HB5637, As Passed House, May 5, 1998

SUBSTITUTE FOR
HOUSE BILL NO. 5637

A bill to create the Mchigan freedomtrail conm ssion; and
to prescribe the powers and duties of certain state departnents,
agenci es, conmm ssions, and officers.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the
"M chigan freedomtrail comm ssion act".

Sec. 2. As used in this act:

(a) "Departnment” neans the departnent of state.

(b) "Mchigan freedomtrail comm ssion"” or "conm ssion"
means the M chigan freedomtrail conmm ssion created in section
3.

Sec. 3. (1) The Mchigan freedomtrail comm ssion is cre-
ated within the departnent of state. The comm ssion shall
exercise its prescribed duties and functions independently of the

secretary of state. However, the budgeting, procurenent, and
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1 related functions of the comm ssion and adm ni strative

2 responsibilities for the staff of the conm ssion shall be per-

3 fornmed under the direction and supervision of the secretary of

4 state.

5 (2) The conm ssion shall consist of the foll ow ng:

6 (a) Menbers appoi nted by the governor, as foll ows:

7 (1) Three nenbers fromthe academ ¢ community know edgeabl e
8 in African-Anerican history.

9 (1) Two nenbers actively involved in civil rights issues.

(1rm) Two nenbers knpmﬁedpeable in historic preservation [, 1
of which Is a representative of the M chigan nuseum associ ati on

=
o

11 (1v) Two nenbers representing |local communities in which the
12 underground railroad had a significant presence.

13 (v) Three nenbers at large, 1 of whom shall be a representa-
14 tive of the nuseum of African American history located in the

15 city of Detroit.

16 (b) Menbers serving ex officio without vote as foll ows:

17 (1) The director of the departnent of natural resources or
18 his or her representative.

19 (11) The chief executive officer of the Mchigan jobs com
20 mssion or his or her representative.

21 (11m) The director of travel Mchigan or his or her

22 representative.

23 (1v) The state archivist or his or her representative.
24 (v) The state librarian or his or her representative.
25 (vi) The secretary of state or his or her representative.
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(3) The nmenbers appoi nted under subsection (2)(a) first
appointed to the comm ssion shall be appointed within 90 days
after the effective date of this act.

(4) Menmbers of the comm ssion appoi nted under
subsection (2)(a) shall serve for terns of 4 years or until a
successor i s appointed, whichever is |ater, except that of the
menbers first appointed 3 shall serve for 1 year, 3 shall serve
for 2 years, and 3 shall serve for 3 years.

(5) If a vacancy occurs on the comm ssion anbng nenbers

appoi nted under subsection (2)(a), the governor shall make an
appoi ntnent for the unexpired termin the sanme manner as the
ori gi nal appoi nt ment.

(6) The governor may renove a nmenber of the conm ssion for
i nconpet ency, dereliction of duty, malfeasance, m sfeasance, or
nonf easance in office, or any other good cause.

(7) At the first neeting, the comm ssion shall elect from
anong its nenbers a chairperson and other officers as it consid-
ers necessary or appropriate. After the first neeting, the com
m ssion shall neet at |east quarterly, or nore frequently at the
call of the chairperson or if requested by 6 or nore nenbers
appoi nted under subsection (2)(a).

(8 A mjority of the nenbers of the comm ssion appoi nted
under subsection (2)(a) constitute a quorum for the transaction
of business at a neeting of the conmssion. A mgjority of the
menbers appoi nted under subsection (2)(a) present and serving are

required for official action of the comm ssion.
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(9) The business that the conm ssion nay performshall be
conducted at a public neeting of the comm ssion held in
conpliance with the open neetings act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to
15. 275.

(10) A witing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of,
or retained by the commssion in the performance of an official
function is subject to the freedomof information act, 1976 PA
442, MCL 15.231 to 15. 246.

(11) Menbers of the conm ssion shall serve w thout
conpensation. However, nenbers of the comm ssion may be reim
bursed for their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the
performance of their official duties as nenbers of the
conmi ssi on.

Sec. 4. The comm ssion shall do all of the follow ng:

(a) Review, plan, and inplenent a nmaster plan to pronote and
preserve the history of the freedomtrail and underground rail -
road in this state.

(b) Work in conjunction with state and federal authorities
to sponsor commenorations, |inkages, semnars, and public foruns
on the freedomtrail and underground railroad in this state and

nei ghbori ng states.

(c) Assist and pronote the making of applications for inclu-
sion in the national and state register of historic places for
significant historic places related to the freedomtrail and the
underground railroad in M chigan.

(d) Assist and devel op partnerships to seek public and

private funds to carry out activities to protect, preserve, and
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1 pronote the | egacy of the freedomtrail and underground railroad
2inthis state.
3 Sec. 5. The comm ssion shall annually report to the gover-
4 nor and both houses of the |egislature on the activities of the

5 comm ssion in the prior cal endar year.
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