
SENATE BILL No. 937
March 19, 1996, I n t r o duced  by S e n a t o r s  VAN REGENMORTER, 

NORTH, SHUGARS, GOUGEON, SCHUETTE, HOFFMAN, EMMONS,
MC MANUS, KOIVISTO, STEIL, ROGERS, CISKY, BENNETT a nd 
STILLE and r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Commit tee  on F a m i l i e s ,  M e n ta l  
H e a l t h  and  Human S e r v i c e s .

A b i l l  t o  amend s e c t i o n s  2, 3, and 4 o f  c h a p t e r  83 o f  t h e  

R e v i s e d  S t a t u t e s  o f  1846, e n t i t l e d  

"Of m a r r i a g e  and t h e  s o l e m n i z a t i o n  t h e r e o f , "

b e i n g  s e c t i o n s  5 5 1 .2 ,  5 5 1 .3 ,  and 55 1 ,4  o f  t h e  M ic h ig a n  Com piled

Laws.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT :

1 S e c t i o n  1. S e c t i o n s  2, 3, a n d 4 o f  c h a p t e r  83 o f  t h e

2 R e v i s e d  S t a t u t e s  o f  1846, b e i n g  s e c t i o n s  5 5 1 .2 ,  5 5 1 . 3 ,  and  5 51 .4

3 o f  t h e  M ic h ig a n  Compiled  Laws, a r e  amended t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :

4 S e c .  2. M a r r i a g e ,  so  f a r  a s  i t s  v a l i d i t y  i n  law  i s  c o n -

5 c e r n e d ,  i s  a c i v i l  c o n t r a c t  BETWEEN A MAN AND A WOMAN, t o  w h ich

6 t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  p a r t i e s  c a p a b l e  i n  law o f  c o n t r a c t i n g ,  i s

7 e s s e n t i a l .  C o n se n t  a l o n e  w i l l  n o t  be  enough t o  e f f e c t u a t e  a

8 l e g a l  m a r r i a g e  ON and a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1, 1957.  C o n se n t  m ust

9 be  f o l l o w e d  by OBTAINING a l i c e n s e  a s  
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REQUIRED by s e c t i o n  1 o f  Act No. 128 o f  t h e  P u b l i c  A c ts  o f  

1887, b e in g  s e c t i o n  551.101 o f  th e  MICHIGAN 

Compiled Laws, o r  a s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  by s e c t i o n  1 o f  Act 

No. 180 o f  t h e  P u b l i c  A c ts  o f  1897,b e in g  s e c t i o n  

551.201 o f  th e  MICHIGAN Compiled Laws, and s o l e m n i z a ­

t i o n ,  a s  a u t h o r i z e d  by s e c t i o n s  7 t o  18  o f  t h i s  

CHAPTER.

Sec .  3 . A man s h a l l  NOT marry  h i s  m o th e r ,  SISTER, 

g r a n d m o t h e r ,  d a u g h t e r ,  g r a n d d a u g h t e r ,  s t e p m o t h e r ,  g r a n d f a t h e r ' s  

w i f e ,  s o n ' s  w i f e ,  g r a n d s o n ' s  w i f e ,  w i f e ' s  m o th e r ,  w i f e ' s  g r a n d ­

m o th e r ,  w i f e ' s  d a u g h t e r ,  w i f e ' s  g r a n d d a u g h t e r ,   

b r o t h e r ' s  d a u g h t e r ,  s i s t e r ' s  d a u g h t e r ,  f a t h e r ' s  s i s t e r ,   

m o t h e r ' s  s i s t e r ,  o r  c o u s i n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  d e g r e e ,  OR ANOTHER MAN.

S ec .  4. A woman s h a l l  NOT m arry  h e r  f a t h e r ,  BROTHER, 

g r a n d f a t h e r ,  so n ,  g r a n d s o n ,  s t e p f a t h e r ,  g r a n d m o t h e r ' s  h u sb a n d ,  

d a u g h t e r ' s  h u sb a n d ,  g r a n d d a u g h t e r ' s  hu sb a n d ,  h u s b a n d ' s  f a t h e r ,  

h u s b a n d ' s  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  h u s b a n d ' s  so n ,  h u s b a n d ' s  g r a n d s o n ,   

b r o t h e r ' s  so n ,  s i s t e r ' s  so n ,  f a t h e r ' s  b r o t h e r ,  

m o t h e r ' s  b r o t h e r ,  o r  c o u s i n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  d e g r e e ,  OR ANOTHER 

WOMAN.
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