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Senate Bill 734 (Substitute S-1) 
Sponsor: Senator Dale L. Shugars 
Committee: Local, Urban and State Affairs 

Date Completed: 4-16-96 

CONTENT 
 
The bill would amend Public Act 156 of 1851, which defines the powers and duties of county 
boards of commissioners, to increase from five to 20 years the term for which a county board may 
purchase or lease real estate for the site of a courthouse, jail, clerk’s office, or other county building 
in a county. 

 
In addition, the Act requires a county officer to report under oath to the county board on his or her 
duties and to give a bond for the faithful performance of those duties. An officer who neglects or 
refuses either to make a report or to give a bond may be removed from office by a two-thirds vote 
of the county board, and the office is declared vacant. The bill would delete provisions that: permit 
the county board to fill the vacancy for the unexpired portion of the term for which the officer was 
elected or appointed; require the vacancy to be filled at an election, if the election occurs before 
the term expires, and if the office is elective; and require the board to give reasonable notice of the 
election to fill the vacancy. 

 
MCL 46.11 Legislative Analyst: L. Arasim 

 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 
The bill would lower the legal costs for renewing real estate leases to counties. 

The bill would have no State fiscal impact. 

Fiscal Analyst: R. Ross 
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This analysis was prepared by nonpartisan Senate staff for use by the Senate in its deliberations and does not constitute an official 
statement of legislative intent. 
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