HB 5366, As Passed Senate, December 8, 1998

REPRINT
SUBSTITUTE FOR
HOUSE BILL NO. 5366
(As passed the House, July 1, 1998)

A bill to amend 1994 PA 451, entitled
"Natural resources and environnental protection act,"
by anendi ng section 43555 (MCL 324.43555), as anended by 1996 PA
585.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 43555. (1) Thirty-five cents fromeach |icense and
stanp fee prescribed in this part, except for fees for |icenses
described in section 43553(5), shall be transmtted to the
departnent for deposit in the wildlife resource protection fund
created in this section.

(2) The wldlife resource protection fund is created as a
separate fund within the state treasury. The state treasurer
shall credit the noney received fromthe departnent under this

section to the wildlife resource protection fund. The noney in
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the W LDLI FE RESOURCE PROTECTI ON fund shall be expended by the
departnent for the foll ow ng purposes:

(a) Rewards for information |leading to the arrest and prose-
cution of poachers AND PERSONS WHO OBSTRUCT OR | NTERFERE I N THE
LAWFUL TAKI NG OF ANI MALS OR AQUATI C SPECI ES I N VI OLATI ON OF SEC-
TION 40112 OR 48702A, RESPECTI VELY. |F A VI OLATI ON OF SECTI ON
40112 OR 48702A | NVOLVED KI LLI NG A PERSON ENGAGED I N LAWFULLY
TAKI NG AN ANl MAL OR AQUATI C SPECI ES, THE REWARD SHALL BE
$5, 000. 00. A PERSON WHOSE LAWFUL TAKI NG OF AN ANI MAL OR AQUATI C
SPECIES | S OBSTRUCTED OR I NTERFERED IN I'S NOT ELI G BLE TO RECEI VE A
REWARD UNDER THI S SUBDI VI SI ON.

(b) Hiring conservation officers for the investigation of
poachi ng and the investigation of tips regarding potenti al
poachi ng.

(c) A pronotional and educational canpaign to informthe
general public on 1 or nore of the follow ng:

(1) The harm and danger of poachi ng.

(11) The reward for information that | eads to the arrest and
prosecution of poachers AND PERSONS WHO OBSTRUCT OR | NTERFERE | N
THE LAWFUL TAKI NG OF ANI MALS OR AQUATI C SPECI ES | N VI OLATI ON OF
SECTI ON 40112 OR 48702A, RESPECTI VELY.

(11m) O her antipoaching prograns undertaken by the
depart nent.

(1v) HOW TO | DENTI FY AND REPORT PERSONS WHO OBSTRUCT OR
| NTERFERE | N THE LAWFUL TAKI NG OF ANI MALS OR AQUATI C SPECI ES I N
VI CLATI ON OF SECTI ON 40112 OR 48702A, RESPECTI VELY.
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(3) At the tine a person purchases a |icense or stanp
under this part, he or she may nmake a voluntary contribution in
any anount to the wildlife resource protection fund to be
expended for the purposes provided in subsection (2). A person
who wi shes to make such a contribution nay purchase 1 or nore
conservation | aw enforcenent stanps froma person authorized to
i ssue licenses and sportcards under this part.

(4) The departnent shall annually report to the | egis-
| ature on the expenditures fromthe wildlife resource protection
f und.
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