
HOUSE BILL No. 4137
February 3,1993, Introduced by Reps. Willard, DeMars, Rivers, Barns, Clack, 

Byrum, Scott, Berman, Yokich, Curtis, Pitoniak, Dalman, Griffin, Cropsey, Bobier, Dolan, 
Martin, Stallworth, Jondahl, Schroer, Freeman and Brown and referred to the Committee 
on Transportation.

A  b i l l  to a m e n d  s e ction 321a of Act No. 300 of the P u b l i c  

Acts of 1949, e n t i t l e d  as a m ended 

"Michigan v e h i c l e  c o d e ,”

as a m e n d e d  by Act No. 95 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1991, b e i n g  

section 2 5 7 . 3 2 1 a  of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws.

T H E  P E O P L E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  M I C H I G A N  ENACT:

1 S e c t i o n  1. S e c t i o n  321a of Act No. 300 of the P.ublic A c t s

2 of 1949, as a m e n d e d  by Act No. 95 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1991,

3 being s e c t i o n  2 5 7 . 32 1 a of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, is a m e n d e d

4 to read as follows:

5 Sec. 321a. (1) A  p e r s o n  w h o  fails to a n s w e r  a citation, or

6 a n o t i c e  to a p p e a r  in court for a v i o l a t i o n  of this act or a

7 local o r d i n a n c e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  to a p r o v i s i o n  of

8 this act, or for a n y  m a t t e r  pending, or w h o  fails to c o m p l y  w i t h
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1 a n  o r d e r  or judgment i ssued p u r s u a n t  to s e c t i o n  907 is g u i l t y  of

2 a m i s d e m e a n o r .  A  v i o l a t i o n  of this s u b s e c t i o n  s h a l l  not be con-

3 s i d e r e d  a v i o l a t i o n  for a n y  p u r p o s e  under s e c t i o n  320a.

4 (2) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in s u b s e c t i o n  (3), 28 d a y s  or more

5 a f t e r  the d a t e  of n o n c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  a n  o r d e r  or judgment, the

6 c o u r t  shall g i v e  n o t i c e  by m a i l  at the last k n o w n  a d d r e s s  of the

7 p e r s o n  that if the p e r s o n  fails to a p p e a r  or fails to c o m p l y  with

8 the o r d e r  or judgment issued p u r s u a n t  to s e c t i o n  907, including,

9 but not l i m i t e d  to, p a y i n g  all fines a n d  costs, w i t h i n  14 days

10 a f t e r  the n o t i c e  is issued, the s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e  s h a l l  suspend

11 the p e r s o n ' s  o p e r a t o r ' s  or c h a u f f e u r ' s  license. If the p e r s o n

12 fails to a p p e a r  or fails to c o m p l y  w i t h  the o r d e r  or j u d gment

13 i s s u e d  p u r s u a n t  to s e c t i o n  907, including, but not l i m i t e d  to,

14 p a y i n g  all fines a n d  costs, w i t h i n  the 14-day period, the court

15 shall, w i t h i n  14 days, i nform the s e c r e t a r y  of state, w h o  shall

16 i m m e d i a t e l y  s u s p e n d  the l i c e n s e  of the p e r s o n  a n d  n o t i f y  the

17 p e r s o n  of the s u s p e n s i o n  by regular m a i l  at the p e r s o n ' s  last

18 k n o w n  address.

19 (3) If the p e r s o n  is c h a r g e d  with, or c o n v i c t e d  of, a viola-

20 t i o n  of s e c t i o n  625(1), (2), (3), (4), or (5), or a l o c a l  o r d i -

21 n a n c e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  to s e c t i o n  625(1), (2), or (3),

22 a n d  the p e r s o n  fails to answer a c i t a t i o n  or a n o t i c e  to a p p e a r

23 in court, or for a n y  m a t t e r  pending, or fails to c o m p l y  w i t h  an

24 o r d e r  or j u d gment of the court, including, but not l i m i t e d  to,

25 p a y i n g  all fines, costs, a n d  c r i m e  v i c t i m  rights a s s e s s m e n t s ,  the

26 c o u r t  s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  g i v e  n o t i c e  b y  first-*class m a i l  sent to

27 the p e r s o n ' s  last k n o w n  a d d r e s s  that if the p e r s o n  f a i l s  to
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1 appear w i t h i n  7 days after the n otice is issued, or f a i l s  to

2 comply w i t h  the order or judgment of the court, i ncluding, but

3 not l i m i t e d  to, p a y i n g  all fines, costs, a n d  c r i m e  v i c t i m  r i g h t s

4 assessments, w i t h i n  14 days after the n o t i c e  is issued, the s e c -

5 retary of s t a t e  shall s u s p e n d  the p e r s o n ' s  o p e r a t o r ' s  or

5 chauffeur's license. If the p e r s o n  fails to a p p e a r  w i t h i n  the

7 7-day p e riod, or fails to c o m p l y  w i t h  the order or j u d g m e n t  of

8 the court, including, but not limited to, p a y i n g  all fines,

9 costs, a n d  c r i m e  v i c t i m  rights a s sessments, w i t h i n  the 14-day

10 period, the court shall i m m e d i a t e l y  i n f o r m  the s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e

11 who shall i m m e d i a t e l y  suspend- the p e r s o n ' s  o p e r a t o r ' s  or

12 chauffeur's l i c e n s e  and n otify the p e r s o n  of the s u s p e n s i o n  by

13 first-class m a i l  sent to the p e r s o n ' s  last k n o w n  address.

14 (4) A  s u s p e n s i o n  imposed under s u b s e c t i o n  (2) or (3) s h a l l

15 remain in e f f e c t  until both of the f o l l o w i n g  occur:

16 (a) T h e  c ourt informs the s e c r e t a r y  of state that the p e r s o n

17 has a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  the court a n d  that all m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  to

18 the v i o l a t i o n  or to the n o n c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  s e c t i o n  907 are

19 resolved.

20 (b) T h e  p e r s o n  has p a i d  to the court a $ 25.00 dr.iver l i c e n s e

21 reinst a t e m e n t  fee. The increase in the r e i n s t a t e m e n t  fee f r o m

22 $10.00 to $25.00 shall be imposed for a l i c e n s e  t h a t  is s u s p e n d e d

23 on or a f t e r  A p r i l  5, 1988 regard l e s s  of w h e n  the l i c e n s e  w a s

24 suspended.

25 (5) T h e  court shall not n o t i f y  the s e c r e t a r y  of state, a n d

26 the s e c r e t a r y  of state shall not s u s p e n d  the p e r s o n ' s  license, if

27 the p e r s o n  fails to appear in response to a c i t a t i o n  i s s u e d  for.
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1 or f a i l s  to c o m p l y  w i t h  an order or judgment i n v o l v i n g  1 or more

2 of the f o l l o w i n g  infractions:

3 (a) T h e  p a r k i n g  or s t a nding of a vehicle.

4 (b) A  p e d e s t r i a n ,  passenger, or b i c y c l e  viola t i o n .

5 (6) U P O N  R E C E I P T  F R O M  T H E  O F F I C E  O F  T H E  F R I E N D  O F  T H E  COURT

6 O F  A  C O P Y  O F  A  S U S P E N S I O N  O R D E R  E N T E R E D  P U R S U A N T  T O  S E C T I O N  26A,

7 33, O R  35 O F  T H E  S U P P O R T  A N D  V I S I T A T I O N  E N F O R C E M E N T  ACT, A C T

8 NO. 295 O F  T H E  P U B L I C  A C T S  O F  1982, B E I N G  S E C T I O N S  552.626A,

9 5 5 2. 63 3, A N D  552. 63 5 O F  T H E  M I C H I G A N  C O M P I L E D  LAWS, T H E  SECRETARY

10 O F  S T A T E  S H A L L  S E N D  A  N O T I C E  T O  T H E  P E R S O N  T H A T  IS T H E  S U B J E C T  OF

11 T H E  O R D E R  I N D I C A T I N G  T H A T  HIS O R  H E R  O P E R A T O R ' S  O R  C H A U F F E U R ' S

12 L I C E N S E  S H A L L  B E  S U S P E N D E D  28 DAYS A F T E R  T H E  D A T E  O F  M A I L I N G  THE

13 N O T I C E  U N T I L  B O T H  O F  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  OCCUR:

14 (A) T H E  O F F I C E  O F  T H E  F R I E N D  O F  T H E  C O U R T  S E N D S  A  C O P Y  O F  AN

15 O R D E R  R E S C I N D I N G  A  S U S P E N S I O N  O R D E R  T O  T H E  S E C R E T A R Y  O F  STATE.

16 (B) T H E  P E R S O N  HAS P A I D  T O  T H E  S E C R E T A R Y  O F  S T A T E  A  $6.00

17 D R I V E R  L I C E N S E  R E I N S T A T E M E N T  FEE. T H E  F E E  S H A L L  B E  D E P O S I T E D  IN

18 T H E  S T A T E  G E N E R A L  FUND, A N D  SHALL B E  U S E D  T O  D E F R A Y  T H E  EXPENSES

19 O F  T H E  S E C R E T A R Y  O F  S T A T E  IN P R O C E S S I N G  T H E  S U S P E N S I O N  A N D  REIN-

20 S T A T E M E N T  O F  D R I V E R  L I C E N S E S  U N D E R  T H I S  SECTION.

21 (7) ■■(■6) T h e  court m a y  n o t i f y  a p e r s o n  w h o  has d o n e  either

22 of the f ollowing, that if the p e r s o n  does not a p p e a r  w i t h i n  10

23 d a y s  a f t e r  the n o t i c e  is issued, the court will i n f o r m  the secre-

24 t a r y  of s t a t e  of the p e r s o n ' s  failure to appear:

25 (a) F a i l e d  to a n swer 2 or m o r e  p a r k i n g  v i o l a t i o n  n o t i c e s  or

26 c i t a t i o n s  for v i o l a t i n g  a p r o v i s i o n  of this act or an o r d i n a n c e

27 s u b s t a n t i a l l y  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  to a p r o v i s i o n  of this act p e r t a i n i n g
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1 to h a n d i c a p p e r  p a r k i n g  issued or s e r v e d  after the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e

2 of the a m e n d a t o r y  act that a d d e d  this subdivision.

3 (b) F a i l e d  to answer 6 or m o r e  p a r k i n g  v i o l a t i o n  n o t i c e s  or

4 citations, i ssued or s e r v e d  after M a r c h  31, 1981, r e g a r d i n g  i l l e -

5 gal parking.

6 (8 ) T h e  s e c r e t a r y  of state, u p o n  b e i n g  i n f o r m e d  of the

7 failure of a p e r s o n  to appear as p r o v i d e d  in s u b s e c t i o n  (6 ) ■

8 (7 ), shall not issue a l i cense to the p e r s o n  until b o t h  of the

9 following occur:

10 (a) T h e  c ourt informs the s e c r e t a r y  of state that the p e r s o n

11 has r e s o l v e d  all o u t s t a n d i n g  m a t t e r s  r e g a rding the n o t i c e s  or

12 citations.

13 (b) T h e  p e r s o n  has p a i d  to the court a $25.00 d r i v e r  l i c e n s e

14 r e i n s t a t e m e n t  fee. The increase in the r e i n s t a t e m e n t  fee f r o m

15 $10.00 to $25.00 shall be imposed for a l i c e n s e  that is s u s p e n d e d

16 on or after A p r i l  5, 1988 regardless of w h e n  the l i c e n s e  was

17 suspended. If the court d e t e r m i n e s  that the p e r s o n  is not

18 r e s p o n s i b l e  for any of the p a r k i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  for w h i c h  the

19 p e r s o n ' s  l i cense was s u s p e n d e d  under this subsection, the court

20 shall w a i v e  p a y m e n t  of the fee.

21 (9) (0)— For the p u r p o s e s  of s u b s e c t i o n s  (4)(a) and

22 (7) (a)- (8 ) (A), the court shall give to the p e r s o n  a c o p y  of the

23 i n f o r m a t i o n  being t r a n s m i t t e d  to the s e c r e t a r y  of state. U p o n

24 s h o w i n g  that copy, the p e r s o n  shall not be a r r e s t e d  or i s s u e d  a

25 c i t a t i o n  for d r i v i n g  on a s u s p e n d e d  license on the b a s i s  of a n y

26 m a t t e r  r e s o l v e d  under s u b s e c t i o n  ( 4 ) (a) or ( 7 ) (a) (8 ) (A), e v e n
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1 if the i n f o r m a t i o n  being sent to the s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e  h a s  not

2 yet b e e n  r e c e i v e d  or r e c o r d e d  by the department.

3 (10) (9 ) S i x t y  p e r c e n t  of the d r i v e r  l i c e n s e  reinstatement

4 fees r e c e i v e d  under s u b s e c t i o n s  (4)(b) a n d  (7~H b ) - (8)(B) shall

5 be t r a n s m i t t e d  by the court to the s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e  o n  a

6 m o n t h l y  basis. T h e  funds received b y  the s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e  pur-

7 suant to this s u b s e c t i o n  shall be d e p o s i t e d  in the s t a t e  g e neral

8 f u n d  a n d  s hall be u s e d  to d e f r a y  the e x p e n s e s  of the s e c r e t a r y  of

9 s t a t e  in p r o c e s s i n g  the s u s p e n s i o n  a n d  r e i n s t a t e m e n t  of d r i v e r

10 l i c e n s e s  under this section.

11 S e c t i o n  2. This a m e n d a t o r y  act shall not take e f f e c t  unless

12 all of the f o l l o w i n g  bills of the 87th L e g i s l a t u r e  a r e  e n a c t e d

13 into law:

14 (a) S e n a t e  B i l l  No. ______  or H o u s e  B i l l  No. 4138 (request

15 no. 0194 5' 93 ).

16 (b) S e n a t e  Bill No. ______  or H o u s e  Bill No. 4136 (request

17 no. 0194 6* 93 ).

18 (c) S e n a t e  Bill No. ______  or H o u s e  Bill No. 4135 (request

19 no. 019 47'93).
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