
SENATE BILL No. 837
F e b r u a r y  7 ,  1 9 9 6 ,  I n t r o d u c e d  b y  S e n a t o r s  STILLE, STEIL,

GAST, GEAKE a n d  ROGERS a n d  r e f e r r e d t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  on 
A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  F o r e s t r y .

A b i l l  t o  amend s e c t i o n  50 o f  A c t  No. 328 o f  t h e  P u b l i c  A c t s  

o f  1 9 3 1 ,  e n t i t l e d  a s  amended 

"The  M i c h i g a n  p e n a l  c o d e , "

a s  am ended  b y  A c t  No. 334 o f  t h e  P u b l i c  A c t s  o f  1 9 9 4 ,  b e i n g  

s e c t i o n  7 5 0 . 5 0  o f  t h e  M i c h i g a n  C o m p i le d  Laws.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

1 S e c t i o n  1 .  S e c t i o n  50 o f  A c t  No. 328 o f  t h e  P u b l i c  A c t s  o f

2 1 9 3 1 ,  a s  am ended  b y  Ac t  No. 334 o f  t h e  P u b l i c  A c t s  o f  1 9 9 4 ,  b e i n g

3 s e c t i o n  7 5 0 . 5 0  o f  t h e  M i c h i g a n  C o m p i le d  Laws,  i s  am ended  t o  r e a d

4 a s  f o l l o w s :

5 S e c .  5 0 .  (1) As u s e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a n d  s e c t i o n  50b :

6 (a)  " A d e g u a t e  c a r e "  m eans  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  f o o d ,

7 w a t e r ,  s h e l t e r ,  s a n i t a r y  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a n d  v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c a l

8 a t t e n t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  an  a n i m a l  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  g o o d

9 h e a l t h .
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1 ( b ) "A nim al"  means 1 OR MORE VERTEBRATES

2 o t h e r  t h a n  a human b e i n g .

3 (C) "ANIMAL SHELTER" MEANS A FACILITY OPERATED BY A PERSON,

4 HUMANE SOCIETY, SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS,

5 OR ANY OTHER NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION FOR THE CARE OF HOMELESS

6 ANIMALS.

7 (D) "DOG POUND" MEANS A FACILITY OPERATED BY A COUNTY, CITY,

8 VILLAGE, OR TOWNSHIP TO IMPOUND AND CARE FOR ANIMALS FOUND IN

9 STREETS OR OTHERWISE AT LARGE CONTRARY TO ANY ORDINANCE OF THE

10 COUNTY, CITY, VILLAGE, OR TOWNSHIP OR STATE LAW.

11 (E) "LICENSED VETERINARIAN" MEANS A PERSON LICENSED TO PRAC-

12 TICE VETERINARY MEDICINE UNDER ARTICLE 15 OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH

13 CODE, ACT NO. 368 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF 1978,  BEING

14 SECTIONS 333 .16101  TO 3 3 3 .1 8 8 3 8  OF THE MICHIGAN COMPILED LAWS.

15 (F)  " L i v e s t o c k "  h a s  t h e  m ean ing  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  t e r m

16 i n  t h e  a n i m a l  i n d u s t r y  a c t  o f  1987, Act  No. 466 o f  t h e  P u b l i c

17 A c t s  o f  1988,  b e i n g  s e c t i o n s  287.701 t o  2 8 7 .7 4 7  o f  t h e  M ic h i g a n

18 C o m p i le d  Laws.

19 (G)  " P e r s o n "  means an  i n d i v i d u a l ,  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  l i m i t e d

20 l i a b i l i t y  company,  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  g o v e r n m e n t a l  e n t i t y ,

21 o r  o t h e r  l e g a l  e n t i t y .

22 (H) " N e g l e c t "  means t o  f a i l  t o  s u f f i c i e n t l y  and  p r o p -

23 e r l y  c a r e  f o r  an  a n i m a l  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  a n i m a l ' s  h e a l t h  i s

24 j e o p a r d i z e d .

25 ( I )   " S a n i t a r y  c o n d i t i o n s "  means s p a c e  f r e e  f rom  h e a l t h

26 h a z a r d s  i n c l u d i n g  e x c e s s i v e  a n i m a l  w a s t e ,  o v e r c r o w d i n g  o f

27 a n i m a l s ,  o r  o t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  e n d a n g e r  t h e  a n i m a l ' s  h e a l t h .
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1 T h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  a c o n d i t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  f ro m  a

2 c u s t o m a r y  and  r e a s o n a b l e  p r a c t i c e  p u r s u a n t  t o  f a r m i n g  o r  a n i m a l

3 h u s b a n d r y .

4 ( J )   " S h e l t e r "  means a d e q u a t e  p r o t e c t i o n  f rom  t h e  e l e -

5 m e n t s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  ag e  and  s p e c i e s  o f  a n i m a l  and  w e a t h e r  c o n -

6 d i t i o n s  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  a n i ma l  i n  a s t a t e  o f  good h e a l t h ,  i n c l u d -

7 i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  o r  n a t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  s u c h  a s  t r e e s  and  t o p o g r a p h y .

8 (K)  " S t a t e  o f  good h e a l t h "  means f r e e d o m  f rom  d i s e a s e

9 an d  i l l n e s s ,  and  i n  a c o n d i t i o n  o f  p r o p e r  body w e i g h t  and  t e m p e r -

10 a t u r e  f o r  t h e  a g e  and  s p e c i e s  o f  t h e  a n i m a l ,  u n l e s s  t h e  a n i m a l  i s

11 u n d e r g o i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  t r e a t m e n t .

12 { I )  "W ate r"  means p o t a b l e  w a t e r  t h a t  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r

13 t h e  a g e  and  s p e c i e s  o f  a n i m a l ,  made r e g u l a r l y  a v a i l a b l e  u n l e s s

14 o t h e r w i s e  d i r e c t e d  by a  v e t e r i n a r i a n  l i c e n s e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  v e t e r i -

15 n a r y  m e d i c i n e .

16 (2 )  An o w n e r ,  p o s s e s s o r ,  o r  p e r s o n  h a v i n g  t h e  c h a r g e  o r  c u s -

17 t o d y  o f  an  a n i m a l  s h a l l  n o t  do any o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

18 ( a )  F a i l  t o  p r o v i d e  an a n im a l  w i t h  a d e q u a t e  c a r e .

19 (b )  C r u e l l y  d r i v e ,  w ork ,  o r  b e a t  an  a n i m a l ,  o r  c a u s e  an

20 a n i m a l  t o  be c r u e l l y  d r i v e n ,  w orked ,  o r  b e a t e n .

21 ( c )  C a r r y  o r  c a u s e  t o  be c a r r i e d  i n  o r  upon a v e h i c l e  o r

22 o t h e r w i s e  any  l i v e  a n i m a l  h a v i n g  t h e  f e e t  o r  l e g s  t i e d  t o g e t h e r ,

23 o t h e r  t h a n  an  a n i m a l  b e i n g  t r a n s p o r t e d  f o r  m e d i c a l  c a r e ,  o r  a

24 h o r s e  whose f e e t  a r e  h o b b l e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  h o r s e  d u r i n g  t r a n s -

25 p o r t  o r  i n  any  o t h e r  c r u e l  and  inhumane m an n e r .

26 (d )  C a r r y  o r  c a u s e  t o  be c a r r i e d  a l i v e  a n i m a l  i n  o r  upon  a

27 v e h i c l e  o r  o t h e r w i s e  w i t h o u t  p r o v i d i n g  a s e c u r e  s p a c e ,  r a c k ,  c a r ,
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1 c r a t e ,  o r  c a g e ,  i n  w hich  l i v e s t o c k  may s t a n d ,  and  i n  w h ic h  a l l

2 o t h e r  a n i m a l s  may s t a n d ,  t u r n  a r o u n d ,  and  l i e  down d u r i n g  t r a n s -

3 p o r t a t i o n ,  o r  w h i l e  a w a i t i n g  s l a u g h t e r .  As u s e d  i n  t h i s  s u b d i v i -

4 s i o n ,  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  s l e d  d o g s ,  " s t a n d "  means

5 s u f f i c i e n t  v e r t i c a l  d i s t a n c e  t o  a l l o w  t h e  a n i m a l  t o  s t a n d  w i t h o u t

6 i t s  s h o u l d e r s  t o u c h i n g  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  c r a t e  o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n

7 v e h i c l e .

8 ( e )  Abandon an  a n i m a l  o r  c a u s e  an  a n i m a l  t o  be a b a n d o n e d ,  i n

9 an y  p l a c e ,  w i t h o u t  making  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  t h e  a n i m a l ' s  a d e q u a t e

10 c a r e ,  u n l e s s  p r e m i s e s  a r e  t e m p o r a r i l y  v a c a t e d  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n

11 o f  human l i f e  d u r i n g  a d i s a s t e r .  An a n i m a l  t h a t  i s  l o s t  by an

12 owner  o r  c u s t o d i a n  w h i l e  t r a v e l i n g ,  w a l k i n g ,  h i k i n g  o r  h u n t i n g

13 s h a l l  n o t  be r e g a r d e d  a s  a b a n d o n ed  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  when t h e

14 owner  o r  c u s t o d i a n  h a s  made a r e a s o n a b l e  e f f o r t  t o  l o c a t e  t h e

15 a n i m a l .

16 ( f )  W i l l f u l l y  o r  n e g l i g e n t l y  a l l o w  any  a n i m a l ,  i n c l u d i n g  one

17 who i s  a g e d ,  d i s e a s e d ,  maimed, h o p e l e s s l y  s i c k ,  d i s a b l e d ,  o r  n o n -

18 a m b u l a t o r y  t o  s u f f e r  u n n e c e s s a r y  n e g l e c t ,  t o r t u r e ,  o r  p a i n .

19 (3)  IF  AN ANIMAL IS  IMPOUNDED AND IS BEING HELD BY AN ANIMAL

20 CONTROL OR PROTECTION SHELTER OR A LICENSED VETERINARIAN PENDING

21 OUTCOME OF CRIMINAL ACTION CHARGING A VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION

22 OR SECTION 50B PRIOR TO FINAL DISPOSITION OF THE CRIMINAL CHARGE,

23 THE ANIMAL CONTROL OR PROTECTION SHELTER OR A LICENSED VETERINAR-

24 IAN MAY FILE A PETITION IN THE CRIMINAL ACTION REQUESTING THAT

25 THE COURT ISSUE AN ORDER FORFEITING THE ANIMAL TO THE ANIMAL CON-

26 TROL OR PROTECTION SHELTER OR A LICENSED VETERINARIAN PRIOR TO

27 FINAL DISPOSITION OF THE CRIMINAL CHARGE. THE PETITIONER SHALL

4
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1 SERVE A TRUE COPY OF THE PETITION UPON THE DEFENDANT AND THE

2 PROSECUTING ATTORNEY. UPON RECEIPT OF A PETITION, THE COURT

3 SHALL SET A HEARING ON THE PETITION. THE HEARING SHALL BE CON-

4 DUCTED WITHIN 14 DAYS OF THE FILING OF THE PETITION, OR AS SOON

5 AS PRACTICABLE. AT THE HEARING, THE PETITIONER HAS THE BURDEN OF

6 ESTABLISHING PROBABLE CAUSE TO BELIEVE THAT A VIOLATION OF THIS

7 SECTION OR SECTION 50B OCCURRED. IF  THE COURT FINDS THAT PROBA-

8 BLE CAUSE EXISTS, THE COURT SHALL ORDER IMMEDIATE FORFEITURE OF

9 THE ANIMAL TO THE PETITIONER, UNLESS THE DEFENDANT, WITHIN 72 

1 0 , HOURS OF THE HEARING, POSTS A SECURITY DEPOSIT OR BOND WITH THE

11 COURT CLERK IN AN AMOUNT DETERMINED BY THE COURT TO BE SUFFICIENT

12 TO REPAY ALL REASONABLE COSTS INCURRED, AND ANTICIPATED TO BE

13 INCURRED, BY THE PETITIONER IN CARING FOR THE ANIMAL FROM THE

14 DATE OF INITIAL IMPOUNDMENT TO THE DATE OF TRIAL. IF  A SECURITY

15 DEPOSIT OR BOND HAS BEEN POSTED, AND THE TRIAL IN THE ACTION IS

16 CONTINUED AT A LATER DATE, ANY ORDER OF CONTINUANCE SHALL REQUIRE

17 THE DEFENDANT TO POST AN ADDITIONAL SECURITY DEPOSIT OR BOND IN

18 AN AMOUNT DETERMINED BY THE COURT THAT SHALL BE SUFFICIENT TO

19 REPAY ALL ADDITIONAL REASONABLE COSTS ANTICIPATED TO BE INCURRED

20 BY THE PETITIONER IN CARING FOR THE ANIMAL UNTIL THE NEW DATE OF

21 TRIAL.

22 (4 )  A p e r s o n  who v i o l a t e s  s u b s e c t i o n  (2)  i s  g u i l t y  o f

23 a mi s d e m e a n o r ,  p u n i s h a b l e  by im p r i s o n m e n t  f o r  n o t  more t h a n  93

24 d a y s ,  o r  by a f i n e  o f  n o t  more t h a n  $ 1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 ,  o r  community  s e r v -

25 i c e  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  200 h o u r s ,  o r  any  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h e s e

26 p e n a l t i e s .  A PERSON WHO VIOLATES SUBSECTION (2)  ON A SECOND OR

27 SUBSEQUENT OCCASION IS GUILTY OF A FELONY PUNISHABLE BY

5
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1 IMPRISONMENT FOR NOT MORE THAN 4 YEARS, OR BY A FINE OF NOT MORE

2 THAN $ 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 ,  OR COMMUNITY SERVICE FOR NOT MORE THAN 500 HOURS,

3 OR ANY COMBINATION OF THESE PENALTIES.

4 (5)   IF  PRECONVICTION RELIEF IS  NOT ORDERED PURSUANT

5 TO SUBSECTION ( 3 ) ,  AS a p a r t  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e  f o r  a v i o l a t i o n  o f

6 s u b s e c t i o n  ( 2 ) ,  t h e  c o u r t  may o r d e r  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  t o  pay  t h e

7 c o s t s  o f  t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  and  t h e  c o s t s  o f  t h e  c a r e ,  h o u s i n g ,  and

8 v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c a l  c a r e  f o r  t h e  a n i m a l ,  a s  a p p l i c a b l e .  I f  t h e

9 c o u r t  d o e s  n o t  o r d e r  a d e f e n d a n t  t o  pay  a l l  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e

10 c o s t s  l i s t e d  i n  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n ,  o r  o r d e r s  o n l y  p a r t i a l  p aym en t

11 o f  t h e s e  c o s t s ,  t h e  c o u r t  s h a l l  s t a t e  on t h e  r e c o r d  t h e  r e a s o n

12 f o r  t h a t  a c t i o n .

13 (6)  As a p a r t  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e  f o r  a v i o l a t i o n  o f

14 s u b s e c t i o n  ( 2 ) ,  t h e  c o u r t  may 

15 o r d e r  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  n o t  t o  own o r  p o s s e s s  an  a n i m a l  f o r  ANY

16 p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  AS AUTHO-

17 RIZED BY LAW AND DETERMINED TO BE APPROPRIATE BY THE COURT BASED

18 ON THE PERTINENT FACTS. IF  A PERSON IS  CONVICTED OF A SECOND OR

19 SUBSEQUENT VIOLATION OF SUBSECTION ( 2 ) ,  A COURT ORDER UNDER THIS

20 SUBSECTION MAY INCLUDE PERMANENT RELINQUISHMENT OF ANIMAL

21 OWNERSHIP.

22 (7 )  A p e r s o n  who owns o r  p o s s e s s e s  an  a n i m a l  i n  v i o l a -

23 t i o n  o f  an  o r d e r  i s s u e d  u n d e r  s u b s e c t i o n  (6)  i s  s u b j e c t  t o

24 r e v o c a t i o n  o f  p r o b a t i o n  IF  THE ORDER IS  ISSUED AS A CONDITION OF

25 PROBATION. . A p e r s o n  who owns o r  p o s s e s s e s  an  a n i m a l  i n  v i o l a t i o n

26 o f  an  o r d e r  i s s u e d  u n d e r  s u b s e c t i o n  (6)  i s  a l s o  s u b j e c t  t o

27 t h e  c i v i l  and  c r i m i n a l  c o n te m p t  power  o f  t h e  c o u r t ,  and  i f  f o u n d
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1 g u i l t y  o f  c r i m i n a l  c o n t e m p t ,  may be p u n i s h e d  by i m p r i s o n m e n t  f o r

2 n o t  more t h a n  90 d a y s ,  o r  by a f i n e  o f  n o t  more t h a n  $ 5 0 0 . 0 0 ,  o r

3 b o t h .

4 (8)   T h i s  s e c t i o n  d o e s  n o t  p r o h i b i t  t h e  l a w f u l  KILLING

5 OR OTHER u s e  o f  an  a n i m a l ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  t h e

6 f o l l o w i n g :

7 ( a )  F i s h i n g .

8 (b)  H u n t i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  o r  w i l d l i f e  c o n t r o l  REGULATED PURSU-

9 ANT TO THE NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT,

10 ACT NO. 451 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF 1994, BEING SECTIONS 324 .101  TO

11 3 2 4 .9 0 1 0 6  OF THE MICHIGAN COMPILED LAWS.

12 ( c )  H o r se  r a c i n g .

13 (d)  The o p e r a t i o n  o f  a z o o l o g i c a l  p a r k  o r  a q u a r i u m .

14 ( e )  P e s t  o r  r o d e n t  c o n t r o l .

15 

16 (F)  F a rm in g  o r  A GENERALLY ACCEPTED

17 ANIMAL HUSBANDRY OR FARMING PRACTICE INVOLVING LIVESTOCK. AS

18 USED IN THIS SUBSECTION, "LIVESTOCK" HAS THE MEANING ATTRIBUTED

19 TO THE TERM IN ACT NO. 466 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF 1988.

20 (G) ACTIVITIES AUTHORIZED PURSUANT TO RULES PROMULGATED

21 UNDER SECTION 9 OF THE EXECUTIVE ORGANIZATION ACT OF 1965,  ACT

22 NO. 380 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF 1965, BEING SECTION 16 . 109  OF THE

23 MICHIGAN COMPILED LAWS.

24 (H) SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH PURSUANT TO ACT NO. 224 OF THE

25 PUBLIC ACTS OF 1969,  BEING SECTIONS 287.381 TO 2 8 7 .3 9 5  OF THE

26 MICHIGAN COMPILED LAWS,

7
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1 ( I )  SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 22 2 6 ,  2671 ,

2 26 7 6 ,  AND 7333 OF ACT NO. 368 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF 1978,  BEI NG

3 SECTIONS 3 3 3 . 2 2 2 6 ,  3 3 3 . 2 6 7 1 ,  3 3 3 . 2 6 7 6 ,  AND 3 3 3 .7 3 3 3  OF THE

4 MICHIGAN COMPILED LAWS.
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