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A SUMMARY OF HOUSE BILL 4974 AS INTRODUCED 7-22-93

The Revised Probate Code authorizes the probate court to appoint a guardian ad
litem to appear for a minor or legally incapacitated person, to represent the person in any
matter pending before the court, or to "prosecute” any matter or proceeding in the person’s
behalf. The bill would require a guardian ad litem to meet with the minor or legally
incapacitated person before the commencement of proceedings in which the guardian ad
litem was to represent the person. The guardian ad litem would have to explain the nature
of the proceedings to the person to the extent that he or she could comprehend. The court
would not order compensation for the guardian ad litem until he or she had complied with
this requirement and filed a signed statement describing the consultation. The court could
waive the consultation requirement in the case of a child under six years old who was unable
to adequately understand the nature of the proceedings.
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