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HB4376, As Passed House, July 3, 1997

H B. 4376
(as anmended July 3, 1997)

A bill to prohibit the state or a political subdivision of
the state frominposing a substantial burden on a person's exer-
cise of religion unless the state or political subdivision of the
state denonstrates a conpelling governnental interest in inposing
t hat burden; and to provide a claimor defense to persons whose
exercise of religion is substantially burdened by the state or a
political subdivision of the state.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

[Sec. 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the
“Mchigan religious freedomrestoration act”.]

Sec. [2]. As used in this act:

(a) "Exercise of religion" nmeans a practice protected by
section 4 of article | of the state constitution of 1963.

(b) "State or a political subdivision of the state" neans
this state or a county, township, city, or village in this
state.
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Sec. [3]. The state or a political subdivision of this state
shal |l not inpose a substantial burden on a person's exercise of
religion unless it establishes by clear and convi ncing evi dence
both of the follow ng:

(a) The burden is necessary to advance a conpel |l i ng govern-
ment al interest.

(b) The burden is the |least restrictive neans of furthering
t he conpel ling governnental interest described in subdivision
(a).

) ~Sec. [4]. A person [, other than an individual |awful
inprisoned in a penal or correctional institution in this st
who alleges a violation of section [3] may

assert that violation as a claimor defense in a judicial pro-
ceeding, and nay obtain equitable or other relief against the
state or political subdivision of the state for that violation. [A

court may award all or a portion of the costs of |itigation,
i ncludi ng reasonabl e attorneys fees, to a prevailing plaintiff.]

02193' 97 Fi nal page. DVS



