
HOUSE BILL No. 5536
February 19, 1992, Introduced by Reps. Perry Bullard and Martin and 

referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

A bill to amend section 3 of Act No. 128 of the Public Acts 
of 1887, entitled as amended
"An act establishing the minimum ages for contracting marriages, 
for the requiring of a civil license in order to marry, and the 
due registration of the same, and to provide a penalty for the 
violation of the provisions of the same,"
as amended by Act No. 346 of the Public Acts of 1984, being sec­
tion 551.103 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:
1 Section 1. Section 3 of Act No. 128 of the Public Acts of
2 1887, as amended by Act No. 346 of the Public Acts of 1984, being
3 section 551.103 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, is amended to read
4 as follows:
5 Sec. 3. (1) Every person who becomes IS 18 years of age
6  OR OLDER MAY CONTRACT
7 marriage. Every person who beecmes IS 16 years of age OR OLDER
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1 but is less than 18 years of age 

 M A Y  C O N T R A C T  m a r r i a g e  wi t h  the w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  of 1

3 of the p a r e n t s  of the p e r s o n  or the p e r s o n ' s  legal g u a r d i a n ,  as

4 p r o v i d e d  in this section. As p roof of age, the p a r t y  to the

5 i n t e n d e d  m a r r i a g e ,  in a d d i t i o n  to the s t a t e m e n t  of age in the

6 a p p l i c a t i o n ,  w h e n  r e q u e s t e d  by the c o u n t y  clerk, sh a l l  s u b m i t  a

7 b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  or other pr o o f  of age.

8 (2) Th e  c o u n t y  clerk on the a p p l i c a t i o n  m a d e  sh a l l  fill out

9 the b l a n k  s p a c e s  of the l i c e n s e  a c c o r d i n g  to the s w o r n  a n s w e r s  of

10 the a p p l i c a n t ,  taken b e f o r e  the c o u n t y  clerk —j—  or some p e r s o n

11 d u l y  a u t h o r i z e d  by law to a d m i n i s t e r  oaths. When- IF it a p p e a r s

12 f r o m  the a f f i d a v i t  that either the a p p l i c a n t  is a p p l y i n g  for a

13 l i c e n s e  for the-■ m a r r i a g e  to a p e r s o n  w h o  has not -become IS

14 LESS T H A N  18 y e a r s  of age, or that the a p p l i c a n t  has not

15 beeome IS LESS T H A N  18 ye a r s  of age, or T H A T  b o t h  p e r s o n s  a p p l y -

16 ing for a l i c e n s e  are less than 18 ye a r s  of age, the c o u n t y  c l e r k

17 s h a l l  r e q u i r e  that there first be p r o d u c e d  the w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  of

18 1 of the p a r e n t s  of each of the persona PERSON w h o  is less th a n

19 18 y e a r s  of age, or of the p e r s o n ' s  legal g u a r d i a n ,  to the m a r -

20 r i a g e  a n d  to the iss u i n g  of the l i c e n s e  for w h i c h  a p p l i c a t i o n  is

21 made. T h e  c o n s e n t  shall be g i v e n  p e r s o n a l l y  in the p r e s e n c e  of

22 the c o u n t y  c l e r k  or be a c k n o w l e d g e d  b e f o r e  a n o t a r y  p u b l i c  or

23 o t h e r  o f f i c e r  a u t h o r i z e d  to a d m i n i s t e r  o a t h s  u n l e s s  the p e r s o n

24 d o e s  not h a v e  a li v i n g  p a r e n t  or guardian.

25 (3) A  l i c e n s e  shall not be iss u e d  by the c o u n t y  c l e r k  u n t i l

26 the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of this s e c t i o n  ar e  c o m p l i e d  with. The A

27 w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  shall be p r e s e r v e d  on file in the o f f i c e  of the

2
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1 c o u n t y  clerk. If the p a r t i e s  are l e gally e n t i t l e d  to be m a r r i e d ,

2 the c o u n t y  clerk shall sign the license and c e r t i f y  the fact that

3 it is p r o p e r l y  issued, and the clerk shall m a k e  a c o r r e c t  c o p y  of

4 the l i c e n s e  in the books of registration.

5 (4) (2) A   p a r t y

6 a p p l y i n g  for t h e A  M A R R I A G E  l i cense w h i e h s h a l l -be p a i d  by-

7 S H A L L  PA Y  A  $25.00 FEE TH A T  the c o u n t y  clerk SH A L L  PAY into the

8 g e n e r a l  fund of the county.

9 (5) The c o u n t y  b o a r d  of c o m m i s s i o n e r s  shall a l l o c a t e  $ 1 5 . 0 0

10 of e a c h  fee c o l l e c t e d  U N D E R  S U B S E C T I O N  (4) to the c i r c u i t  co u r t

11 for f a m i l y  c o u n s e l i n g  services, w h i c h  shall i n c l u d e  c o u n s e l i n g

12 for d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  and c h i l d  abuse. If f a m i l y  c o u n s e l i n g

13 s e r v i c e s  ar e  not e s t a b l i s h e d  in the county, the c i r c u i t  court

14 -m a y  ■ S H A L L  use the m o n e y  a l l o c a t e d  to c o n t r a c t  w i t h  A  p u b l i c  or

15 p r i v a t e  a g e n c ie s A G E N C Y  p r o v i d i n g  s i milar services, IF A N

16 A G E N C Y  E X I S T S  T H A T  P R O V I D E S  T H O S E  S E R V I C E S  T O  R E S I D E N T S  O F  T H E

17 COU N T Y .  F u n d s  M O N E Y  a l l o c a t e d  to the c i r c u i t  co u r t  p u r s u a n t  to

18 this s e c t i o n w h i eh are S U B S E C T I O N  T H A T  IS not e x p e n d e d  sh a l l  be

19 r e t u r n e d  to the g e n e r a l  fund of the c o u n t y  to be h e l d  in e s c r o w

20 u n t i l  c i r c u i t  c ourt f a m i l y  c o u n s e l i n g  s e r v i c e s  are e s t a b l i s h e d

21 p u r s u a n t  to T H E  C I R C U I T  C O U R T  F A M I L Y  C O U N S E L I N G  S E R V I C E S  ACT, A c t

22 No. 155 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1964, as amended, b e i n g  s e c t i o n s

23 551.331 to 55 1 . 3 4 4  of  the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, O R  U N T I L  A

24 P U B L I C  O R  P R I V A T E  A G E N C Y  E X I S T S  T H A T  P R O V I D E S  S I M I L A R  S E R V I C E S  T O

25 R E S I D E N T S  O F  T H E  COUNTY.

26 (6) T H E  C O U N T Y  B O A R D  O F  C O M M I S S I O N E R S  S H A L L  A L L O C A T E  $5 . 0 0

27 O F  E A C H  F E E  C O L L E C T E D  U N D E R  S U B S E C T I O N  (4) T O  C O N T R A C T  W I T H
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1 P U B L I C  O R  P R I V A T E  A G E N C I E S  P R O V I D I N G  S E R V I C E S  T O  V I C T I M S  OF

2 D O M E S T I C  V I O L E N C E ,  W H I C H  C O N T R A C T  SHALL P R O V I D E  F O R  L E G A L  A D V O -

3 C A C Y  FOR T H O S E  V I C T I M S  OR M O N I T O R I N G  O F  C O U N T Y  O R  L O C A L  L A W

4 E N F O R C E M E N T  R E S P O N S E  TO D O M E S T I C  VIOLENCE, O R  BOTH. IF T H E R E  IS

5 NO  A G E N C Y  T H A T  P R O V I D E S  T H O S E  S E R V I C E S  T O  R E S I D E N T S  O F  T H E

6 COUNTY, T H E  A M O U N T  A L L O C A T E D  U N D E R  TH I S  S U B S E C T I O N  S H A L L  B E  H E L D

7 IN E S C R O W  IN T H E  C O U N T Y  G E N E R A L  F U N D  U N T I L  S U C H  A N  A G E N C Y  EXISTS.

8 (7) A  p r o b a t e  court m a y  order the c o u n t y  cl e r k  to w a i v e  the

9 m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  fee in c ases in w h i c h  the fee w o u l d  re s u l t  in

10 u n d u e  har d s h i p .  If both p a r t i e s  na m e d  in the a p p l i c a t i o n  are

11 n o n r e s i d e n t s  of the state, 

 the p a r t y  a p p l y i n g  for the l i c e n s e  

 S H A L L  PAY A N  A D D I T I O N A L  $10.00 F E E  T H A T  the c o u n t y

14 c l e r k  S H A L L  D E P O S I T  into the g e n e r a l  fund of the county.

15 (8) T h e  c o u n t y  clerk shall gi v e  the l i c e n s e  f i l l e d  out a n d

16 signed, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  the b lank f o r m  of c e r t i f i c a t e ,  to the p a r t y

17 a p p l y i n g ,  for d e l i v e r y  to the c l e r g y m a n  or m a g i s t r a t e  w h o  is to

18 o f f i c i a t e  at the mar r i a g e .  On  the re t u r n  of the l i c e n s e  to the

19 c o u n t y  clerk, w i t h  the c e r t i f i c a t e  of the c l e r g y m a n  or m a g i s t r a t e

20 that the m a r r i a g e  has be e n  p e r f o r m e d ,  the c o u n t y  c l e r k  s h a l l

21 r e c o r d  in the bo o k  of r e g i s t r a t i o n  in the p r o p e r  p l a c e  of e n t r y

22 the i n f o r m a t i o n  p r e s c r i b e d  by the d i r e c t o r  of p u b l i c  h e a l t h .  T h e

23 l i c e n s e s  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t e s  is s u e d  a n d  r e t u r n e d  s h a l l  be f o r w a r d e d

24 to the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  a p p o i n t e d  by the d i r e c t o r  of p u b l i c  h e a l t h

25 on the f o r m s  a n d  in the m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  by the d i r e c t o r .

26 (9) - f-3 ) A  c h a r t e r  c o u n t y  whieh TH A T  has a p o p u l a t i o n  of

27 o v e r  2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  m a y  impose by o r d i n a n c e  a m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  fee or
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1 n o n r e s i d e n t  m a r r i a g e  l i cense fee, or both, d i f f e r e n t  in a m o u n t

2 than the fee p r e s c r i b e d  by s u b s e c t i o n  -(-2) (4). The c h a r t e r

3 c o u n t y  shall a l l o c a t e  the fee for f amily c o u n s e l i n g  s e r v i c e s  as

4 p r e s c r i b e d  by s u b s e c t i o n ■i 2 ) - TH I S  SECTION. A  c h a r t e r  c o u n t y

5 sh a l l  not i mpose a fee w h i e h T H A T  is gr e a t e r  than the cost of

6 the s e r v i c e  for w h i c h  the fee is charged.

5
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