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A SUMMARY OF HOUSE BILL 5854 AS INTRODUCED 5-13-98

The Seller Disclosure Act requires a seller of residential property to make certain
disclosures about the condition of the property. House Bill 5854 would amend this act to allow
for a buyer or transferee to bring a civil lawsuit in a court of competent jurisdiction for damages
against a seller for knowingly failing to provide required information or knowingly providing
false or inaccurate information in a disclosure. The buyer could, if he or she won the lawsuit,
recover the greater of actual damages or $2,500. Actual damages would include the buyer’s
reasonable expenses incurred in repairing the problems that were kept from the buyer by knowing
omission or deceit. In addition, the buyer could also recover reasonable attorney fees.
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