m e m b e r s h i p  of t h e  c o m m i s s i o n

20 s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of b o t h  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  a n d  s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  f r o m

21 g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n s

22 t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  state.

23 (3) E x c e p t  for i n i t i a l  m e m b e r s ,  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n

24 s h a l l  s e r v e  for a t e r m  of 3 y e a r s  or u n t i l  a s u c c e s s o r  is

25 a p p o i n t e d .  Of t h e  m e m b e r s  i n i t i a l l y  a p p o i n t e d ,  5 o f  t h e  m e m b e r s

26 s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  for a t e r m  of 3 y e a r s ,  5 of t h e  m e m b e r s  s h a l l

27 b e  a p p o i n t e d  for a t e r m  of 2 y e a r s ,  a n d  5 of t h e  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  b e
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a p p o i n t e d  for a t e r m  of 1 year. A  v a c a n c y  o n  the c o m m i s s i o n  

s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d  by the g o v e r n o r  for the b a l a n c e  of th e  u n e x p i r e d  

term. • • .

(4) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  be a p p o i n t e d  w i t h i n  90 d a y s  a f t e r  

t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h i s  act.

Sec. 5. (1) W i t h i n  90 d a y s  a f t e r  a p p o i n t m e n t  a n d  c o n f i r m a ­

t i o n  o f  a l l  m e m b e r s ,  the c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  a d o p t  b y l a w s  for t h e  

o p e r a t i o n  of th e  c o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  b y l a w s  s h a l l  i n c l u d e ,  at a m i n ­

i m um, v o t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  m i n i m u m  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for a t t e n d a n c e  

a t  m e e t i n g s .

(2) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  h o l d  r e g u l a r  q u a r t e r l y  m e e t i n g s  at 

p l a c e s  a n d  o n  d a t e s  f i x e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n .  S p e c i a l  m e e t i n g s  

m a y  be c a l l e d  by t h e  c h a i r p e r s o n  or b y  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  8 c o m m i s s i o n  

m e m b e r s  o n  3 b u s i n e s s  days' a c t u a l  n o t i c e .

(3) A  m a j o r i t y  of the c o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  a n d  s e r v ­

i n g  c o n s t i t u t e s  a q u o r u m .  F i n a l  a c t i o n  b y  th e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  

be o n l y  b y  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of a m a j o r i t y  of t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m e m ­

b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  a n d  s e r v i n g .  A  c o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r  s h a l l  n o t  v o t e  

b y  p r o x y .

(4) T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n n u a l l y  s h a l l  fi x  t h e  p e r  d i e m  c o m p e n ­

s a t i o n  of m e m b e r s  of t h e  c o m m i s s i o n .  E x p e n s e s  of m e m b e r s  

i n c u r r e d  in t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  of o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  s h a l l  be r e i m ­

b u r s e d  as p r o v i d e d  by l a w  for s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s .

(5) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  f u r n i s h  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s e r v i c e s  to 

t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  a n d  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  s e c r e t a r i a l  a n d  o t h e r  s t a f f  n e c ­

e s s a r y  to a l l o w  th e  p r o p e r  e x e r c i s e  of t h e  p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  of 

t h e  c o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  o f f i c e
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s p a c e  to th e  c o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  t h e  

t i m e s  a n d  p l a c e s  of c o m m i s s i o n  m e e t i n g s  a n d  k e e p  m i n u t e s  of t h e  

m e e t i n g s  a n d  a r e c o r d  of the a c t i o n s  of t h e  c o m m i s s i o n .

(6) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  a s s i g n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e m p l o y e e s  to 

s t a f f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  to a s s i s t  the c o m m i s s i o n  in t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  

of its s u b s t a n t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  u n d e r  t h i s  act.

Sec. 7. (1) A  m e e t i n g  of the c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  b e  h e l d  p u r ­

s u a n t  to t h e  o p e n  m e e t i n g s  act, A c t  No. 267 of t h e  P u b l i c  A c t s  o f  

1976, b e i n g  s e c t i o n s  15.261 to 15 . 2 7 5  of t h e  M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  

L a w s .  P u b l i c  n o t i c e  of t h e  time, d a t e ,  a n d  p l a c e  of t h e  m e e t i n g  

s h a l l  be g i v e n  in the m a n n e r  r e q u i r e d  b y  A c t  No. 267 of t h e  

P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1976.

(2) A  w r i t i n g  p r e p a r e d ,  o w n e d ,  u s ed, in th e  p o s s e s s i o n  of, 

or r e t a i n e d  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  or o f f i c e  in the p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  a n  

o f f i c i a l  f u n c t i o n  s h a l l  be m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to t h e  p u b l i c  p u r s u a n t  

to t h e  f r e e d o m  of i n f o r m a t i o n  act, A c t  No. 442 of t h e  P u b l i c  A c t s  

of 1976, b e i n g  s e c t i o n s  15.231 to 15.246 of th e  M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  

L a w s .

Sec. 9. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  d o  a l l  of t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

(a) S t i m u l a t e  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  th e  s t u d y  a n d  r e v i e w  of t h e  

s t a t u s  of A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n s  in t h i s  st a t e .

(b) D e v e l o p  a u n i f i e d  p o l i c y  a n d  p l a n  of a c t i o n  to s e r v e  t h e  

n e e d s  of A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n s  in t h i s  s tate.

(c) A d v i s e  t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a n d  th e  o f f i c e  

c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of s t a t e  p r o g r a m s  

s e r v i n g  A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n s .
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(d) M a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  l e g i s l a t u r e  

r e g a r d i n g  c h a n g e s  in s t a t e  p r o g r a m s ,  s t a t u t e s ,  a n d  p o l i c i e s .

(e) A d v i s e  the g o v e r n o r  a n d  l e g i s l a t u r e  of t h e  n a t u r e ,  m a g ­

n i t u d e ,  a n d  p r i o r i t i e s  of the p r o b l e m s  of A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n s  

in t h i s  st a t e .

(f) R e v i e w  a n d  a d v i s e  the g o v e r n o r  a n d  the l e g i s l a t u r e  o n  

t h e  s t a t e ' s  p o l i c i e s  c o n c e r n i n g  A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n  a f f a i r s .

(g) S e c u r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n  

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to t h i s  st a t e .

(h) R e v i e w  a n d  a p p r o v e  the a n n u a l  r e p o r t  b y  the o f f i c e  of 

A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n  a f f a i r s  as d e s c r i b e d  in s e c t i o n  13(j).

(i) M a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the g o v e r n o r  a n d  l e g i s l a t u r e  

r e g a r d i n g  m e t h o d s  of o v e r c o m i n g  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  A s i a n  

P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n s  in p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  c i v i l  a n d  

p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s .

(j) W o r k  to e n s u r e  e q u a l  a c c e s s  to a l l  l e v e l s  of e d u c a t i o n  

for A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n s .

(k) P r o m o t e  m e t h o d s  to e n s u r e  e q u a l  a c c e s s  to s t a t e  s e r v i c e s  

for A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n s .

{I) C o o p e r a t e  w i t h  a n d  c o o r d i n a t e  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n  

a f f a i r s  c o m m i s s i o n ,  the c o m m i s s i o n  o n  S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g  a f f a i r s ,  

t h e  M i c h i g a n  w o m e n ' s  c o m m i s s i o n ,  a n d  a n y  o t h e r  c o m m i s s i o n  w h i c h  

d e a l s  w i t h  m i n o r i t y  or e t h n i c  a f f a i r s .

(m) M o n i t o r ,  e v a l u a t e ,  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  a d v o c a t e ,  a n d  i n i t i a t e  

p r o g r a m s  for the b e t t e r m e n t  of A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n s  in t h i s  

s t a t e .

5 .
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(n) S e r v e  as a c l e a r i n g h o u s e  for i n c i d e n t s  of a n t i - A s i a n  a n d  

a n t i - P a c i f i c  i s l a n d e r  A m e r i c a n  h a r a s s m e n t  in t h i s  s t a t e .

(o) P r o m o t e  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  of A s i a n  a n d  P a c i f i c  i s l a n d e r

c u l t u r e s .

Sec. 11. (1) T h e  o f f i c e  of A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n  a f f a i r s  

is c r e a t e d  in the d e p a r t m e n t  of m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  b u d g e t .

(2) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  s e l e c t  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  

w i t h  th e  c o n c u r r e n c e  of th e  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  m a n a g e ­

m e n t  a n d  b u d g e t  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  s t a t e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  

p r o c e d u r e s .

(3) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  f u r n i s h  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s e r v i c e s  to 

t h e  o f f i c e  a n d  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  s e c r e t a r i a l  a n d  o t h e r  s t a f f  n e c e s ­

s a r y  to a l l o w  t h e  p r o p e r  e x e r c i s e  of the p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  of t h e  

o f f i c e .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  o f f i c e  s p a c e  to 

t h e  o f f i c e .

(4) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  a s s i g n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e m p l o y e e s  to 

s t a f f  t h e  o f f i c e  n e c e s s a r y  to a s s i s t  the o f f i c e  in t h e  p e r ­

f o r m a n c e  of its s u b s t a n t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  u n d e r  t h i s  act.

Sec. 13. T h e  o f f i c e  s h a l l  d o  a l l  of th e  f o l l o w i n g :

(a) P r o v i d e  th e  c o m m i s s i o n  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  

p r o b l e m s  of A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n s  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  c o m m i s s i o n  

p o l i c y .

(b) C o n d u c t  s t u d i e s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d  s o l u t i o n s  to t h e  p r o b l e m s  

of  A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n s  in th e  a r e a s  of e d u c a t i o n ,  e m p l o y m e n t ,  

c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  h e a l t h ,  h o u s i n g ,  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s ,  m e n t a l  h e a l t h ,  

s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  c o m m e r c e ,  a n d  o t h e r  r e l a t e d  a r e a s .
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1 (c) R e c o m m e n d  to f e d e r a l ,  st a t e ,  a n d  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t a l

2 d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  the c r e a t i o n  of s e r v i c e s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s

3 as n e e d e d .

4 (d) S e r v e  as a c l e a r i n g h o u s e  for t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  d i s t r i -

5 b u t i o n  of i n f o r m a t i o n  on A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n  a f f a i r s .

6 (e) A p p l y  for a n d  a c c e p t  g r a n t s  a n d  g i f t s  f r o m  g o v e r n m e n t a l

7 a n d  p r i v a t e  s o u r c e s .

8 (f) R e q u e s t  the s e r v i c e s  of a l l  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t a l

9 d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  to a s s u r e  that A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n s

10 h a v e  a c c e s s  to d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  b o d i e s ,  t h e  p o l i c i e s  of w h i c h

11 a f f e c t  A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n s  in t h i s  state.

12 (g) C o o p e r a t e  w i t h  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  to a i d  in e f f e c -

13 t u a t i n g  th e  p u r p o s e s  of thi s  act.

14 (h) R e v i e w  the p e r f o r m a n c e  of s t a t e  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c i e s

15 r e g a r d i n g  t h e  h i r i n g  a n d  p r o m o t i o n  of A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n s  b y

16 t h e  s t a t e  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  a n d  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of s e r v i c e s

17 to A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n s  by t h e  s t a t e  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d

18 a g e n c i e s .

19 (i) R e v i e w  the c u r r i c u l u m  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p o l i c i e s  of e l e m e n t a -

20 ry, s e c o n d a r y ,  a n d  p o s t s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of t h i s

21 s t a t e  r e g a r d i n g  A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n s  a n d  th e  a d m i s s i o n s  p r o -

22 g r a m s  a n d  p o l i c i e s  of p o s t s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of

23 t h i s  s t a t e  r e g a r d i n g  A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n s .

24 (j) S u b m i t  a full w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  of its a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  r e c -

25 o m m e n d a t i o n s  e a c h  y e a r  to the g o v e r n o r ,  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a n d  v a r i o u s

26 A s i a n  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s tate.
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