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THE APPARENT PROBLEM:

At present, the Michigan Vehicle Code permits certain
vehicles to operate as emergency vehicles as long as they
meet the definition of an "authorized emergency vehicle”
under the act. This term refers to fire department
vehicles, police vehicles, ambulances, and other privately
owned vehicles used by volunteer or paid fire fighters or
volunteer ambulance drivers which have been authorized
to operate as emergency vehicles by the Department of
State Police. Apparently, however, in authorizing a
vehicle to operate in this way, the department generally
contacts a local emergency medical service agency or
some other local authority in the process of determining
whether a vehicle--based on who owns it and how he or
she plans to use it--should qualify as an emergency
vehicle. (This is important because authorized
emergency vehicles may use special emergency flashers
and operate at high speeds or in other ways required
under emergency conditions.) Because the department
finds the current process to be inefficient and time-
consuming, it has requested legislation that would
transfer responsibility for authorizing emergency vehicles
to certain local officials. In addition, language has been
requested that would permit vehicles owned and operated
by federally recognized nonprofit charitable organizations
that were to be used exclusively for assisting during
emergencies to qualify as emergency vehicles for
purposes of using red flashers during emergency calls.

THE CONTENT OF THE BILL:

Under the Michigan Vehicle Code, the Department of
State Police determines which vehicles qualify as
"authorized emergency vehicles" for purposes of being
able to use emergency flashers and operate under
emergency conditions (i.e., high-speed situations). The
bill would eliminate the role of the Department of State
Police in authorizing what constitutes an authorized
emergency vehicle and, instead, specifies that such a
vehicle would mean either of the following:

* Vehicles of the fire department, police vehicles,
ambulances, or privately owned motor vehicles of
volunteer or paid fire fighters, or of members of
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emergency medical service agencies that were licensed by
the Department of Community Health if authorized by the
county and/or local emergency medical service agency
director or the person designated with such authority;

* For purposes of qualifying to use red flashers on the top
of a vehicle during an emergency, a vehicle owned and
operated by a federally recognized nonprofit charitable
organization that was used exclusively for assisiance
during that emergency.

MCL 257.2 and 257.698

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

The Department of State Police says the bill would result
in minimal cost savings both for the state and for local
governments as it would save them costs of postage and
paperwork necessary under the current procedure
followed to have a vehicle authorized as an emergency
vehicle. (11-19-96)

ARGUMENTS:

For:

The bill would transfer responsibility for authorizing a
vehicle to operate as an emergency vehicle from the
Department of State Police to the county and/or local
emergency medical service agency director or another
such person who had been designated with this authority.
According to a spokeswoman for the department, these
local officials are currently consulted by the department
in the process of authorizing vehicles to qualify as
emergency vehicles. This communication process,
however, is time-consuming and requires costly
paperwork and postage. Since the department already
relies on the judgment of local officials to make its
decision, it only makes sense to statutorily transfer this
authority to them.

For:
The bill would allow vehicles owned and operated by
federally recognized nonprofit charitable organizations
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that were used exclusively for assisting during
emergencies to qualify as emergency vehicles, This
would enable vehicles used by, for example, the
American Red Cross during emergency situations to
operate as emergency vehicles with red flashers under
such circumstances.

POSITIONS:

The Department of State Police supports the bill. (11-19-
96)

Analyst: T, Iversen

M This annlysis was prepared by nonpartisan House staff for use by House members in
their deliberations, and does not an official of legislative intent
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