
SENATE BILL No. 735
O c t o b e r  2 6 ,  1 9 9 5 ,  I n t r o d u c e d b y  S e n a t o r s  BENNETT a n d

GOUGEON a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  C o m m it t e e  o n  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
a n d  T o u r i s m .

A b i l l  t o  amend s e c t i o n  6 2 7 a  o f  A c t  N o . 3 0 0  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  

A c t s  o f  1 9 4 9 ,  e n t i t l e d  a s  am en d ed  

" M ic h ig a n  v e h i c l e  c o d e , "

a s  am en d ed  b y  A c t  N o . 2 2 2  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  A c t s  o f  1 9 8 0 ,  b e i n g  s e c ­

t i o n  2 5 7 . 6 2 7 a  o f  t h e  M i c h i g a n  C o m p i le d  L aw s.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

1 S e c t i o n  1 .  S e c t i o n  6 2 7 a  o f  A c t  N o . 3 0 0  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  A c t s

2 o f  1 9 4 9 ,  a s  am en d ed  b y  A c t  N o . 222  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  A c t s  o f  1 9 8 0 ,

3 b e i n g  s e c t i o n  2 5 7 . 6 2 7 a  o f  t h e  M i c h i g a n  C o m p i le d  L a w s ,  i s  am en d ed

4 t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :

5 S e c .  6 2 7 a .  (1 )  A s u s e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a n d  s e c t i o n  6 2 9 :

6 ( a )  " R e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  s c h o o l  s e s s i o n "  m e a n s  t h a t  p a r t  o f

7 a d a y  o f  s t u d e n t  i n s t r u c t i o n  w h i c h  i s  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  b r e a k  f o r

8 l u n c h  o r  b y  a  f i n a l  d i s m i s s a l  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  b o d y  f o r  t h a t  d a y .
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1 (b)  " S c h o o l " means an edu c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  o p e r a t e d  by a

2 l o c a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  o r  by a p r i v a t e ,  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l ,  o r

3 p a r o c h i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

4 S c h o o l  s h a l l  n o t  i n c l u d e

5 an  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  wh i ch  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  e d u c a t i o n

6 d e t e r m i n e s  h a s  i t s  e n t i r e  s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  r e s i -

7 d e n c e  a t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  

8 

9 ( c )  " S c h o o l  zone"  means  s c h o o l  p r o p e r t y  on wh i ch  a s c h o o l

10 b u i l d i n g  i s  l o c a t e d  and  t h e  a r e a  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  p r o p e r t y

11 wh ic h  i s  d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  s i g n s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  s u b s e c t i o n  ( 2 ) .

12 The s c h o o l  zone  s h a l l  e x t e n d  n o t  more t h a n  1 , 00 0  f e e t  f rom t h e

13 p r o p e r t y  l i n e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  e a c h  d i r e c t i o n .

14 (2)  E x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  SUBSECTIONS (4)  AND

15 ( 5 ) ,  t h e  p r i m a  f a c i e  s p e e d  l i m i t  i n  a s c h o o l  z o n e ,  w h i c h  s h a l l  be

16 i n  f o r c e  30 m i n u t e s  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  s c h o o l

17 s e s s i o n  u n t i l  s c h o o l  commences and f rom d i s m i s s a l  u n t i l  30

18 m i n u t e s  a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  s c h o o l  s e s s i o n ,  and

19 d u r i n g  a l u n c h  p e r i o d  when s t u d e n t s  a r e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e

20 s c h o o l ,  s h a l l  be NOT MORE THAN 25 m i l e s  an  h o u r ,  i f  p e r m a n e n t

21 s i g n s  d e s i g n a t i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  zone  and  t h e  s p e e d  l i m i t  i n  t h e

22 s c h o o l  zone  a r e  p o s t e d  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l

23 s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  The s i g n s  s h a l l  c o n f o r m  t o  t h e  M i c h i g a n  manu al

24 o f  u n i f o r m  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  d e v i c e s .

25 (3)  T h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  a p p l y  t o  a l i m i t e d  a c c e s s  h i gh way

26 o r  t o  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  a s t r e e t  o r  h ighway o v e r  whi ch  a p e d e s t r i a n

27 o v e r h e a d  walkway i s  e r e c t e d ,  i f  t h e  walkway i s  a d j a c e n t  t o  s c h o o l

2
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1 p r o p e r t y  and  i s  d e s i g n e d  and l o c a t e d  so  a s  t o  be u s e d ,  and  i s

2 b e i n g  u s e d ,  a s  t h e  p r i nc i p a l  me an s  by which  s t u d e n t s  o f  a s c h o o l

3 wh i ch  h a s  p r o p e r t y  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  walkway t r a v e l  t o  and  f rom t h e

4 s c h o o l .

5 (4)  L o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  may i n c r e a s e  o r  d e c r e a s e  t h e  p r i m a

6 f a c i e  s p e e d  l i m i t  w i t h i n  a s c h o o l  zone u n d e r  t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n

7 p u r s u a n t  t o  s e c t i o n  629.

8 (5)  THE PRIMA FACIE SPEED LIMIT IN THAT PORTION OF A SCHOOL

9 ZONE THAT CONTAINS SCHOOL PROPERTY ON WHICH SCHOOL BUILDINGS ARE

10 LOCATED SHALL BE NOT MORE THAN 15 MILES PER HOUR I F PERMANENT

11 SIGNS DESIGNATING THE SCHOOL ZONE AND THE SPEED LIMIT IN THE

12 SCHOOL ZONE ARE POSTED AT THE REQUEST OF THE SCHOOL

13 SUPERINTENDENT. SIGNS SHALL CONFORM TO THE MICHIGAN MANUAL OF

14 UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES.

15 (6 )  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  p r i m a  f a c i e

16 s p e e d  l i m i t  e s t a b l i s h e d  by s u b s e c t i o n  ( 2 ) ,  t h e  p r i m a  f a c i e  s p e e d

17 l i m i t  f o r  any  s t r e e t  i n  a s c h o o l  zone  whi ch  h a s  s i d e w a l k s  a l o n g

18 a t  l e a s t  1 s i d e  o f  t h e  s t r e e t ,  which  s h a l l  be i n  f o r c e  d u r i n g  t h e

19 same p e r i o d s  IN which  a s p e e d  l i m i t  p r o v i d e d

20 by s u b s e c t i o n  (2)  would  o t h e r w i s e  be e f f e c t i v e ,  s h a l l  be  s e t  a t

21 t h e  l i m i t  r e q u e s t e d  by t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o l s  w i t h  j u r i s -

22 d i c t i o n  o v e r  t h e  s c h o o l  w i t h i n  t h e  s c h o o l  z o n e .  

23 

24 

25 P e r m a n e n t  s i g n s  d e s i g n a t i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  zone  and  t h e  s p e e d

26 l i m i t  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  zone  s h a l l  be p o s t e d .  T h e se  s i g n s  s h a l l
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1 c o n f o r m  t o  t h e  M i c h i g a n  manua l  o f  u n i f o r m  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l

2 de v i c e s .
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