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Introduced by Senators Emmons, Geake, Gougeon, Hoffman, Shugars, Byrum, Dunaskiss and McManus

ENROLLED SENATE BILL No. 589
AN ACT to amend section 5809 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, entitled as amended “An act to revise and 

consolidate the statutes relating to the organization and jurisdiction of the courts of this state; the powers and duties of 
such courts, and of the judges and other officers thereof; the forms and attributes of civil claims and actions; the time 
within which civil actions and proceedings may be brought in said courts; pleading, evidence, practice and procedure in 
civil and criminal actions and proceedings in said courts; to provide remedies and penalties for the violation of certain 
provisions of this act; and to repeal all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with, or contravening any of the provisions of 
this act,” being section 600.5809 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

The People of the State o f Michigan enact:

Section 1. Section 5809 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, being section 600.5809 of the Michigan Compiled 
Laws, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 5809. (1) A person shall not bring or maintain an action to enforce a noncontractual money obligation unless, 
after the claim first accrued to the person or to someone through whom he or she claims, the person commences the 
action within the applicable period of time prescribed by this section.

(2) The period of limitations is 2 years for an action for the recovery of a penalty or forfeiture based on a penal 
statute brought in the name of the people of this state.

(3) Except as provided in subsection (4), the period of limitations is 10 years for an action founded upon a judgment 
or decree rendered in a court of record of this state, or in a court of record of the United States or of another state of 
the United States, from the time of the rendition of the judgment or decree. The period of limitations is 6 years for an 
action founded upon a judgment or decree rendered in a court not of record of this state, or of another state, from the 
time of the rendition of the judgment or decree. A  judgment entered in the district court of this state before May 25, 
1973, is a judgment of a court not of record. A judgment entered in the district court of this state on or after May 25, 
1973, except a judgment entered in the small claims division of the district court, is a judgment of a court of record. 
Within the applicable period of limitations prescribed by this subsection, an action may be brought upon the judgment 
or decree for a new judgment or decree. The new judgment or decree is subject to this subsection.

(4) For an action to enforce a support order that is enforceable under the support and parenting time enforcement 
act, Act No. 295 of the Public Acts of 1982, being sections 552.601 to 552.650 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, the period 
of limitations is 10 years from the date that the last support payment is due under the support order regardless of 
whether or not the last payment is made.

Section 2. This amendatory act shall take effect January 1 ,  1997.
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This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Secretary of the Senate.

Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Approved____________________________________________

Governor.
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