HB 5129, As Passed Senate, December 9, 1998

HOUSE BILL NO. 5129
(As anended Decenber 3, 1997)
(1 of 2)

A bill to designate an official flag nonth of this state
and to provide guidelines for display and handli ng.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

1 Sec. 1. [(1)] June 14 through July 14 each year is
desi gnat ed as
2 the official flag nonth of this state.

[ (2) Handling and displaying the flag of the United
States is encouraged according to the follow ng guidelines:

(a) The flag of the United States should be at the
center and at the highest point of the group when a nunber
of flags of states or localities or pennants of societies
are grouped and di splayed fromstaffs.

(b) When flags of states, cities, or localities, or
pennants of societies are flown on the sane halyard with the
flag of the United States, the flag of the United States
shoul d al ways be at the peak. Wen the flags are flown from
adj acent staffs, the flag of the United States should be
hoi sted first and |lowered last. No other flag or pennant
shoul d be placed above the flag of the United States or to
the United States flag' s right.
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(c) Wien flags of 2 or nore nations are displayed, they
shoul d be flown from separate staffs of the sanme hei ght.
The flags shoul d be of approxi mtely equal size. A flag of
1 nation should not be placed above the flag of another
nation in tinme of peace.

(d) When the flag of the United States is displayed
froma staff projecting horizontally or at an angle fromthe
wi ndow sill, balcony, or front of a building, the union of
the flag should be placed at the peak of the staff. The
flag shoul d be hoisted out, union first, fromthe buil ding.

(e) Wien the flag of the United States is displayed
ei ther horizontally or vertically, t he uni on
shoul d be uppernost and to the flag's own right and shoul d
be to the observer's left. Wen displayed in a wi ndow, the
flag of the United States should be displayed in the sane
way, with the union or blue field to the left of the
observer in the street.

(f) Wien the flag is displayed over the m ddle of the
street, it should be suspended vertically with the union to
the north in an east and west street and to the east in a
north and south street.

(g) Wien used on a speaker's platform the flag, if
di spl ayed flat, should be displayed above and behi nd the
speaker.

(h) When displayed froma staff in a church or public
auditorium the flag of the United States should be at the
clergyman's or speaker's right as he or she faces the
audi ence. Any other flag displayed should be placed on the
| eft of the clergyman or speaker or to the right of the
audi ence.

(1) The flag of the United States should forma
distinctive feature of the cerenpony of unveiling a public
statue or nonunent, but the flag should not be used as the
covering for the public statue or nonunment.

(j) The flag of the United States, when flown at half-
staff, should be first hoisted to the peak for an instant
and then lowered to the half-staff position. The flag
shoul d be raised to the peak before it is lowered for the
day. ]

04234' 97 Fi nal page. JLB



