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ENROLLED HOUSE BILL No. 6143
AN ACT to amend section 16909 of Act No. 368 of the Public Acts o f 1978, entitled as amended “An act to protect 

and promote the public health; to codify, revise, consolidate, classify, and add to the laws relating to public health; to 
provide for the prevention and control o f diseases and disabilities; to provide for the classification, administration, 
regulation, financing, and maintenance of personal, environmental, and other health services and activities; to create or 
continue, and prescribe the powers and duties of, departments, boards, commissions, councils, committees, task forces, 
and other agencies; to prescribe the powers and duties of governmental entities and officials; to regulate occupations, 
facilities, and agencies affecting the public health; to regulate health maintenance organizations and certain third party 
administrators and insurers; to provide for the imposition of a regulatory fee; to promote the efficient and economical 
delivery o f health care services, to provide for the appropriate utilization o f health care facilities and services, and to 
provide for the closure o f hospitals or consolidation o f hospitals or services; to provide for the collection and use o f data 
and information; to provide for the transfer o f property; to provide certain immunity from liability; to regulate and 
prohibit the sale and offering for sale of drug paraphernalia under certain circumstances; to provide for penalties and 
remedies; to provide for sanctions for violations of this act and local ordinances; to repeal certain acts and parts of acts; 
to repeal certain parts o f this act; and to repeal certain parts o f this act on specific dates,” as added by A ct No. 126 of 
the Public Acts o f 1995, being section 333.16909 o f the Michigan Compiled Laws.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

Section 1. Section 16909 of Act No. 368 of the Public Acts of 1978, as added by Act No. 126 of the Public Acts o f 1995, 
being section 333.16909 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 16909. (1) The board shall grant a license as a marriage and family therapist to an individual who meets all of 
the following requirements:

(a) Provides satisfactory evidence to the board of meeting either of the following educational qualifications:
(i) Has a master’s or higher graduate degree from an accredited training program in marriage and family therapy 

approved by the board.
(ii) Has a master’s or higher graduate degree from an accredited college or university approved by the board and 

has completed all o f the following graduate-level courses at an accredited college or university approved by the board:
(A) Three courses in family studies that total at least 6 semester or 9 quarter hours.
(B) Three courses in family therapy methodology that total at least 6 semester or 9 quarter hours.
(C) Three courses in human development, personality theory, or psychopathology that total at least 6 semester or 9 

quarter hours.
(D) A t least 2 semester or 3 quarter hours in ethics, law, and standards o f professional practice.
(E) A t least 2 semester or 3 quarter hours in research.
(b) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (2), provides satisfactory evidence to the board of having completed 

supervised clinical marriage and family therapy experience in conjunction with the applicant’s educational program. The 
clinical marriage and family therapy experience described in this subdivision shall meet all o f the following 
requirements:

(354)



(1) Be obtained either in a clinical practicum during graduate education or in a postgraduate marriage and family 
institute training program acceptable to the board.

Cm) Be obtained over not less than 8 consecutive months.
(Hi) Be verified by a supervisor who has a master’s or higher graduate degree from an accredited college or 

university approved by the board and meets 1 o f the following:
(A) Is a marriage and family therapist.
(B) Is a certified social worker or a social worker registered under article 16 of the occupational code, Act No. 299 

o f the Public Acts of 1980, being sections 339.1601 to 339.1610 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.
(C) Is a licensed professional counselor as defined in section 18101.
(D) Is a physician as defined in section 17001 or 17501 and practicing in a mental health setting.
(E) Is a fully licensed psychologist as defined in section 18201.
(F) Is an approved supervisor or supervisor-in-training through a program conducted by the American association 

for marriage and family therapy and approved by the board.
(iv) Include not less than 300 direct client contact hours in supervised clinical marriage and family therapy 

experience, at least 1/2 o f which were completed in a setting in which families, couples, or subsystems of families were 
physically present in the therapy room.

Cv) Be supervised in a ratio of at least 1 hour o f supervision for each 5 hours o f direct client contact, for a total o f not 
less than 60 hours of supervision concurrent with the 300 hours of supervised direct client contact.

(c) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (2), provides satisfactory evidence to the board of having completed 
a minimum of 1,000 direct client contact hours in supervised marriage and family therapy experience, at least 1/2 of 
which was completed with families, couples, or subsystems of families physically present in the therapy room, that 
meets all o f the following conditions:

CO Is verified by the supervising licensed marriage and family therapist.
(ii) Is obtained following the completion o f the degree required by subdivision (a)(i) or the completion o f the degree 

and course work required by subdivision (a)(ii), or is obtained as part o f a doctoral program in marriage and family 
therapy from an accredited college or university approved by the board, which experience may include experience 
obtained under subdivision (b)(i).

(in) Is supervised in a ratio of at least 1 hour of supervision for each 5 hours o f experience, for a total o f not less 
than 200 hours of supervision concurrent with the 1,000 hours o f supervised experience. Not less than 100 hours of 
supervision under this subparagraph shall be individual supervision with no more than 1 other supervisee present. The 
remaining supervision under this subparagraph may be group supervision involving no more than 6 supervisees with 1 
supervisor. The supervision shall be given in face-to-face contact with the individual obtaining marriage and family 
therapy experience.

(2) The board shall waive the requirements o f subsection (l)(b ) and (c) for an applicant who provides satisfactory 
evidence to the board o f having obtained a doctoral degree from an accredited doctoral training program in marriage 
and family therapy approved by the board.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Clerk o f the House o f Representatives.

Secretary of the Senate.

Approved

Governor.
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