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Introduced by Reps. L lew ellyn  and Busli

ENROLLED HOUSE BILL No. 5012
A N  A C T  to amend .section 2157 o f  A c t No. 2.'M> o f  the Public Acts o f l!W*l, en titled  a.s amended “ An act to revi.se and 

consolidate the statutes relating to the organization and jurisdiction o f  the courts o f  this state; the powers and duties o f 
such courts, and o f the judges and other o fficers thereof; the forms and attributes o f civil claims and actions; the time 
within which civil actions and proceedings may be brought in said courts; pleading, evidence, practice and procedure in 
civil and criminal actions and proceedings in said courts; to provide rem edies and penalties for the violation o f certain 
provisions o f this act; and to repeal all acts and parts o f  acts inconsistent with, or contraven ing any o f the provisions o f 
this act,” as amended by A ct No. 102 o f the Public Acts o f  198!), being section (>00.21!Y7 o f the Michigan ( 'ompiled I ,aws.

The Peop le o f  the. S id le  o/ M ichit/im  eti.acl:

Section 1. Section 2157 o f A c t No. 2.% o f the Public Acts o f 1 !K>I, as amended by A ct No. 102 o f the Public Acts o f 
1!KS!), being section (500.2157 o f the Michigan (.'ompiled Laws, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 2157. lOxcept as otherw ise provided by law, a person duly authorized to practice medicine or surgery shall not 
disclose any information that the person has acquired in attending a patient in a professional character, i f  the 
information was necessary to enable the person to prescribe for the patient as a physician, or to do any act for the 
patient as a surgeon. I f  the patient brings an action against any defendant to recover for any personal injuries, or for 
any malpractice, and the patient produces a physician as a witness in l.lie patient’s own behalf who has treated the 
patient for the in jury or for any disease or condition fo r  which the m alpractice is a lleged , the patient shall be considered 
to have w aived  the p riv ilege  provided in this section as to another physician who has treated  the patient for the injuries, 
disease, or condition. I f  a patient has died, the heirs at law  o f  the patient, w h eth er proponents or contestants o f  the 
patient’s w ill, shall be considered to be personal represen tatives o f  the deceased patient fo r  the purpose o f  w aiving the 
p riv ilege  under this section in a contest upon the question o f adm itting the patient’s w ill to probate. I f  a patient has 
died, the beneficiary o f a life insurance policy insuring the life  o f  the patient, or the patient’s heirs at law, may w aive 
the p riv ilege  under this section fo r  the purpose o f provid ing the necessary documentation to a life  insurer in exam ining 
a claim fo r  benefits.
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This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Secretary o f the Senate.

Approved_____________________________________________________

Governor.
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