HB5476, As Passed House, February 12, 1998

H B. 5476

A bill to anmend 1976 PA 451, entitled
"The revised school code,"
by anendi ng sections 1531 and 1532 (MCL 380. 1531 and 380. 1532),
as anended by 1995 PA 289.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 1531. (1) Except as provided in this act, the state
board shall determ ne the requirenents for and issue all |icenses
and certificates for teachers, including preprimary teachers, and
the requirenents for an endorsenent of teachers as qualified
counsel ors and an endorsenent of teachers for teaching a foreign
| anguage in an elenentary grade in the public schools of the
state.

(2) Except as otherwi se provided in this act, the state
board shall only issue a teaching certificate to a person who has

passed appropriate exam nations as foll ows:
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(a) For a secondary level teaching certificate, has passed
both the basic skills exam nation and the appropriate avail abl e
subj ect area exam nation for each subject area in which he or she
applies to be certified.

(b) For an elenentary |evel teaching certificate, has passed
the basic skills examnnation and, if it is available, the el enen-
tary certification exam nation, and has passed the appropriate
avai | abl e subj ect area exam nation for each subject area, if any,
in which he or she applies to be certified.

(3) Except as otherwise provided in this act, the state
board shall issue a Mchigan teaching certificate to a person
holding a certificate fromanother state or a teaching degree
froman out-of-state teacher preparation institution who applies
for a Mchigan teaching certificate only if the person passes
appropriate exam nations as foll ows:

(a) For a secondary level teaching certificate, pass both
the basic skills exam nation and the appropriate avail able
subj ect area exam nation for each subject area in which he or she
applies to be certified. The state board nmay accept passage of
an equi val ent exam nati on approved by the state board to neet 1
or both of these requirenents.

(b) For an elenentary |evel teaching certificate, pass the
basic skills examnation and, if it is available, the elenentary
certification exam nation, and pass the appropriate avail abl e
subj ect area exam nation for each subject area, if any, in which

he or she applies to be certified. The state board may accept
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passage of an equival ent exam nation approved by the state board
to neet 1 or nore of these requirenents.

(4) Subject to subsection (6), if a person holding a teach-
ing certificate fromanother state applies to the state board for
a Mchigan teaching certificate and neets the requirenents of
this subsection, the state board shall issue to the person a
M chi gan professional education teaching certificate and applica-
bl e endorsenents conparable to those the person holds in the
other state, wthout requiring the person to pass a basic skills
exam nation or the applicable subject area exam nation otherw se
requi red under subsection (2) or (3). To be eligible to receive
a M chi gan professional education teaching certificate under this
subsection, a person shall provide evidence satisfactory to the
departnent that he or she neets all of the follow ng
requirenents:

(a) Has taught successfully for at least 3 years in a posi-
tion for which the person's teaching certification fromthe other
state was valid.

(b) Has earned, after his or her initial certification in
anot her state, at least 18 senester credit hours in a planned
course of study at a state board approved institution of higher
education or has earned, at any tine, a state board approved
master's or doctoral degree.

(c) Has net the elenentary or secondary, as applicable,
reading credit requirenment established under state board rule.

(5) A person who receives a teaching certificate and

endor senment or endorsenents under subsection (4) is eligible to
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receive 1 or nore additional endorsenents conparable to
endorsenments the person holds in another state only if the person
passes the appropriate subject area exam nations required under
subsection (2) or (3).

(6) The state board shall deny a M chigan teaching certifi-
cate to a person described in subsection (4) for fraud, materi al
m srepresentation, or conceal nent in the person's application for
a certificate or for a conviction for which a person's teaching
certificate may be revoked under section 1535a.

(7) The departnment, based upon criteria recomended pursuant
to subsection (9), shall provide to state board approved teacher
education institutions state board approved guidelines and cri -
teria for use in the devel opnent or selection of a basic skills
exam nation and approved guidelines and criteria for use in the
devel opnent or sel ection of subject area exam nati ons.

(8) For the purposes of this section, the state board, based
upon criteria recomended pursuant to subsection (9), shal
devel op, select, or develop and select 1 or nore basic skills
exam nations and subject area exam nations. |In addition, the
state board, based upon criteria recommended pursuant to subsec-
tion (9), shall approve an elenentary certification exam nation
and a readi ng subject area exam nati on.

(9) The state board shall appoint an 11-nenber teacher exam
i nation advisory conmttee conprised of representatives of
approved teacher education institutions and M chi gan education
organi zati ons and associ ations. Not nore than 1/2 of the nenbers

conprising this commttee shall be certified teachers. This
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commttee shall recomend criteria to be used by the state board
in the devel opnent, selection, or devel opnment and sel ection of 1
or nore basic skills exam nations, and criteria to be used by the
state board in the devel opnent, selection, or devel opnent and
sel ection of subject area examnations. |In addition, the commt-
tee shall reconmmend guidelines for the use and adm ni stration of
t hose exam nations. The basic skills exam nations referred to in
this subsection may be devel oped by the state board or selected
by the state board fromcomercially or university devel oped
exam nations. |In addition, an approved teacher education insti-
tution, pursuant to guidelines and criteria described in subsec-
tion (7), may devel op an exam nation at its own expense for
approval by the state board. An approved teacher education
institution that develops its own exam nation is |liable for any
litigation that results fromthe use of its exam nation

(10) The state board shall appoint a 7-nmenber standi ng tech-
ni cal advisory council conprised of persons who are experts in
measur enent and assessnent. This council shall advise the state
board and the teacher exam nation conmttee on the validity,
reliability, and other technical standards of the exam nations
that will be used or are being used and of the adm nistration and
use of those exam nati ons.

(11) Not later than Novenmber 30 of each year, the state
board shall submt in witing a report on the devel opnent or
sel ection and use of the basic skills exam nation, the el enentary
certification examnation, and the subject area exam nations to

t he house and senate education commttees. The report shall also
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contain a financial statenent regarding revenue received fromthe
assessnent of fees |evied pursuant to subsection (13) and the
anount of and any purposes for which that revenue was expended.

(12) The basic skills exam nation, the elenentary certifica-
tion exam nation, and the subject area exam nations required by
this section may be taken at different tines during an approved
teacher preparation program but the basic skills exam nation
must be passed before a person is enrolled for student teaching
and the elenentary certification exam nation and the subject area
exam nations, as applicable, nust be passed before a person is
recommended for certification.

(13) The departnent, or if approved by the state board, a
private testing service, may assess fees for taking the basic
skills exam nation, elenentary certification exam nation, and the
subj ect area exam nations. The fees, which shall be set by the
state board, shall not exceed $50.00 for a basic skills exam na-
tion or $75.00 for an elenmentary certification exam nation or a
subj ect area exam nation. However, if a subject area exam nation
for vocational education [ ] includes a per-
formance exam nation, an additional fee nmay be assessed for
taki ng the performance exam nation, not to exceed the actual cost
of adm ni stering the performance exam nation. Fees received by
the departnent shall be expended solely for adm nistrative
expenses that it incurs in inplenenting this section.

(14) If a person holding a teaching certificate from anot her
state applies for a Mchigan teaching certificate and neets al

requi renents for the Mchigan teaching certificate except passage
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of the appropriate exam nations under subsection (3), the state
board shall i1issue a nonrenewabl e tenporary teaching certificate,
good for 1 year, to the person. The state board shall not issue
a Mchigan teaching certificate to the person after expiration of
the tenporary teaching certificate unless the person passes
appropriate exam nations as described in subsection (3). |IF THE
PERSON TEACHES FOR A SCHOOL YEAR UNDER A TEMPORARY TEACHI NG CER-
TI FI CATE UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON AND PASSES APPROPRI ATE EXAM NA-

TI ONS UNDER SUBSECTI ON (3), THE STATE BOARD SHALL CREDI T THAT
TEACHI NG EXPERI ENCE AS 1 YEAR OF SUCCESSFUL EXPERI ENCE COUNTI NG
TOMRD FURTHER TEACHI NG CERTI FI CATI ON.

(15) As used in this section:

(a) "Basic skills exam nation" neans an exam nation devel -
oped or selected by the state board or devel oped pursuant to sub-
section (9) by an approved teacher education institution for the
pur pose of denonstrating the applicant's know edge and under -
standi ng of basic | anguage and nmat hematical skills and ot her
skills necessary for the certificate sought, and for determ ning
whet her or not an applicant is eligible for a provisional
M chi gan teaching certificate.

(b) "Elenmentary certification exam nation" neans a conpre-
hensi ve exam nation for elenentary certification that has been
devel oped or selected by the state board for denonstrating the
applicant's know edge and under standi ng of the core subjects nor-
mal |y taught in elenentary classroons and for determ ni ng whet her
or not an applicant is eligible for an elenmentary | evel teaching

certificate.
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(c) "Subject area exam nation" neans an exam nation rel ated
to a specific area of certification, which exam nati on has been
devel oped or selected by the state board for the purpose of
denonstrating the applicant's know edge and under standi ng of the
subj ect matter and determ ni ng whether or not an applicant is
eligible for a Mchigan teaching certificate.

(16) The state board shall promulgate rules for the inple-
mentation of this section.

(17) Notw thstanding any rule pronul gated by the state board
to the contrary, the state board shall continue to issue state
el ementary or secondary continuing education certificates pursu-
ant to R 390.1132(1) of the Mchigan adm nistrative code to per-
sons who conpleted the requirenents of that rule by Decenber 31,
1992 and who apply for that certificate not |ater than March 15,
1994. |If the state board has issued a state elenentary or sec-
ondary professional education certificate to a person descri bed
inthis section, the state board shall consider the person to
have a state el enentary or secondary, as applicable, continuing
education certificate.

Sec. 1532. (1) Before a teaching certificate is valid in
this state, the holder shall record the certificate in the office
of the internedi ate superintendent or of the superintendent of
school s of the school district in which the hol der expects to
t each.

(2) Before a teaching certificate is valid in this state,
t he hol der shall nmake and subscribe the follow ng oath or

affirmati on:
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"I do solemly swear (or affirm that | wll support the
constitution of the United States of Anmerica and the constitution
of the state of Mchigan and that | wll faithfully discharge the
duties of the office of teacher according to the best of ny
ability".

(3) The oath set forth in subsection (2) shall be signed by
t he hol der of the teaching certificate, notarized, and attached
to or superinposed on the teaching certificate.

(4) Except as provided in this act, the teaching certificate

shall not be nullified except by the state board and for a cause
that would have initially justified the w thholding of the
certificate.

(5) Upon the request of a teacher, the state board
—+mrediatety— shall nullify that teacher's teaching certificate.
Upon the request of a teacher, the state board —+way— SHALL nul -
l[ify 1 or nore endorsenments on the teaching certificate, or a
grade level certification included in the teaching certificate if
the grade | evel certification has not been used for 10 or nore
years. A NULLI FI CATI ON BY THE STATE BOARD UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON
THAT | S APPROVED ON OR BEFORE MARCH 1 OF A CALENDAR YEAR SHALL
TAKE EFFECT ON JULY 1 OF THE SAME CALENDAR YEAR. A NULLI FI CATI ON
BY THE STATE BOARD UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON THAT | S APPROVED AFTER
MARCH 1 OF A CALENDAR YEAR SHALL TAKE EFFECT ON JULY 1 OF THE
NEXT CALENDAR YEAR. The state board shall not reinstate, reissue,
or renew a teaching certificate, endorsenment on a teaching cer-
tificate, or a grade |level certification that has been nullified
pursuant to this subsection
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