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Senate Committee: Judiciary

CONTENT

The bill would amend the Department of Corrections (DOC) law to prohibit the placement of a
prisoner in a community residential home, during any portion of his or her sentence, if the prisoner
had been convicted of a crime of violence or any assaultive crime and the minimum sentence
imposed for the crime were 10 years or more. Currently, a prisoner who has been convicted of a
crime of violence or any assaultive crime, other than a prisoner subject to disciplinary time, is eligible
for an extension of the limits of confinement (which includes housing in a “community corrections
center” or a “community residential home”) when the minimum sentence imposed for his or her crime
has less than 180 days remaining. This provision would be subject to the bill's provision.

“Community residential home” means a facility where electronic monitoring of prisoner presence is
provided by the DOC seven days per week and 24 hours per day, except that the DOC may waive
the requirement that electronic monitoring be provided with respect to any prisoner who is within
three months of his or her parole date. “Community corrections center” means a facility either
contracted for or operated by the DOC in which a security staff is on duty seven day per week and
24 hours per day.

The bill also specifies that provisions regarding prisoners subject to disciplinary time, in the section
of the DOC law that deals with extensions of the limits of confinement, would take effect beginning
on the effective date of Public Act 217 of 1994 (which will take effect on the date that sentencing
guidelines are enacted into law).
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FISCAL IMPACT

The bill would likely increase costs for the Department of Corrections. To the extent that offenders
who are currently placed on electronic monitoring (tether) and who under the bill would instead need
to be placed in a secure confinement, the bill would result in increased costs associated with the
difference between the costs of tether and the costs of other secure confinement for those prisoners.

According to the Department of Corrections, there were 777 prisoners on tether on November 18,
1996. Of those, 127 were serving sentences for assaultive crimes, 15 of whom were sentenced to
a minimum term of 10 years or more. Given that tether costs are approximately $6.50 per day,
compared with approximately $45.00 per day for either corrections center or other lower security
confinement, and assuming that at any given time there would be 15 prisoners in corrections centers
or other minimum security confinement who otherwise would be placed on tether, annual costs
would increase by approximately $200,000.
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