
HOUSE BILL No. 4046
January 11, 1995, Introduced by Reps. Hammerstrom, Rhead, Ryan, Walberg, 

Fitzgerald, McNutt and Hill and referred to the Committee on Education.

A  b i l l  to a m e n d  s e c t i o n  1278 of Act No. 451 of the P u b l i c  

Acts of 1976, e n t i t l e d  as a m e n d e d  

"The s c h o o l  co d e  of 1976,"

as a m e n d e d  by A c t  No. 335 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1993, b e i n g  s e c­

tion 3 8 0 . 1 2 7 8  of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws.

T H E  P E O P L E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  M I C H I G A N  ENACT:

1 S e c t i o n  1. S e c t i o n  1278 of Act No. 45 1 of the P u b l i c  A c t s

2 of 1976, as a m e n d e d  by Act No. 335 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1993,

3 being s e c t i o n  3 8 0 . 1 2 7 8  of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, is a m e n d e d

4 to read as follows:

5 Sec. 1278. (1) S u b j e c t  to s u b s e c t i o n  (12), in a d d i t i o n  to

6 the r e q u i r e m e n t s  for a c c r e d i t a t i o n  u n der s e c t i o n  1280 s p e c i f i e d

7 in that s e c t i o n ,  if the b o a r d  of a sc h o o l  d i s t r i c t  w a n t s  all of

8 the s c h o o l s  of the s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  to be a c c r e d i t e d  u n d e r

9 s e c t i o n  1280, the b o a r d  s h all m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  to all p u p i l s
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1 a t t e n d i n g  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  in the d i s t r i c t  a co r e  a c a d e m i c

2 c u r r i c u l u m  in c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  s u b s e c t i o n  (3) in e a c h  of the cur-

3 r i c u l a r  a r e a s  s p e c i f i e d  in the s t a t e  b o a r d  r e c o m m e n d e d  m o d e l  core

4 a c a d e m i c  c u r r i c u l u m  d e v e l o p e d  u n der s u b s e c t i o n  (2). T h e  s t a t e

5 b o a r d  m o d e l  c o r e  a c a d e m i c  c u r r i c u l u m  s h all e n c o m p a s s  a c a d e m i c  and

6 c o g n i t i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n  only. For p u r p o s e s  of this s u b s e c t i o n ,  the

7 s t a t e  b o a r d  m o d e l  co r e  a c a d e m i c  c u r r i c u l u m  s h a l l  not i n c l u d e

8 a t t i t u d e s ,  b e l i e f s ,  or v a l u e  s y s t e m s  that a r e  not e s s e n t i a l  in

9 the legal, e c o n o m i c ,  and s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  of our s o c i e t y  a n d  to

1 0 the p e r s o n a l  a n d  s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of c i t i z e n s  of our

1 1 s o c i e t y .

12 (2) A r e c o m m e n d e d  m o d e l  c o r e  a c a d e m i c  c u r r i c u l u m  s h a l l  be

13 -developed by the st a te  b o a r d  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e d  to e a c h  s c h o o l  dis-

14 t r ict in the state. The r e c o m m e n d e d  c o r e  a c a d e m i c  c u r r i c u l u m

15 s h a l l  set f o r t h  d e s i r e d  l e a r n i n g  o b j e c t i v e s  in math, s c i e n c e ,

16 rea d i n g ,  h i s t o r y ,  g e o g r a p h y ,  e c o n o m i c s ,  A m e r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  and

17 w r i t i n g  for all c h i l d r e n  at e a c h  s t a g e  of s c h o o l i n g  a n d  be b a s e d

18 u p o n  the " M i c h i g a n  K - 1 2 p r o g r a m  s t a n d a r d s  of q u a l i t y "  to e n s u r e

19 that h i g h  a c a d e m i c  s t a n d a r d s ,  a c a d e m i c  s k i lls, a n d  a c a d e m i c

2 0 s u b j e c t  m a t t e r s  are b u i l t  into the i n s t r u c t i o n a l  g o a l s  of all

21 d i s t r i c t s  for all c h i l d r e n .  The s t a t e  b o a r d  a l s o  s h a l l  e n s u r e

22 that the M i c h i g a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  a s s e s s m e n t  p r o g r a m  a n d  the h i g h

23 s c h o o l  p r o f i c i e n c y  exam, or any o t h e r  s t a t e w i d e  b e n c h m a r k  test is

24 t e s t i n g  o n l y  for p r o f i c i e n c y  in b a s i c  a c a d e m i c  s k i l l s  a n d  a c a -

25 d e m i c  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  and are not u s e d  to m e a s u r e  p u p ils' v a l u e s

26 or a t t i t u d e s .
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, (3) S u b j e c t  to s u b s e c t i o n  (12), the b o a r d  of e a c h  s c h o o l

2 district, c o n s i d e r i n g  the a c a d e m i c  c u r r i c u l a r  o u t c o m e s  d e f i n e d

3 and r e c o m m e n d e d  p u r s u a n t  to s u b s e c t i o n  (2 ), s h all do b o t h  of the

4 following:

5 (a) E s t a b l i s h  a co r e  a c a d e m i c  c u r r i c u l u m  for its p u p i l s  at

6 the e l e m e n t a r y ,  m i d d l e ,  and s e c o n d a r y  school levels. The c o r e

7 academic c u r r i c u l u m  s hall d e f i n e  a c a d e m i c  o u t c o m e s  to be a c h i e v e d  

g by all p u p i l s  a n d  be b a s e d  up o n  the school d i s t r i c t ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l

9 mission, l o n g - r a n g e  s t u d e n t  goals, and s t u d e n t  p e r f o r m a n c e

10 objectives. T h e  c o r e  a c a d e m i c  c u r r i c u l u m  m a y  v a r y  f r o m  the m o d e l  

U  core a c a d e m i c  c u r r i c u l u m  r e c o m m e n d e d  by the s t at e  b o a r d  p u r s u a n t

12 to s u b s e c t i o n  ( 2 ) .

13 (b) A f t e r  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  t e a c h e r s  and sc h o o l  b u i l d i n g

4 a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  d e t e r m i n e  the a l i g n e d  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  for 

,5 d e l i v e r i n g  the co r e  a c a d e m i c  c u r r i c u l u m  and i d e n t i f y  the c o u r s e s

16 and p r o g r a m s  in w h i c h  the core a c a d e m i c  c u r r i c u l u m  w i l l  be

17 taught.

18 (4) C o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  its core a c a d e m i c  c u r r i c u l u m  for e a r l y

19 e l e m e n t a r y  school, the b o a r d  of a school d i s t r i c t  s h all c o n s i d e r

20 adopting, e a r l y  e l e m e n t a r y  sch o o l  p r o g r a m  i n i t i a t i v e s  e s t a b l i s h i n g

21 nongraded, c o n t i n u o u s  p r o g r e s s  p r o g r a m s  for g r a d e s  1 t h r o u g h  4,

22 u t i l i z i n g  i n d i v i d u a l i z e d  plann i n g ,  m a i n t a i n i n g  c o m p r e h e n s i v e

23 p o r t f o l i o s  a n d  n a r r a t i v e  r e p orts of l e a r n i n g  p r o g r e s s  for all

24 pupils, a n d  e m p h a s i z i n g  c o l l e g i a l i t y  and c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a m o n g

25 teachers, p a r e n t s ,  a n d  studen ts,  all over m u l t i p l e  ye a r  p e r i o d s .

26 (5) T h e  b o a r d  m a y  s u p p l e m e n t  the core a c a d e m i c  c u r r i c u l u m  by

27 p r o v i d i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h r o u g h  a d d i t i o n a l  c l a s s e s  and p r o g r a m s .
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1 (6 ) For all p u p ils, the s u b j e c t s  or c o u r s e s ,  a n d  the

2 d e l i v e r y  of t h o s e  i n c l u d i n g  s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  that c o n s t i t u t e

3 the c u r r i c u l u m  the p u p i l s  e n g a g e  in s h a l l  a s s u r e  the p u p i l s  have

4 a r e a l i s t i c  o p p o r t u n i t y  to l e a r n  all s u b j e c t s  a n d  c o u r s e s

5 r e q u i r e d  by the d i s t r i c t ' s  co r e  a c a d e m i c  c u r r i c u l u m  in o r d e r  to

6 g i v e  all p u p i l s  a g o o d  and fair o p p o r t u n i t y  to a t t a i n  a

7 s t a t e - e n d o r s e d  d i p l o m a .  A s u b j e c t  or c o u r s e  r e q u i r e d  by the core

8 a c a d e m i c  c u r r i c u l u m  p u r s u a n t  to s u b s e c t i o n  (3) s h a l l  be p r o v i d e d

9 to all p u p i l s  in the s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  by a s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ,  a con-

1 0 s o r t i u m  of s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  or a c o n s o r t i u m  of ) or m o r e  school

1 1 d i s t r i c t s  a n d  1 or m o r e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .

12 (7) To the e x t e n t  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  the s t a t e  b o a r d  m a y  a d o p t  or

13 d e v e l o p  a c a d e m i c  o u t c o m e - b a s e d  h i g h  s t a n d a r d s  for k n o w l e d g e  and

14 l i f e  s k i lls, and co r e  a c a d e m i c  c u r r i c u l u m ,  for s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n

15 p u p i l s  for w h o m  it m a y  not be r e a l i s t i c  or d e s i r a b l e  to e x p e c t

16 a c h i e v e m e n t  of n o v i c e  level or i n i tial m a s t e r y  of the s t a t e  board

17 r e c o m m e n d e d  m o d e l  co r e  a c a d e m i c  c u r r i c u l u m  o u t c o m e s  or of a hi g h

18 s c h o o l  d i p l o m a .

19 (8 ) T h e  s t a t e  b o a r d  s h all m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  to all n o n p u b l i c

20 s c h o o l s  in this state, as a r e s o u r c e  for their c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  the

2 1 m o d e l  co r e  a c a d e m i c  c u r r i c u l u m  d e v e l o p e d  for p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  p u r -

2 2  s u a n t  to s u b s e c t i o n  (2 ) for the p u r p o s e  of a s s i s t i n g  the g o v e r n -

23 ing b o d y  of a n o n p u b l i c  s c h o o l  in d e v e l o p i n g  its o w n  c o r e  a c a -

24 d e m i c  c u r r i c u l u m .

25 (9) E x c l u d i n g  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p u p ils, p u p i l s  h a v i n g  a

26 l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t y ,  and p u p i l s  w i t h  e x t e n u a t i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  as

27 d e t e r m i n e d  by s c h o o l  o f f i c i a l s ,  a p u p i l  w h o  does not s c or e
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1 s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  on the 4th or 7th g r a d e  M i c h i g a n  e d u c a t i o n a l

2 assessment p r o g r a m  r e a d i n g  test shall be p r o v i d e d  s p e c i a l  a s s i s t -

3 ance r e a s o n a b l y  e x p e c t e d  to e n a b l e  the p u p i l  to b r i n g  his or her

4 reading s k i l l s  to g r a d e  level w i t h i n  1 2 months.

 ̂ (10) A n y  c o u r s e  that w o u l d  have b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  a n o n e s s e n -

6 tial e l e c t i v e  c o u r s e  u nder Sn y d e r  v C h a r l o t t e  S c h o o l s , 42 1 M i c h

7 517 (1984) on te-he—ef f e c t i v e—d a te—of—bh e - a m e n d a t o r y—ae-te—bfcrert:

g added—thi3 j c c u i o n  A P R I L  13 , 1990 shall c o n t i n u e  to be o f f e r e d

9 to r e s i d e n t  p u p i l s  of n o n p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  on a s h a r e d  time basis.

10 (11) N o t  later than S e p t e m b e r  1, 1994, the s t a t e  b o a r d  s h a l l

11 develop a n d  s u b m i t  for p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  under the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e

12 p r o c e d u r e s  act of 1969, Act No. 306 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1969,

13 being s e c t i o n s  24.201 to 24 .32 8 of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws,

14 p roposed r ules e s t a b l i s h i n g  a r e q u i r e d  core a c a d e m i c  c u r r i c u l u m

15 for all s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  The p r o p o s e d  rules m a y  e x e m p t  p u p i l s

16 d e s c r i b e d  in s u b s e c t i o n  (7) and r e q uire that the s t a n d a r d s

17 d e s c r i b e d  in s u b s e c t i o n  (7) be imp l e m e n t e d .  Not later than

18 J a n uary 1, 1996, the s t at e  b o a r d  shall su b m i t  the p r o p o s e d  rules

19 to the joint c o m m i t t e e  on a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  rules. IN A D D I T I O N  TO

20 A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S ,  T H E  R U L E S  S H A L L  I N C L U D E  IN T H E  C O R E  C U R R I C U L U M

21 FOR A T  L E A S T  E L E M E N T A R Y  A N D  M I D D L E  S C H O O L  P U P I L S  I N S T R U C T I O N  O N

22 THE I M P O R T A N C E  OF  C O M M U N I T Y  S E R V I C E  A N D  L E A R N I N G  A C T I V I T I E S

23 D E S I G N E D  T O  P R O V I D E  E X P E R I E N C E  IN C O M M U N I T Y  S E R V I C E  A N D  T O  P R O -

24 MOTE C O M M U N I T Y  SERVICE.

25 (12) B e g i n n i n g  in the 1997-98 sch o o l  year, the b o a r d  of a

26 school d i s t r i c t  s h all p r o v i d e  to ea c h  p u p i l  the co r e  a c a d e m i c
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1 c u r r i c u l u m  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  the s t a t e  b o a r d  rules d e s c r i b e d  in

2 s u b s e c t i o n  ( 1 1 ).
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