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HB5259, As Passed House, November 12, 1997

Cccupations; marriage counselors; direct client contact hours
during educational training; revise requirenents for obtaining.

OCCUPATI ONS:  Marri age counsel ors

A bill to anend 1978 PA 368, entitled
"Public health code,"
by anendi ng section 16909 (MCL 333.16909), as anended by 1996 PA
536.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 16909. (1) The board shall grant a license as a nar-
riage and famly therapist to an individual who neets all of the
foll ow ng requirenents:

(a) Provides satisfactory evidence to the board of neeting
either of the follow ng educational qualifications:

(1) Has a master's or higher graduate degree from an accred-
ited training programin marriage and famly therapy approved by
t he board.

(11) Has a master's or higher graduate degree from an
accredited college or university approved by the board and has
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conpleted all of the followi ng graduate-|evel courses at an
accredited college or university approved by the board:

(A) Three courses in famly studies that total at |east 6
senester or 9 quarter hours.

(B) Three courses in famly therapy nethodol ogy that total
at | east 6 senmester or 9 quarter hours.

(© Three courses in human devel opnent, personality theory,
or psychopat hology that total at |east 6 senester or 9 quarter
hour s.

(D) At least 2 senmester or 3 quarter hours in ethics, |aw,
and standards of professional practice.

(E) At least 2 senester or 3 quarter hours in research.

(b) Except as otherw se provided in subsection (2), provides
sati sfactory evidence to the board of having conpl eted supervised
clinical marriage and famly therapy experience in conjunction
with the applicant's educational program The clinical marriage
and fam |y therapy experience described in this subdivision shal
meet all of the follow ng requirenents:

(1) Be obtained either in a clinical practicumduring gradu-
ate education or in a postgraduate nmarriage and famly institute
trai ning program acceptable to the board.

(11) Be obtained over not |ess than 8 consecutive nonths.

(11m) Be verified by a supervisor who has a master's or
hi gher graduate degree from an accredited college or university
approved by the board and neets 1 of the foll ow ng:

(A) I's amrriage and famly therapist.
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(B) I's a certified social worker or a social worker
regi stered under article 16 of the occupational code, —Aet
No—299—of—thePubHtcAets—of 1986—betnrg——secttons—339-1661++to
339-1616—of—the—M-ehigan—Conpited—taws— 1980 PA 299, MCL 339. 1601
TO 339. 1610.

(© Is a licensed professional counselor as defined in sec-
tion 18101.

(D) I's a physician as defined in section 17001 or 17501 and
practicing in a nental health setting.

(E) I's afully licensed psychol ogi st as defined in section
18201.

(F) I's an approved supervi sor or supervisor-in-training
t hrough a program conducted by the American association for mar-
riage and famly therapy and approved by the board.

(1v) Include not less than 300 direct client contact hours
in supervised clinical marriage and fam |y therapy experience, at
| east 1/2 of which were conpleted in a setting in which famlies,
coupl es, or subsystens of famlies were physically present in the
t her apy room

(v) Be supervised in a ratio of at least 1 hour of supervi-
sion for each 5 hours of direct client contact, for a total of
not | ess than 60 hours of supervision concurrent with the 300
hours of supervised direct client contact.

(c) Except as otherwi se provided in subsection (2), provides
satisfactory evidence to the board of having conpleted a m ni mum
of 1,000 direct client contact hours in supervised marri age and

famly therapy experience, at |least 1/2 of which was conpl eted
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wth famlies, couples, or subsystens of famlies physically
present in the therapy room that neets all of the follow ng
condi tions:

(1) I's verified by the supervising licensed marri age and
famly therapist.

(11) Is obtained follow ng the conpletion of the degree
required by subdivision (a)(1), —e+— IS OBTAINED FOLLON NG t he
conpl etion of the degree —antd—eourse—work— required by
subdi vi sion (a) (ii) AND CONCURRENT W TH OR FOLLOW NG THE COURSE
WORK SPECI FI ED I N SUBDI VI SION (A) (ii) (A, (B), (O, (D, AND (E),
or is obtained as part of a doctoral programin marriage and
famly therapy froman accredited college or university approved
by the board, which experience may include experience obtained
under subdivision (b)(1).

(i1m) Is supervised in a ratio of at least 1 hour of super-
vision for each 5 hours of experience, for a total of not |ess
t han 200 hours of supervision concurrent with the 1,000 hours of
supervi sed experience. Not |ess than 100 hours of supervision
under this subparagraph shall be individual supervision with no
nore than 1 other supervisee present. The remaining supervision
under this subparagraph may be group supervision invol ving no
nore than 6 supervisees with 1 supervisor. The supervision shal
be given in face-to-face contact with the individual obtaining
marriage and fam ly therapy experience.

(2) The board shall waive the requirenents of subsection
(1)(b) and (c) for an applicant who provides satisfactory

evi dence to the board of having obtained a doctoral degree from
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1 an accredited doctoral training programin marriage and famly

2 therapy approved by the board.
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