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STATE OF MICHIGAN
88TH LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION OF 1996

Introduced by Senator Bouchard

ENROLLED SENATE BILL No. 833

AN ACT to amend section 7301 of Act No. 218 of the Public Acts of 1956, entitled as amended “An act to revise,
consolidate, and classify the laws relating to the insurance and surety business; to regulate the incorporation or
formation of domestic insurance and surety companies and associations and the admission of foreign and alien companies
and associations; to provide their rights, powers, and immunities and to prescribe the conditions on which companies
and associations organized, existing, or authorized under this act may exercise their powers; to provide the rights,
powers, and immunities and to prescribe the conditions on which other persons, firms, corporations, associations, risk
retention groups, and purchasing groups engaged in an insurance or surety business may exercise their powers; to
provide for the imposition of a privilege fee on domestic insurance companies and associations and the state accident
fund; to provide for the imposition of a tax on the business of foreign and alien companies and associations; to provide
for the imposition of a tax on risk retention groups and purchasing groups; to provide for the imposition of a tax on the
business of surplus line agents; to provide for the imposition of regulatory fees on certain insurers; to modify tort
liability arising out of certain accidents; to provide for limited actions with respect to that modified tort liability and to
prescribe certain procedures for maintaining those actions; to require security for losses arising out of certain accidents;
to provide for the continued availability and affordability of automobile insurance and homeowners insurance in this
state and to facilitate the purchase of that insurance by all residents of this state at fair and reasonable rates; to provide
for certain reporting with respect to insurance and with respect to certain claims against uninsured or self-insured
persons; to prescribe duties for certain state departments and officers with respect to that reporting; to provide for
certain assessments; to establish and continue certain state insurance funds; to modify and clarify the status, rights,
powers, duties, and operations of the nonprofit malpractice insurance fund; to provide for the departmental supervision
and regulation of the insurance and surety business within this state; to provide for the conservation, rehabilitation, or
liquidation of unsound or insolvent insurers; to provide for the protection of policyholders, claimants, and creditors of
unsound or insolvent insurers; to provide for associations of insurers to protect policyholders and claimants in the event
of insurer insolvencies; to prescribe educational requirements for insurance agents and solicitors; to provide for the
regulation of multiple employer welfare arrangements; to create an automobile theft prevention authority to reduce the
number of automobile thefts in this state; to prescribe the powers and duties of the automobile theft prevention
authority; to provide certain powers and duties upon certain officials, departments, and authorities of this state; to
repeal certain acts and parts of acts; to repeal certain acts and parts of acts on specific dates; to repeal certain parts of
this act on specific dates; and to provide penalties for the violation of this act,” being section 500.7301 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws; and to add section 7316.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

Section 1. Section 7301 of Act No. 218 of the Public Acts of 1956, being section 500.7301 of the Michigan Compiled
Laws, is amended and section 7316 is added to read as follows:
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Sec. 7301. As used in this chapter:

(a) “Title insurance” means the insuring, guaranteeing, or indemnifying of designated owners of real estate or any
interest in real estate against loss or damage that may result because the title is vested in a manner otherwise than as
stated in the title insurance policy, because the title is unmarketable, or because the title is subject to liens,
encumbrances, or other matters adversely affecting the rights of use, enjoyment, or disposition of the real estate, and
not excepted in the policy, all in accordance with the terms of a title insurance policy approved as to substance and form,
or doing anything equivalent in substance to any of the foregoing in a manner designed to evade the provisions of this
chapter.

(b) “Title insurer” means any domestic, foreign, or alien insurer issuing title insurance, either directly or indirectly,
other than reinsurance or coinsurance or both as referred to in section 7308, with respect to any real estate located in
this state.

(c) “Title insurance policy” means any policy or contract insuring, guaranteeing, or indemnifying against loss or
damage suffered by owners of real estate or by other persons interested in the real estate by reason of liens,
encumbrances upon, defects in, or the unmarketability of the title to the real estate, or other matters affecting the title
to real estate or the right to the use and enjoyment of the real estate, and insuring, guaranteeing, or indemnifying the
condition of the title to real estate or the status of any lien on the real estate.

(d) “Title insurance commitment” means a document issued by a duly authorized title insurer offering to issue a title
insurance policy upon performance of the conditions set forth in the document.

(e) “Property title information report” means information regarding matters of public record affecting legal title to
real property that satisfies both of the following:

(i) Is provided upon request to a real property owner, a financial institution, a person with a contractual interest in
the real property, or to a person licensed under article 25 of the occupational code, Act No. 299 of the Public Acts of
1980, being sections 339.2501 to 339.2518 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, in connection with the marketing of real
estate.

(it) Is provided on a form other than a commitment of title insurance.

Sec. 7316. A title agency or insurer may provide a property title information report. A property title information
report shall be provided without payment or consideration of any kind and without any promise to obtain from the title
insurer a title insurance policy for the property for which the title insurance report was prepared. If a property title
information report is provided under this section, the property title information report shall disclose that it was
provided without payment or consideration of any kind and that it was provided without any promise to obtain from the
title insurer a title insurance policy.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.
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