© 00 N o 0o A~ W DN P

10

SB0855, As Passed House, September 17, 1998

HOUSE SUBSTITUTE FOR
SENATE BILL NO. 855

A bill to amend 1978 PA 34, entitled

"An act to revise the laws relating to fences on certain | ands
and fence viewers; and to repeal certain acts and parts of acts,"”

by anmendi ng sections 4, 5, and 6 (MCL 43.54, 43.55, and 43.56).
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 4. (1) The township board in each township shal
appoint not |less than 1 resident of the township, —whieh— WHO may
—+netude— BE A townshi p —trustees— TRUSTEE, as a fence viewer.
The person OR PERSONS appoi nted shall serve at the pleasure of
the township board. The governing body of a city or village
shal | appoint a fence viewer only —whenr—rfregti+ret— under section
6(2).

(2) A person may engage a fence viewer upon witten request

and upon the paynent of $25.00 —fer—each—tday—that—the—serviees—of
thefence—~ewer—are needed— to the TOMNNSH P treasurer —ef—the
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tewnshtp— or to the CITY OR VILLAGE treasurer —ef—the—et+ty o+
viHage— under section 6(2) FOR EACH DAY THAT THE FENCE VI EVER S
SERVI CES ARE NEEDED. The fence viewer shall —+nAferm NOTIFY in
witing the person who nmade the request and the OAMNER OR owners
of the property to be viewed —at—+east— NOT LESS THAN 5 days —+#
atdvance—of— BEFORE the date on which the fence —wrewer——s— VI EVER
WLL RENDER H S OR HER servi ces. —shatt—be—rendered— The fence
vi ewer shall be conpensated 80% OF the anount received by the
TOMSHI P treasurer OR CITY OR VI LLAGE TREASURER UNDER SECTI ON
6(2) when the requested service has been perforned.

Sec. 5. (1) If engaged under section 4(2), a fence viewer
shall DO 1 OR MORE OF THE FOLLOW NG

(a) Determ ne —whether—an—adiotrnrng— |F A property owner or
t enant —ustng—the— | N POSSESSI ON OF property —of—the—atdiotning
property—owner— i s —+n—+Ffaet— using a fence constructed or main-
tai ned by —a—netrghbortng— AN ADJO NI NG property owner, and if so,
what —afreun he—adi-otrnthg—property—owner—o efrah hotH-e—con
tr+bute—+o6— PERCENTAGE OF THE COST OF construction and mainte-
nance of the fence THE PROPERTY OANER OR TENANT USI NG THE FENCE
| S RESPONSI BLE FOR.

(b) Assess the anpbunt of damage —eatused—where— |F an ani mal
of a property owner or of a tenant —en—the— | N POSSESSI ON OF
property —ef—the—property—ownrer— causes danage to —the—fence—of
the— AN adj oi ni ng property —oewrer— OMER S FENCE

(2) —Wthtn— NOT MORE THAN 7 days after a FENCE VI EVER
RENDERS A deci si on —+s—rendered— under subsection (1), the fence
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viewer shall notify in witing the appropriate property owners or
tenant of —the— THAT deci si on.

(3) A fence viewer is not —responstbtefor—the— CHARGED W TH
THE RESPONSI BI LI TY OF settling —ef— boundary di sputes OR DETER-
M NI NG THE LOCATI ON OF A BOUNDARY. BOUNDARY DI SPUTES SHALL BE
SETTLED AND BOUNDARI ES DETERM NED PURSUANT TO STATE LAW

(4) A person may appeal the decision of a fence viewer to a
court of conpetent jurisdiction.

Sec. 6. (1) If a dispute arises with regard to a fence

—whteh— THAT is the boundary |ine between townships, or partly in
1 township and partly in another TOMNSH P, 1 fence viewer from
each townshi p —shat+— MAY be selected to settle the dispute OR 1
FENCE VI EANER MAY BE SELECTED BY MUTUAL AGREEMENT OF EACH

TOANNSHI P.

(2) If a dispute arises with regard to a fence —whieh— THAT
is the boundary |line between a township and a city or village, or
partly in 1 township and partly in a city or village, 1 fence
viewer fromthe township and 1 FENCE VI EWER FROM the city or vil -
| age —shat+— MAY be selected to settle the dispute OR 1 FENCE
VI EANER MAY BE SELECTED BY MUTUAL AGREEMENT OF THE TOMANSHI P AND
THE CI TY OR VI LLAGE.
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