
HOUSE BILL No. 5463
January 29, 1992, Introduced by Reps. Alley and Middaugh and 

referred to the Committee on Conservation, Recreation and Environment.

A  b i l l  to a m e n d  s e c t i o n s  14 a n d  20 of Ac t  No. 319 of the

P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1975, e n t i t l e d  as a m e n d e d

"An a c t  to p r o v i d e  for the titling, l i c e n s u r e ,  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n  of 
o f f - r o a d  r e c r e a t i o n  v e h i c l e s ;  to c r e a t e  c e r t a i n  funds; to c r e a t e  
c e r t a i n  a d v i s o r y  b o d i e s  a n d  to p r e s c r i b e  their p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s ;  
to p r e s c r i b e  p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  of c e r t a i n  o f f i c e r s ,  a g e n c i e s ,  a n d  
i n s t i t u t i o n s ;  to r epeal c e r t a i n  p a r t s  of this act on a s p e c i f i c  
date; a n d  to p r o v i d e  p e n a l t i e s  a n d  r e m e d i e s , "

s e c t i o n  14 as a m e n d e d  by A c t  No. 241 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1989 

a n d  s e c t i o n  20 as a m e n d e d  by A c t  No. 17 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  of 

1991, b e i n g  s e c t i o n s  2 5 7 . 1 6 1 4  a n d  2 5 7 . 1 6 2 0  of the M i c h i g a n  

C o m p i l e d  Laws.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

1 S e c t i o n  1. S e c t i o n s  14 a n d  20 of Act No. 319 of the P u b l i c

2 A c t s  of 1975, s e c t i o n  14 as a m e n d e d  by Ac t  No. 241 of the P u b l i c

3 A c t s  of 1989 a n d  s e c t i o n  20 as a m e n d e d  by A c t  No. 17 of the
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1 P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1991, b e i n g  s e c t i o n s  2 5 7 . 1 6 1 4  a n d  2 5 7 . 1 6 2 0  of the

2 M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, ar e  a m e n d e d  to read as f o l lows:

3 Sec. 14. (1) A  p e r s o n  sh a l l  not o p e r a t e  an O R V  that is not

4 r e g i s t e r e d  u n d e r  the M i c h i g a n  v e h i c l e  code, A c t  No. 300 of the

5 P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1949, as a m e n d e d ,  b e i n g  s e c t i o n s  257.1 to 2 5 7 . 9 2 3

6 of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, u p o n  a p u b l i c  h i g h w a y ,  s t r e e t ,  or

7 r i g h t  of w a y  of a p u b l i c  h i g h w a y  or street, e x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in

8 s e c t i o n  18 or u n d e r  the f o l l o w i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s :

9 (a) T h e  o p e r a t o r  of a v e h i c l e  m a y  cr o s s  a p u b l i c  h i g h w a y ,

10 o t h e r  t h a n  a l i m i t e d  a c c e s s  hi g h w a y ,  at right a n g l e s ,  for the

11 p u r p o s e  of g e t t i n g  f r o m  1 ar e a  to a n o t h e r ,  if the o p e r a t i o n  c a n

12 be d o n e  in safety. T h e  o p e r a t o r  s h a l l  b r i n g  the v e h i c l e  to a

13 c o m p l e t e  s t o p  b e f o r e  p r o c e e d i n g  a c r o s s  a p u b l i c  h i g h w a y ,  a n d

14 s h a l l  y i e l d  the right of w a y  to o n c o m i n g  traffic.

15 (b) A  v e h i c l e  m a y  be o p e r a t e d  on a s t r e e t  or h i g h w a y  for a

16 s p e c i a l  e v e n t  of l i m i t e d  d u r a t i o n ,  c o n d u c t e d  a c c o r d i n g  to a p r e -

17 a r r a n g e d  s c h e d u l e ,  o n l y  u n d e r  p e r m i t  f r o m  the g o v e r n m e n t a l  u n i t

18 h a v i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  A  s p e c i a l  e v e n t  i n v o l v i n g  O R V s  m a y  be c o n -

19 d u c t e d  o n  the f r o z e n  s u r f a c e  of p u b l i c  w a t e r s  o n l y  u n d e r  p e r m i t

20 f r o m  the d e p a r t m e n t  of n a t u r a l  res o u r c e s .

21 (C> A N  O W N E R  OF  A N  O R V  W H O  IS H A N D I C A P P E D  M A Y  O P E R A T E  A N  O R V

22 O N  F O R E S T  RO A D S ,  D E S I G N A T E D  F O R E S T  RO U T E S ,  D E S I G N A T E D  F O R E S T

23 T R A I L S ,  A N D  D E S I G N A T E D  AREAS.

24 (D) A N  O P E R A T O R  O F  A N  O R V  M A Y  L E A V E  T H E  D E S I G N A T E D  F O R E S T

25 R O U T E  O R  D E S I G N A T E D  F O R E S T  T R A I L  T O  R E T R I E V E  F R O M  P U B L I C  L A N D  A

26 DEER, ELK, O R  B E A R  W H I C H  H A S  B E E N  L A W F U L L Y  T A K E N  A N D  T A G G E D

2

0 4 5 6 3 * 9 1  *



1 P U R S U A N T  T O  A  V A L I D  LIC E N S E .  T H E  V E H I C L E  S H A L L  N O T  E X C E E D  A

2 S P E E D  O F  5 M I L E S  P E R  HOUR.

3 (2) In a c o u r t  a c t i o n  in this s t a t e  w h e r e  c o m p e t e n t  e v i d e n c e

4 d e m o n s t r a t e s  that a v e h i c l e  that is p e r m i t t e d  to o p e r a t e  o n  a

5 h i g h w a y  p u r s u a n t  to A c t  No. 300 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1949 is in

6 a c o l l i s i o n  w i t h  an O R V  on a roadway, the o p e r a t o r  of the O R V

7 i n v o l v e d  in the c o l l i s i o n  s hall be c o n s i d e r e d  p r i m a  f a c i e

8 n e g l i g e n t .

9 Sec. 20. (1) A  p e r s o n  shall not o p e r a t e  an ORV:

10 (a) At a rate of s p e e d  g r e a t e r  than is r e a s o n a b l e  a n d

tl p r o p e r ,  or in a c a r e l e s s  m a n n e r  h a v i n g  due r e g a r d  for c o n d i t i o n s

12 t h e n  e x i s t i n g .

13 (b) U n l e s s  the p e r s o n  an d  a n y  p a s s e n g e r  in or on the v e h i c l e

14 is w e a r i n g  o n  his or her h e a d  a c r a s h  h e l m e t  a n d  p r o t e c t i v e  e y e -

15 w e a r  a p p r o v e d  by the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d e p a r t m e n t  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

16 T h i s  s u b d i v i s i o n  sh a l l  not a p p l y  if the v e h i c l e  is e q u i p p e d  w i t h

17 a ro o f  that m e e t s  or e x c e e d s  s t a n d a r d s  for a c r a s h  h e l m e t  a n d  the

18 o p e r a t o r  a n d  e a c h  p a s s e n g e r  is w e a r i n g  a p r o p e r l y  a d j u s t e d  a n d

19 f a s t e n e d  s a f e t y  belt.

20 (c) D u r i n g  the h o u r s  of 1/2 ho u r  a f t e r  s u n s e t  to 1/2 h o u r

21 b e f o r e  s u n r i s e  w i t h o u t  d i s p l a y i n g  a l i g h t e d  h e a d l i g h t  a n d  l i g h t e d

22 t a i l l i g h t .

23 (d) U n l e s s  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a b r a k i n g  s y s t e m  that m a y  be o p e r -

24 a t e d  by h a n d  or foot, c a p a b l e  of p r o d u c i n g  d e c e l e r a t i o n  at 14

25 fe e t  a s e c o n d  on level g r o u n d  at a s p e e d  of 20 m i l e s  per hour; a

26 b r a k e  light, b r i g h t e r  than the tai l l i g h t ,  v i s i b l e  w h e n  the b r a k e

27 is a c t i v a t e d  to the rear of the v e h i c l e  w h e n  the v e h i c l e  is
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1 o p e r a t e d  d u r i n g  the h o u r s  of 1/2 hour a f t e r  s u n s e t  a n d  1/2 h o u r

2 b e f o r e  s u n r i s e ;  a n d  a t h r o t t l e  so d e s i g n e d  that w h e n  the p r e s s u r e

3 u s e d  to a d v a n c e  the t h r o t t l e  is removed, the e n g i n e  s p e e d  w i l l

4 i m m e d i a t e l y  a n d  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  r e t u r n  to idle.

5 (e) In a s t a t e  g a m e  a r e a  or s t a t e  p a r k  or r e c r e a t i o n  area,

6 e x c e p t  o n  roads, trails, or a r e a s  d e s i g n a t e d  for this p u r p o s e ;  on

7 s t a t e  o w n e d  l a n d s  un d e r  the c o n t r o l  of the d e p a r t m e n t  o t h e r  t h a n

8 g a m e  a r e a s ,  s t a t e  parks, or r e c r e a t i o n a l  a r e a s  w h e r e  the o p e r a -

9 t i o n  w o u l d  be in v i o l a t i o n  of rules p r o m u l g a t e d  by the c o m m i s -

10 sion; in a f o r e s t  n u r s e r y  or p l a n t i n g  area; on p u b l i c  l a n d s

11 p o s t e d  or r e a s o n a b l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  as an a r e a  of f o r e s t  r e p r o d u c -

12 tion, a n d  w h e n  g r o w i n g  st o c k  m a y  be dam a g e d ;  in a d e d i c a t e d  n a t u -

13 ral a r e a  of the d e p a r t m e n t ;  or in a n y  a r e a  in s u c h  a m a n n e r  as to

14 c r e a t e  a n  e r o s i v e  c o n d i t i o n ,  or to injure, dam a g e ,  or d e s t r o y

15 t r e e s  or g r o w i n g  crops. H o w e v e r ,  the d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  p e r m i t  a n

16 o w n e r  a n d  g u e s t s  of the ow n e r  to use an O R V  w i t h i n  the b o u n d a r i e s

17 of a s t a t e  f o r e s t  in o r d e r  to a c c e s s  the o w n e r ' s  p r o p e r t y .

18 (f) O n  the f r o z e n  s u r f a c e  of p u b l i c  w a t e r s  w i t h i n  100 feet

19 of a p e r s o n  not in or u p o n  a ve h i c l e ,  or w i t h i n  100 feet of a

20 f i s h i n g  s h a n t y  or s h e l t e r  or an a r e a  that is c l e a r e d  of s n o w  for

21 s k a t i n g  p u r p o s e s ,  e x c e p t  at the m i n i m u m  s p e e d  r e q u i r e d  to m a i n -

22 t a i n .c o n t r o l l e d  f o r w a r d  m o v e m e n t  of the v e h i c l e ,  or as m a y  be

23 a u t h o r i z e d  b y  p e r m i t  in s p e c i a l  events.

24 (g) U n l e s s  the v e h i c l e  is e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a s p a r k  a r r e s t e r

25 t y p e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r e s t  s e r v i c e  a p p r o v e d  m u f f l e r ,  in g o o d  w o r k -

26 ing o r d e r  a n d  in c o n s t a n t  o p e r a t i o n .  E x h a u s t  n o i s e  e m i s s i o n

27 s h a l l  not e x c e e d  86 Db(A) or 82 Db(A) on a v e h i c l e  m a n u f a c t u r e d
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a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1, 1986, w h e n  the v e h i c l e  is u n d e r  full t h r o t t l e ,  

t r a v e l i n g  in s e c o n d  gear, a n d  m e a s u r e d  50 feet at ri g h t  a n g l e s  

f r o m  th e  v e h i c l e  p a t h  w i t h  a s o u n d  level m e t e r  w h i c h  m e e t s  the 

r e q u i r e m e n t  of A N S I  S I . 4 1983, u s i n g  p r o c e d u r e  a n d  a n c i l l a r y  

e q u i p m e n t  t h e r e i n  d e s c r i b e d ;  or 99 Db(A) or 94 Db(A) on  a v e h i c l e  

m a n u f a c t u r e d  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1, 1986, or that le v e l  c o m p a r a b l e  to 

the c u r r e n t  s o u n d  level as p r o v i d e d  for by the e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o ­

t e c t i o n  a g e n c y  w h e n  t e s t e d  a c c o r d i n g  to the p r o v i s i o n s  of the 

c u r r e n t  SA E  J 1 287, J u n e  86 test p r o c e d u r e  for e x h a u s t  l e v e l s  of 

s t a t i o n a r y  m o t o r c y c l e s ,  u s i n g  s o u n d  level m e t e r s  a n d  a n c i l l a r y  

e q u i p m e n t  t h e r e i n  d e s c r i b e d .  A  v e h i c l e  s u b j e c t  to this act, m a n ­

u f a c t u r e d  or a s s e m b l e d  a f t e r  D e c e m b e r  31, 1982 a n d  used, sold, or 

o f f e r e d  for s a l e  in this s t a t e  sh a l l  c o n f o r m  to the n o i s e  e m i s ­

s i o n  l e v e l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by the e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o t e c t i o n  a g e n c y  

u n d e r  the n o i s e  c o n t r o l  act of 1972, P u b l i c  L a w  9 2 -574, 86 

Stat. 1234, e x c e p t  in an o f f i c i a l l y  a u t h o r i z e d  s p e c i a l  event.

(h) W i t h i n  100 feet of a d w e l l i n g  at a s p e e d  g r e a t e r  t h a n  

th e  m i n i m u m  r e q u i r e d  to m a i n t a i n  c o n t r o l l e d  f o r w a r d  m o v e m e n t  of 

the v e h i c l e ,  e x c e p t  on p r o p e r t y  o w n e d  or u n d e r  the o p e r a t o r ' s  

c o n t r o l  or on  w h i c h  the o p e r a t o r  is an i n v i t e d  g uest, or o n  a 

r o a d w a y ,  f o r e s t  road, or f o r e s t  trail m a i n t a i n e d  by or u n d e r  the 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the d e p a r t m e n t ,  or on an O R V  a c c e s s  r o u t e  as 

a u t h o r i z e d  by l ocal o r d i n a n c e .

(i) In or u p o n  the lands of a n o t h e r  w i t h o u t  the w r i t t e n  c o n ­

s e n t  of the owner, o w n e r ' s  a g e n t  or lessee, w h e n  r e q u i r e d  by the 

r e c r e a t i o n a l  t r e s p a s s  act, A c t  No. 323 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  of 

1976, as a m e n d e d ,  b e i n g  s e c t i o n s  317.171 to 317.181 of the

5
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1 M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws. Th e  o p e r a t o r  of the v e h i c l e  is l i a b l e

2 for d a m a g e  to p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  but not l i m i t e d  to,

3 d a m a g e  to trees, shrubs, g r o w i n g  crops, or i n j u r y  to l i v i n g  c r e a -

4 t u r e s  or d a m a g e  c a u s e d  t h r o u g h  v e h i c l e  o p e r a t i o n  in a m a n n e r  so

5 as to c r e a t e  e r o s i v e  or o t h e r  e c o l o g i c a l  d a m a g e  to p r i v a t e

6 p r o p e r t y .  T h e  o w n e r  of the p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  m a y  r e c o v e r  f r o m  the

7 p e r s o n  r e s p o n s i b l e  n o m i n a l  d a m a g e s  of not less t h a n  the a m o u n t  of

8 d a m a g e  or injury. F a i l u r e  to p o s t  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  or f e n c e  or

9 o t h e r w i s e  e n c l o s e  in a m a n n e r  to e x c l u d e  i n t r u d e r s  or of the p r i -

10 v a t e  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  or o t h e r  a u t h o r i z e d  p e r s o n  to p e r s o n a l l y  c o m -

11 m u n i c a t e  a g a i n s t  t r e s p a s s  s hall not im p l y  c o n s e n t  to O R V  use.

12 (j) In a n  a r e a  o n  w h i c h  p u b l i c  h u n t i n g  is p e r m i t t e d  d u r i n g

13 th e  s e a s o n  o p e n  to the t a k i n g  of deer —;—e l k , -or b e ar W I T H

14 F I R E A R M S ,  f r o m  7 a.m. to II a.m. a n d  f r o m  2 p.m. to 5 p.m.,

15 e x c e p t  d u r i n g  an  e m e r g e n c y  or for law e n f o r c e m e n t  p u r p o s e s ,  to go

16 to a n d  f r o m  a p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n c e  or a h u n t i n g  c a m p  o t h e r w i s e

17 i n a c c e s s i b l e  by a c o n v e n t i o n a l  w h e e l e d  v e h icle;

 or e x c e p t  for the c o n d u c t  of n e c e s s a r y  w o r k

20 f u n c t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  l a n d  a n d  ti m b e r  survey, c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d

21 t r a n s m i s s i o n  li n e  p a t r o l ,  a n d  t imber h a r v e s t  o p e r a t i o n s ;  or on

22 p r o p e r t y  o w n e d  or un d e r  c o n t r o l  of the o p e r a t o r  or on w h i c h  the

23 o p e r a t o r  is a n  i n v i t e d  guest;

 O R  BY A  H A N D I C A P P E R  O P E R A T I N G  A N  O R V  O N  F O R E S T

27 R O A D S ,  D E S I G N A T E D  F O R E S T  R O UTES, D E S I G N A T E D  F O R E S T  T R A I L S ,  O R

6

04563'91 *



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1 1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

D E S I G N A T E D  AR E A S .  A  v e h i c l e  r e g i s t e r e d  u nder the M i c h i g a n  v e h i c l e  

code, A c t  No. 300 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1949, as a m e n d e d ,  b e i n g  

s e c t i o n s  257.1 to 25 7 . 9 2 3  of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, is 

e x e m p t  f r o m  this s u b d i v i s i o n  w h i l e  o p e r a t i n g  on a p u b l i c  h i g h w a y  

or p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e  road c a p a b l e  of s u s t a i n i n g  a u t o m o b i l e  

t r a f f i c .  

(k) W h i l e  t r a n s p o r t i n g  on the v e h i c l e  a b o w  u n l e s s  u n s t r u n g  

or e n c a s e d ,  or a f i r e a r m  u n l e s s  u n l o a d e d  a n d  s e c u r e l y  e n c a s e d ,  or 

e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a n d  m a d e  i n o p e r a t i v e  by a m a n u f a c t u r e d  k e y l o c k e d  

t r i g g e r  h o u s i n g  m e c h a n i s m .

( / )  On or a c r o s s  a c e m e t e r y  or b u r i a l  g r ound, or l a n d  u s e d  

as a n  a i r p o r t .

(m) W i t h i n  100 feet of a slide, ski, or s k a t i n g  area, u n l e s s  

th e  v e h i c l e  is b e i n g  u s e d  for the p u r p o s e  of s e r v i c i n g  the area.

(n) O n  an o p e r a t i n g  or n o n a b a n d o n e d  r a i l r o a d  or r a i l r o a d  

r i g h t - o f - w a y ,  or p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  r i g h t - o f - w a y ,  o t h e r  t h a n  for the 

p u r p o s e  of c r o s s i n g  at a c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  si t e  i n t e n d e d  for 

v e h i c u l a r  t r a ffic, e x c e p t  railroad, p u b l i c  u t i l i t y ,  or law 

e n f o r c e m e n t  p e r s o n n e l  w h i l e  in p e r f o r m a n c e  of their d u t i e s ,  a n d  

e x c e p t  if the r i g h t - o f - w a y  is d e s i g n a t e d  as. e s t a b l i s h e d  in 

s e c t i o n  16d.
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1 (o) In or u p o n  the w a t e r s  of an y  stream, river, bog,

2 w e t l a n d ,  swamp, m arsh, or q u a g m i r e  e x c e p t  over a b r i d g e ,  c u l v e r t ,

3 or s i m i l a r  s t r u c t u r e .

4 (p) T o  hunt, p u rsue, worry, kill, or a t t e m p t  to hunt,

5 p u r s u e ,  w o r r y ,  or kill a b i r d  or a n imal/ w i l d  or d o m e s t i c a t e d .

6 (q) In a m a n n e r  so as to le a v e  b e h i n d  l i t t e r  or o t h e r

7 d e b r i s .

8 (r) In a m a n n e r  c o n t r a r y  to o p e r a t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  on  p u b l i c

9 lands.

10 (s) W h i l e  t r a n s p o r t i n g  or p o s s e s s i n g ,  in or on  the v e h i c l e ,

11 a l c o h o l i c  l i q u o r  in a c o n t a i n e r  that is o p e n  or u n c a p p e d  or u p o n

12 w h i c h  the se a l  is broken, e x c e p t  u n d e r  e i t h e r  of the f o l l o w i n g

13 c i r c u m s t a n c e s :

14 (i) T h e  c o n t a i n e r  is in a trunk or c o m p a r t m e n t  s e p a r a t e  f r o m

15 the p a s s e n g e r  c o m p a r t m e n t  of t h e  vehicle.

16 (ii) If the v e h i c l e  do e s  not h a v e  a t runk or c o m p a r t m e n t

17 s e p a r a t e  f r o m  the p a s s e n g e r  c o m p a r t m e n t ,  the c o n t a i n e r  is e n c a s e d

18 or e n c l o s e d .

19 (t) W h i l e  t r a n s p o r t i n g  a n y  p a s s e n g e r  in or u p o n  an  O R V

20 u n l e s s  the m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s t a n d a r d s  for the v e h i c l e  m a k e  p r o v i -

21 s i o n s  for t r a n s p o r t i n g  p a s s e n g e r s .

22 (u) O n  a d j a c e n t  p r i v a t e  land, in an a r e a  z o n e d  r e s i d e n t i a l ,

23 w i t h i n  300 feet of a d w e l l i n g  at a s p e e d  g r e a t e r  t h a n  the m i n i m u m

24 r e q u i r e d  to m a i n t a i n  c o n t r o l l e d  f o r w a r d  m o v e m e n t  of the v e h i c l e

25 e x c e p t  on  a r o a dway, f o r e s t  road, or f o r e s t  tr a i l  m a i n t a i n e d  by

26 or u n d e r  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the d e p a r t m e n t ,  or o n  an O R V  a c c e s s

27 r o u t e  as a u t h o r i z e d  by l ocal o r d i n a n c e .
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1 (2) N O T W I T H S T A N D I N G  A N Y  O T H E R  P R O V I S I O N  O F  T H I S  A C T , A

2 H U N T E R  R E M O V I N G  G A M E  P U R S U A N T  T O  S U B S E C T I O N  (1)(J) S H A L L  BE

3 A L L O W E D  T O  L E A V E  A  D E S I G N A T E D  T R A I L  O R  F O R E S T  R O A D  O N L Y  T O

4 R E T R I E V E  T H E  G A M E  A N D  S H A L L  N O T  E X C E E D  5 M I L E S  P E R  HOUR.
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