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SB0517, As Passed House, December 4, 1997

HOUSE SUBSTITUTE FOR
SENATE BILL NO. 517

A bill to amend 1984 PA 422, entitled
"An act to create a state foster care review board programin the
state court administrative office; to create |ocal foster care
review boards; to prescribe the powers and duties of certain
public officers and certain public and private agencies; and to
provi de penalties,"
by anendi ng sections 4, 5, 7, and 9 (MCL 722. 134, 722.135,
722.137, and 722.139), as anended by 1989 PA 74, and by adding
section 7a.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:
Sec. 4. (1) —Execept—as—eotherwtseprovided—+n—this—sectton;

there— THERE is created a |ocal foster care review board in each

county —having—at—teast—106but—moet—rore—than—560—~chttdren—+n
foester—eare— OR I N MULTI PLE COUNTI ES AS PROVIDED I N

SUBSECTION (2). —For—a—ecounty—wthrnore—than—560—~chttdren—+n
: 4 . I et -y Ly w I

addi-t+onal—300—~chtdren—+tn—+foster—eare+n—that—eounty— SUBJECT
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TO SUBSECTI ON (3), ADDI TI ONAL BOARDS MAY BE CREATED I N EACH
COUNTY OR I'N MULTI PLE COUNTI ES AT THE DI SCRETI ON OF THE STATE
COURT ADM NI STRATI VE OFFI CE.
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(2) AT THE DI RECTI ON OF THE STATE COURT ADM NI STRATI VE
OFFI CE, A SINGLE COUNTY LOCAL BOARD OR A BOARD COMPRI SED OF 1 OR
MORE COUNTI ES | S CREATED.

(3) 8)— A county shall not have nore than —16— 15 | oca
foster care review boards.

Sec. 5. (1) Alocal board shall be conposed of 5 nenbers
who reside within the jurisdiction of the |ocal board, and who
represent to the maxi mum extent possible the socio-econom c,
racial, and ethnic groups residing wwthin that jurisdiction. A

LOCAL BOARD MAY HAVE 1 OR MORE ALTERNATE MEMBERS WHO SERVE WHEN
AN APPO NTED BOARD MEMBER | S UNAVAI LABLE.

(2) A local board nenber shall serve a renewabl e 3-year
term O the initial nmenbers, 3 nenbers shall serve for 3 years,
and 2 nmenbers shall serve for 2 years.

(3) A person enployed by a child care organi zation, the
—departrent—of——soctat—serviees— FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE AGENCY, or
t he —proebate— court shall not be appointed to a | ocal board.

(4) A local board shall elect 1 of its nenbers to serve as
chairperson and 1 to serve as vice-chairperson. Each shall serve
for a termof 1 year.

(5) A local board shall neet at a place and tine specified
by the state court adm nistrative office and approved by the
chai rperson of the |ocal board.

(6) Each nmenber of a local board shall attend an orientation
traini ng session and subsequent training sessions as required by
the state court admnistrative office.

02608' 97 (H 3)
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(7) The nmenbers of a local board shall serve w thout
conpensation. Reinbursenent of expenses of nenbers of the |ocal
board shall be in accordance with standard travel reinbursenent
rates established annually by the departnent of managenent and
budget .

(8) A local board nenmber nmay be renoved for cause by the
state court adm nistrator.

Sec. 7. (1) Alocal board shall do all of the foll ow ng:

(a) Review each initial placenment plan submtted under sec-

tion 6 for a child in foster care. The review shall be to deter-
m ne whet her the placenent plan for the child contains at |east
all of the follow ng information:

(1) The purpose for which the child has been placed in
foster care and the reason that the child cannot be returned to
his or her home i medi ately.

(11) The length of tinme in which the purpose of foster care
w || be acconplished.

(11m) An assessnent of the involvenent of the | egal parent
and steps taken by the child care organization to involve the
| egal parent in the planning and inplenentation of the plan.

(1v) A description of the services which have been and are
to be provided in order for the purpose of foster care to be
acconpl i shed.

(v) The nunber of foster care placenments the child has
experienced while in foster care, and the length of tinme of each

foster care placenent.

02608' 97 (H 3)
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(vi) The person within the child care organization who is
directly responsible for assuring that the plan is inplenented.

(vin) The type of permanent placenent reconmended for the
chi | d.

(b) Review progress reports submtted under section 6(b)
every 6 nonths followng the initial review to determ ne whether
t he purpose for which the child has been placed in foster care,
as described in the initial placenent plan, is being achieved,
and whet her the plan continues to be appropriate, based on a
review of all of the follow ng:

(1) An assessnment of the extent to which the child care
organi zation is acconplishing the purpose of foster care as
described in the placenent plan.

(1) ldentification of the person within the child care
organi zation who is directly responsible for assuring that the
pl acenment plan is inplenented.

(11m) The length of time the child has been in foster care.

(1v) The nunmber of foster care placenents the child has
experienced while in foster care and the length of tinme of each
foster care placenent.

(v) An assessnent of the involvenent of the |egal parent and
steps taken by the child care organization to involve the |egal
parent in planning and inplenentation of the plan.

(c) Wenever practicable, conduct reviews and submt
reports, as required under subdivision (e), before the judicial

review or rehearing mandated in section 19 of chapter X IA of

02608' 97 (H 3)
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—Act—No—288—of —thePubleActs—of 1939, —betrng—sect+ron—7F12A19—-of
the—M-chi-gan—Conpited—taws— 1939 PA 288, MCL 712A. 19.

(d) Review, at any time considered necessary by the | ocal
board, or at the request of the —fuventrtediviston—of—the
ptroebate— court or an interested party, the case and information
submtted by a child care organi zati on under section 6.

(e) Submt to the child care organi zation that submtted the
initial placement plan and progress report and, if applicable, to
t he Guventte—diviston—of—the—probate— court, wthin 30 days
after a review under subdivision (a) or (b), a witten statenent
of findings and recomendati ons regarding the care, naintenance,
and supervision of a child in foster care and the plan for per-
manent placenent of the child. A copy of the statenment may be
sent to all interested parties. The |local board may give infor-
mation or file a petition for court action or rehearing under
section 11 or 21 of chapter Xl I|A of —Act—No—288—of—thePublte
Acts—of—1939—being—sections—712Att—ant—712A21—of—theM-echigan
Coptted—taws— 1939 PA 288, MCL 712A.11 AND 712A. 21.

(F) HEAR AN APPEAL OF A PROPCSED CHANGE | N FOSTER CARE
PLACEMENT AS PROVI DED I N SECTI ON 13B OF CHAPTER XII A OF 1939 PA
288, MCL 712A.13B, AND REPORT TO THE COURT AS REQUI RED BY THAT
SECTI ON.

(G AS PART OF THE ONGO NG REVI EW PROCESS, SELECT PERVMANENT
WARDS FOR REVI EW FROM ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG CATEGORI ES:

(1) WARDS WHO ARE REAQ STERED W TH THE M CHI GAN ADOPTI ON
RESOURCE EXCHANGE AND WHO HAVE BEEN ON HOLD STATUS FOR NOT LESS
THAN 12 MONTHS.

02608' 97 (H 3)
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(1) WARDS WHO HAVE NOT BEEN REG STERED W TH THE M CHI GAN
ADOPTI ON RESOURCE EXCHANGE, HAVE BEEN PERMANENT WARDS FOR NOT
LESS THAN 6 MONTHS, AND DO NOT HAVE A DOCUMENTED PERMANENCY PLAN
| N PLACE.

(1m1) WARDS WHO ARE LESS THAN 12 YEARS OF AGE AND HAVE BEEN
LI STED IN THE M CH GAN ADOPTI ON RESOURCE EXCHANGE PHOTO LI STI NG
BOOK FOR MORE THAN 6 MONTHS AND FOR WHOM NO FAM LY HAS BEEN
| DENTI FI ED.

(H —H)— Performthose duties necessary to inplenent this
act .

(2) Alocal board may Iimt the reviewto a witten report
or request a personal appearance of an interested party, as con-
si dered necessary by the | ocal board.

(3) If interested parties are provided wwth a copy of the
findings and recommendati ons of the |ocal board, the |ocal board
shall allow the interested parties to submt witten comments.
Upon approval of a local board, an interested party nmay nmake a
per sonal appearance before the |ocal board in connection with the
foster care case.

(4) A local board may make recommendations to the state
court admnistrative office regarding issues in foster care
policy and procedure and the functions of child care organi za-
tions and the —fuvenrte—diviston—of—the—probate— court.

(5) A LOCAL BOARD SHALL COWPI LE AND MAI NTAI N STATI STI CS AND
MAKE FI NDI NGS REGARDI NG | TS REVI EWN5 OF PERMANENT WARDS UNDER SUB-
SECTION (1) (G, I|NCLUDING BUT NOT LIM TED TO, | DENTIFI CATION OF
ANY BARRI ERS TO PERMANENCY.

02608' 97 (H3)
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(6) THE M CH GAN ADOPTI ON RESOURCE EXCHANGE SHALL COOPERATE
W TH THE FOSTER CARE REVI EW BOARD PROGRAM AND SUBM T COPI ES OF
THEI R FI LE MATERI AL AND REGQ STRATI ON DOCUMENTATI ON AS REQUESTED
BY THE FOSTER CARE REVI EW BOARD PROGRAM

SEC. 7A. | F THE CASE OF A CH LD WHO HAS AT LEAST 1 Sl BLI NG
| S OTHERW SE BEFORE A LOCAL BOARD, THE LOCAL BOARD MAY EVALUATE
THE CH LD S PLACEMENT IN A FOSTER FAM LY HOVE OR FOSTER FAM LY
GROUP HOVE THAT WOULD ALLOW THE CHI LD AND 1 OR MORE SI BLI NGS TO
REMAI N OR BE PLACED TOGETHER, BUT WOULD ALSO REQUI RE OBTAI NI NG A
VARI ANCE FROM 1 OR MORE LI CENSI NG RULES OR STATUTES UNDER SECTI ON
8B OF 1973 PA 116, MCL 722.118B. |F THE LOCAL BOARD DETERM NES
THAT SUCH A PLACEMENT WOULD BE IN THE CHI LD S BEST | NTERESTS AND
THAT THE VARI ANCE FROM THE PARTI CULAR LI CENSI NG RULES OR STATUTES
WOULD NOT JEOPARDI ZE THE HEALTH OR SAFETY OF A CH LD RESI DI NG I N
THE FOSTER FAM LY HOVE OR FOSTER FAM LY GROUP HOVE, THE LOCAL
BOARD SHALL RECOVMEND THE VARI ANCE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER
AND | NDUSTRY SERVI CES AS PROVI DED IN SECTION 8B OF 1973 PA 116,
MCL 722.118B.

Sec. 9. (1) The state court adm nistrator shall publish an
annual report of the state board programcreated by this act and
shal | make the annual report available to the public.

ADDI TI ONALLY, THE STATE COURT ADM NI STRATOR SHALL SUBM T THE
ANNUAL REPORT TO THE LEQ SLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR

(2) The annual report required by subsection (1) shall

include, but 1S not be— limted to, all of the foll ow ng:
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(A) 41— An eval uative summary, suppl enented by applicable

=

guantitative data, of the activities and functioning of each
| ocal board during the preceding year.

(B) —#1— An evaluative summary, supplenented by applicable

2

3

4

5 quantitative data, of the activities and functioning of the

6 aggregate of all local boards in the state during the preceding
7 year.

8 (CO —##H)— An identification of problens that inpede the
9 tinmely placenent of children in a permanent placenent and recom
10 nendations for inproving the tinely placenent of children in a
11 permanent pl acenent.

12 (D) THE STATI STI CS AND FI NDI NGS COWPI LED UNDER SECTI ON 7(5).
13 Enacting section 1. This anendatory act does not take

14 effect unless Senate Bill No. 490 of the 89th Legislature is

15 enacted into | aw.

[ Enacting section 2. Section 7 of 1984 PA 422, MCL 722.137, as
amended by thi's anendatory act, takes effect July 1, 1998.]
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