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SB0355, As Passed House, February 18, 1998

S.B. 355

A bill to anmend 1939 PA 280, entitled
"The social welfare act,"
by anendi ng section 115f (MCL 400. 115f), as anmended by 1994
PA 238.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 115f. As used in this section and sections 115g to
115m

(a) "Adoptee" nmeans the child who is to be adopted or who is
adopt ed.

(b) "Adoption code" nmeans THE M CH GAN ADOPTI ON CODE, chap-

ter X of —Aet—No—288—-of thePubt+e-Acts—of—1939—betng—sections

1621+t o—+16—+0—of the Mechtgan—Conptted—taws— 1939 PA 288,
MCL 710.21 TO 710. 70.

(c) "Adoption subsidy" nmeans a support subsidy or a nedical

subsi dy or bot h.
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(d) "Adoptive parent” neans the parent or parents who adopt
a child pursuant to the adoption code.

(e) "Agreenent" neans an adoption assi stance agreenent
bet ween the departnent and the adoptive parent.

(f) "Certification" nmeans a determnation of eligibility by
the departnent that an adoptee is eligible for a support subsidy
or a nmedi cal subsidy or both.

(g) "Child placing agency" neans that termas defined in
section 1 of —Aet—No—1t6of thePubtt+e-Acts—of 31943 —betng—see—
tHen—F22—1tt—of—theMechigan—Conpitted—taws— 1973 PA 116,

MCL 722. 111.
(h) "Child with special needs" neans an individual under the

age of 18 years for whomthe state has determned all of the

fol | ow ng:
(1) The child cannot or should not be returned to the hone
of the child' s parents.

(11) A specific factor or condition exists with respect to
the child so that it is reasonable to conclude that the child
cannot be placed with an adoptive parent w thout an adoption sub-
sidy under this act. The factors or conditions to be consi dered
i ncl ude et hnic background, age, nenbership in a mnority or sib-

I ing group, nedical condition, physical, nental, or enotional
—handiecap— DI SABILITY, or length of tinme the child has been wait -
ing for an adoptive hone.

(11m) A reasonabl e but unsuccessful effort was nade to pl ace

t he adoptee with appropriate adoptive parents w thout providing
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an adoption subsidy under this act or a prospective placenent is
the only placenent in the best interest of the child.

(1) "Court" neans the juvenile division of the probate court
in this state.

(j) "Departnment"” means the —departrent—of—soctal——servtees—
FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE AGENCY.

(k) "Foster care" neans placenent of a child outside the
child' s parental honme by and under the supervision of a child
pl aci ng agency, the court, the departnent, or the departnent of
—frertat— COVMUNI TY heal t h.

() "Medical subsidy" neans paynent for nedical, surgical,
hospital, and rel ated expenses necessitated by a specified physi-
cal, nmental, or enotional condition of a child who has been
pl aced for adoption.

(m "Nonrecurring adoption expenses” neans reasonabl e and
necessary adoption fees, court costs, attorney fees, and ot her
expenses that are directly related to the |egal adoption of a
child with special needs. Nonrecurring adoption expenses do not
i ncl ude costs or expenses incurred in violation of state or fed-
eral law or that have been reinbursed from other sources or
f unds.

(n) "OQther expenses that are directly related to the | egal
adoption of a child with special needs" neans adoption costs
incurred by or on behalf of the adoptive parent and for which the
adoptive parent carries the ultimate liability for paynent,

i ncl udi ng the adoption study, health and psychol ogi cal

exam nations, supervision of the placenent before adoption, and
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1 transportation and reasonabl e costs of |odging and food for the
2 child or adoptive parent if necessary to conplete the adoption or
3 pl acenment process.

4 (o) "Support subsidy" neans paynent for support of a child

5 who has been placed for adoption.
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