
HOUSE BILL No. 4481
February 28, 1995, Introduced by Reps. Llewellyn, McBryde, Byl, Goschka, 

Hammerstrom, Dalman, Rhead, Cropsey, Lowe, Hill, Jaye, Palamara, Horton, Gernaat, Law, 
Bodem, London, Gustafson, Bobier, Geiger, Weeks, Galloway and Bush and referred to the 
Committee on Local Government.

A  b i l l  t o  a m e n d  s e c t i o n  5 4 4 c  of A c t  No. 116 of t h e  P u b l i c  

A c t s  of 1954, e n t i t l e d  

" M i c h i g a n  e l e c t i o n  l aw,"

as a m e n d e d  b y  A c t  No. 137 of t h e  P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1993, b e i n g  s e c ­

tion 1 6 8 . 5 4 4 c  o f  t h e  M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

1 S e c t i o n  1. S e c t i o n  5 4 4 c  of A c t  No. 116 of t h e  P u b l i c  A c t s

2 of 1954, a s  a m e n d e d  b y  A c t  No. 137 of t h e  P u b l i c  A c t s  o f  1993,

3 being s e c t i o n  1 6 8 . 5 4 4 c  of  t h e  M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, is a m e n d e d

4 to r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :

5 Sec. 544c. (1) A  n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  b e  8 - 1 / 2  i n c h e s

6 by 14 i n c h e s  in size. O n  a n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n ,  t h e  w o r d s

7 " n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n "  s h a l l  b e  p r i n t e d  in 2 4 - p o i n t  b o l d f a c e

8 type. "We, t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d , "  et  c e t e r a  s h a l l  b e  p r i n t e d  in

9 8-point t y pe. " W a r n i n g "  a n d  l a n g u a g e  in t h e  w a r n i n g  s h a l l  b e
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1 p r i n t e d  in 12-point b o l d f a c e  type. T h e  b a l a n c e  of the p e t i t i o n

2 s h a l l  be p r i n t e d  in 8 - p o i n t  type. T h e  name, a d d r e s s ,  a n d  p a r t y

3 a f f i l i a t i o n  of the c a n d i d a t e  a n d  the o f f i c e  for w h i c h  p e t i t i o n s

4 a r e  s i g n e d  s hall be p r i n t e d  in type not la r g e r  th a n  2 4 - p o i n t .

5 T h e  p e t i t i o n  s hall be in the f o l l o w i n g  form:

6 N O M I N A T I N G  P E T I T I O N

7 (PARTISAN)

8 We, the u n d e r s i g n e d ,  r e g i s t e r e d  a n d  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  of

9 the c i t y  or t o w n s h i p  of ............... . in the c o u n t y  of
10 (s t r i k e  1)

11  ...................... and s t ate of M i c h i g a n ,  n o m i n a t e ,

12  .......................................... ..............
13 (Name of C a n d i d a t e )

14  ...............................................................
15 (Street A d d r e s s  or R u r a l  Route) (Post O f f i c e )

16 as a c a n d i d a t e  of the ....................  p a r t y  for the o f f i c e  of

17   , ..........................................................
18 (District, if any)

19 to be v o t e d  for at the p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  to be h e l d  on the

20   d a y  of ............  , 19... .

21 W A R N I N G

22 A  p e r s o n  w h o  k n o w i n g l y  signs m o r e  p e t i t i o n s  for the same

23 o f f i c e  th a n  t h ere are p e r s o n s  to be e l e c t e d  to the o f f i c e ,  —err—

24 s i g n s  a n a m e  o t h e r  than his or her own, O R  R E C E I V E S  C O M P E N S A T I O N

25 F O R  S I G N I N G  T H I S  P E T I T I O N  is v i o l a t i n g - IN V I O L A T I O N  O F  the pro-

26 v i s i o n s  of the M i c h i g a n  e l e c t i o n  law.
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1  ______________________________________________________ ___________________ ___ ____________________
2 Printed Street Address
3 Name and or Post Office Date of Signing
4 Signature Rural Route Mo. Day Year

5  _________________________ __________ ___________ ___

6 1 • __________________________________________________________________________________

7 2 . __________________________________________
8 3 . ___________________________________________________________________________

9 4 . ______________________________________________
10 n u m b e r e d  lines as a b o v e

I 1 C E R T I F I C A T E  OF  C I R C U L A T O R

12 T h e  u n d e r s i g n e d  c i r c u l a t o r  of the a b o v e  p e t i t i o n  a s s e r t s

13 that he or she is q u a l i f i e d  to c i r c u l a t e  this p e t i t i o n ,  T H A T  H E

14 OR SHE IS N O T  B E I N G  C O M P E N S A T E D  F O R  C I R C U L A T I N G  T H E  P E T I T I O N ,  a n d

15 that e a c h  s i g n a t u r e  on the p e t i t i o n  was s i g n e d  in his or her

16 prese n c e ;  a n d  that, to his or her best k n o w l e d g e  and b e l i e f ,  e a c h

17 s i g n a t u r e  is the g e n u i n e  s i g n a t u r e  of the p e r s o n  p u r p o r t i n g  to

18 sign the p e t i t i o n ,  the p e r s o n  s i g n i n g  the p e t i t i o n  was at the

19 time of s i g n i n g  a q u a l i f i e d  r e g i s t e r e d  e l e c t o r  of the c i t y  or

20 t o w n s h i p  l i s t e d  in the h e a d i n g  of the p e t i t i o n ,  and the e l e c t o r

21 was q u a l i f i e d  to si g n  the petit i o n .

22 C i r c u l a t o r— Do not sign or d a t e  c e r t i f i c a t e  u n t i l  a f t e r  c i r -

23 c u l a t i n g  p e t i t i o n .

24
25 ( Printed N a m e  and S i g n a t u r e  of C i r c u l a t o r )  (D a t e )

26  
27 (City or T o w n s h i p  W h e r e  R e g i s t e r e d )

28  ___________________________________________________________________________
29 C o m p l e t e  A d d r e s s  (Street and N u m b e r  or R u r a l  Route)

30  ___________________________________________________________________________
31 (Post Office)
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1 Warning-A circulator knowingly making a false statement in

2 the a b o v e  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  a p e r s o n  not a c i r c u l a t o r  w h o  s i g n s  as a

3 c i r c u l a t o r ,  or a p e r s o n  w h o  s i gns a na m e  o t h e r  than his or her

4 o w n  as c i r c u l a t o r  is g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r .

5 (2) The p e t i t i o n  s h all be in a f o r m  p r o v i d i n g  a s p a c e  for

6 the c i r c u l a t o r  a n d  ea c h  e l e c t o r  w h o  s i g n s  the p e t i t i o n  to p r i n t

7 his or her name. The s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e  shall p r e s c r i b e  the

8 l o c a t i o n  of the s pace for the p r i n t e d  name. T h e  f a i l u r e  of the

9 c i r c u l a t o r  or an e l e c t o r  w h o  s i gns the p e t i t i o n  to p r i n t  his or

10 her n a m e  or to p r i n t  his or her n a m e  in the l o c a t i o n  p r e s c r i b e d

11 by the s e c r e t a r y  of s tate does not a f f e c t  the v a l i d i t y  of the

12 s i g n a t u r e  of the c i r c u l a t o r  or the e l e c t o r  w h o  s i g n s  the

13 p e t i t i o n .  A  p r i n t e d  name l o c a t e d  in the s p a c e  p r e s c r i b e d  for

14 p r i n t e d  n a m e s  do e s  not c o n s t i t u t e  the s i g n a t u r e  of the c i r c u l a t o r

15 or e l e c t o r .

16 (3) At the time of c i r c u l a t i o n ,  the c i r c u l a t o r  of a p e t i t i o n

17 s h a l l  be a r e g i s t e r e d  e l e c t o r  of this state. At the ti m e  of exe-

18 c u t i n g  the c e r t i f i c a t e  of c i r c u l a t o r ,  the c i r c u l a t o r  s h a l l  be

19 r e g i s t e r e d  in the ci t y  or t o w n s h i p  i n d i c a t e d  in the c e r t i f i c a t e

20 of c i r c u l a t o r  on the petition.

21 (4) T h e  c i r c u l a t o r  of a p e t i t i o n  s hall si g n  a n d  d a t e  the

22 c e r t i f i c a t e  of c i r c u l a t o r  b e f o r e  the p e t i t i o n  is filed. A  c i r c u -

23 l a tor s h a l l  not o b t a i n  electors' s i g n a t u r e s  a f t e r  the c i r c u l a t o r

24 has s i g n e d  and d a t e d  the c e r t i f i c a t e  of c i r c u l a t o r .  A  f i l i n g

25 o f f i c i a l  s hall not count electors' s i g n a t u r e s  that w e r e  o b t a i n e d

26 a f t e r  the d a t e  the c i r c u l a t o r  s i g n e d  the c e r t i f i c a t e  or that are

4
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1 contained in a petition that the circulator did not sign and

2 date.

3 (5 ) Except as provided in section 5 4 4d, a petition sheet

4 shall not be circulated in more than I city or township and each

5 signer of a petition sheet shall be a registered elector of the

6 city or township indicated in the heading of the petition sheet.

7 The invalidity of 1 or more signatures on a petition does not

8 affect the validity of the remainder of the signatures on the

9 petition.

5

10 (6) A  p e r s o n  shall not sign m o r e  n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n s  for

11 the sa m e  o f f i c e  than there are p e r s o n s  to be e l e c t e d  to the

12 office.

13 (7) A  p e r s o n  w h o  s igns a p e t i t i o n  w i t h  a na m e  o t h e r  t h a n  his

14 or her o w n  is g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r .

15 (8) A  p e r s o n  w h o  k n o w i n g l y  m a k e s DOES A N Y  O F  T H E  F O L L O W I N G

16 IS G U I L T Y  O F  A  MISDExMEANOR:

17 (A) M A K E S  a false s t a t e m e n t  in a c e r t i f i c a t e  on a p e t i t i o n .

1 8 ——a p ew o n-flot.a- c i r c u l a t o r  who s i g ns

19 (B) S I G N S  as a c i r c u l a t o r  ——or a.p e rson w-ho- s ig ns— IF H E  OR

20 SHE IS N O T  T H E  P E R S O N  W H O  C I R C U L A T E D  T H A T  PETIT I O N .

21 (C) S I G N S  a name as c i r c u l a t o r  other than his or her own.

22  is g u i 'lty—o f a m i s d em e anor.

23 (D) S I G N S  A P E T I T I O N  FOR C O M P E N S A T I O N .

24 (E) C I R C U L A T E S  A  P E T I T I O N  FOR C O M P E N S A T I O N .

25 (9) A  p e r s o n  w h o  aids or a b e t s  a n o t h e r  in an act that is

26 p r o h i b i t e d  by this s e c t i o n  is g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r .
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1 (10) T h e p r o v i s i ons -.ofr- E X C E P T  AS O T H E R W I S E  P R O V I D E D  BY

2 LAW, this s e c t i o n  e x c e pt:.as.o t h er w i s e .e xp r e s s l y.p r o v i d e d a p ply-

3 A P P L I E S  to all p e t i t i o n s  c i r c u l a t e d  u nder T H E  a u t h o r i t y  of - t h e

4 e l e c t i o n.-l a w . T H I S  ACT.

6
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