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STATE OF MICHIGAN
88TH LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION OF 1996

Introduced by Senators Hoffman, North, Shugars and Hart

ENROLLED SENATE BILL No. 1060

AN ACT to amend Act No. 118 of the Public Acts of 1893, entitled as amended “An act to revise and consolidate the
laws relative to state prisons, to state houses of correction, and branches of state prisons and reformatories, and the
government and discipline thereof and to repeal all acts inconsistent therewith,” as amended, being sections 800.33 to
800.61 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, by adding section 43.

The People of the State of Michigan enact-

Section 1. Act No. 118 of the Public Acts of 1893, as amended, being sections 800.33 to 800.61 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws, is amended by adding section 43 to read as follows:

Sec. 43. (1) The department may prohibit a prisoner from receiving or possessing any material that the department
determines under this section is detrimental to the security, good order, or discipline of the institution, or that may
facilitate or encourage criminal activity, or that may interfere with the rehabilitation of any prisoner. The department
shall not prohibit a prisoner from receiving or possessing any material solely because the content of that material is
religious, philosophical, political, social, or sexual, or because it is unpopular or repugnant. Material that may be
prohibited under this section includes, but is not limited to, any of the following:

(@) Material that depicts or describes procedures for constructing or using weapons, ammunition, bombs, or
incendiary devices.

(b) Material that depicts, encourages, or describes methods of escaping from correctional facilities or that contains
blueprints, drawings, or similar descriptions of department institutions or facilities.

(c) Material that depicts or describes procedures for manufacturing alcoholic beverages or drugs.

(d) Material that is written in code.

(e) Material that depicts, describes, or encourages activities that may lead to the use of physical violence or group
disruption.

(f) Material that encourages or provides instruction in criminal activity.

(g) Material that is sexually explicit and that by its nature or content poses a threat to the security, good order, or
discipline of the institution, facilitates criminal activity, or interferes with the rehabilitation of any prisoner.

(2) The department of corrections shall not establish a list of material that may be prohibited under this section
before the material is reviewed. This subsection does not prevent the department from prohibiting other prisoners from
receiving or possessing identical copies of the material without review after the material has been initially reviewed.

(3) If a publication is prohibited by the department, the department shall promptly notify the prisoner in writing
that the material is prohibited and the reasons it is prohibited. The notice shall state the specific content upon which
the prohibition is based. The department shall allow the prisoner to review the material to determine whether he or she
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wishes to administratively appeal the department’s decision to prohibit the material unless the review would threaten
the security, good order, or discipline of the institution, encourage or provide instruction in criminal activity, or
interfere with the rehabilitation of any prisoner.

4) This section does not prohibit the department from setting limits on the amount of material an inmate may
receive or retain in his or her quarters for fire, sanitation, or housekeeping reasons.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Secretary of the Senate.

Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Approved

Governor.



