
HOUSE BILL No. 5296

October 24, 1991, Introduced by Reps. Leland, Pitoniak, Gire, Dobronski, 
DeMars and Rocca and referred to the Committee on Public Health.

A  bill to a m e n d  s e c t i o n  21720a of Ac t  No. 368 of the P u b l i c  

A c t s  of 1978, e n t i t l e d  as a m e n d e d  

" P u b l i c  h e a l t h  code,"

b e i n g  s e c t i o n  3 3 3 . 2 1 7 2 0 a  of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

1 S e c t i o n  1. S e c t i o n  21720a of A c t  No. 368 of the P u b l i c  A c t s

2 of 1978, b e i n g  s e c t i o n  3 3 3 . 2 1 7 2 0 a  of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws,

3 is a m e n d e d  to read as follows:

4 Sec. 21720a. (1) -ft- T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  SH A L L  N O T  L I C E N S E  A

5 n u r s i n g  h o m e  s h a l l -no fc b e l i c e n s e d under this pa r t  u n l e s s  that

6 n u r s i n g  h o m e  has on its staff at least 1 r e g i s t e r e d  nu r s e  w i t h

7 s p e c i a l i z e d  t r a i n i n g  or relevant e x p e r i e n c e  in the ar e a  of g e r o n -

8 t o l o g y  —r~ w h o  shall s e rv e S ERVES as the d i r e c t o r  of n u r s i n g

9 a n d  w h o  -shall—be- IS r e s p o n s i b l e  for p l a n n i n g  an d  d i r e c t i n g

10 n u r s i n g  care. T h e- A  n u r s i n g  home A P P L Y I N G  FO R  L I C E N S U R E  s hall
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h a v e  at least 1 l i c e n s e d  nurse on duty at all times and shall 

e m p l o y  a d d i t i o n a l  r e g i s t e r e d  and l i c e n s e d  p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e s  in 

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  s u b s e c t i o n  (2). 

(2) A  - n u rs i n g -h o m e-- L I C E N S E E  shall e m p l o y  n u r s i n g  p e r s o n n e l  

s u f f i c i e n t  to p r o v i d e  c o n t i n u o u s  24-hour n u r s i n g  ca r e  a n d  s e r v ­

ices s u f f i c i e n t  to meet the needs of each p a t i e n t  in the n u r s i n g  

home. N u r s i n g  THE D I R E C T O R  O F  N U R S I N G  SH A L L  S U P E R V I S E  N U R S I N G  

p e r s o n n e l  e m p l o y e d  in the n u r s i n g  home.

 A  l i c e n s e e  shall m a i n ­

tain a n u r s i n g  ho m e  staff s u f f i c i e n t  to p r o v i d e  not less than 

2 : 2 5 2.65 h o u r s  of n u r s i n g  care by e m p l o y e d  n u r s i n g  e a r e p e r ­

s o n n e l  per p a t i e n t  per day. T h e- A  L I C E N S E E  S H A L L  M A I N T A I N  A  

ra t i o  of p a t i e n t s  to U N L I C E N S E D  n u r s i n g  ea r e p e r s o n n e l  d u r i n g  a 

m o r n i n g  shift shall not e x e e e d OF  N O T  M O R E  T H A N  8 --p a t i-enfcs to 

1; n u r s i n g c a r e p e rso n n e l ;—the A  ratio of p a t i e n t s  to 

U N L I C E N S E D  n u r s i n g  ea r e p e r s o n n e l  du r i n g  an a f t e r n o o n  shift 

sh a l l -n o fe -ex c e e d OF N O T  M O R E  T H A N  12 p a t i e nts to 1; n u r s i n g 

c a r e p e r s o n n e l;—and t h e A N D  A  ratio of p a t i e n t s  to U N L I C E N S E D  

n u r s i n g  c a re p e r s o n n e l  d u r i n g  a n i g h t t i m e  shift -sh a l l  note 

e x c e e d O F  N O T  M O R E  T H A N  15 p a t i e nts to 1. -n u r s i n g e a r e per 

s o n n e l a n d  t h e re A  L I C E N S E E  shall -be- H A V E  s u f f i c i e n t  n u r s i n g  

e a r e p e r s o n n e l  a v a i l a b l e  on d u t y  to a s s u r e  c o v e r a g e  for 

p a t i e n t s  at all times d u r i n g  the shift. A  L I C E N S E E  S H A L L  M A I N ­

T A I N  A  R A T I O  O F  U N L I C E N S E D  N U R S I N G  P E R S O N N E L  TO  L I C E N S E D  N U R S E S  

O F  N O T  M O R E  T H A N  5 TO 1 D U R I N G  TH E  M O R N I N G  A N D  A F T E R N O O N  SHIFTS, 

A N D  N O T  M O R E  T H A N  10 TO  1 D U R I N G  T H E  N I G H T T I M E  SHIFT. A n  e m p l o y e e
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d e s i g n a t e d  as a m e m b e r  of the n u r s i n g  staff shall not b e e n g a g e d 

in p r o v i d i n g  P R O V I D E  ba s i c  s e r v i c e s  such as food p r e p a r a t i o n ,  

h o u s e k e e p i n g ,  laundry, or m a i n t e n a n c e  services, e x c e p t  in an 

i n s t a n c e  of n a t u r a l  d i saster or other e m e r g e n c y  r e p o r t e d  to and 

c o n c u r r e d  in by the department. A  P E R S O N  E M P L O Y E D  T O  P R O V I D E  

S U C H  B A S I C  S E R V I C E S  SHALL N O T  P R O V I D E  N U R S I N G  C A R E  T O  P A T I ENTS.

In a n u r s i n g  home h aving 30 or m o r e  beds, the D E P A R T M E N T  S H A L L  

N O T  I N C L U D E  T H E  dir e c t o r  of n u rsing shall not b e in c l u d e d - in 

c o u n t i n g  the m i n i m u m  ratios of n u rsing p e r s o n n e l  r e q u i r e d  by this 

s u b s e c t i o n .

(3) In a d m i n i s t e r i n g  this section, the d e p a r t m e n t  shall take 

into c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n a tural d i s aster or other e mergency.
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