SB 841, As Passed Senate, February 4, 1998

SUBSTITUTE FOR
SENATE BILL NO. 841

A bill to anmend 1982 PA 294, entitled
"Friend of the court act,"”
(MCL 552.501 to 552.535) by adding sections 4b and 4c.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

SEC. 4B. (1) EXCEPT AS PROVI DED I N SUBSECTIONS (2), (3),
AND (4), AND UNDER THE CHI EF JUDGE' S SUPERVI SI ON, THE OFFI CE
SHALL PROVI DE THE CI TI ZEN ADVI SORY COW TTEE W TH A GRI EVANCE
FI LED AS PROVI DED I N SECTI ON 26 AND ACCESS TO RECORDS AND | NFOR-
MATI ON NECESSARY FOR THE COWM TTEE TO PERFORM | TS FUNCTI ONS AS
PRESCRI BED BY THI S ACT, | NCLUDI NG THE FOLLOW NG

(A) CASE RECORDS AND OTHER | NFORMVATI ON PERTAI NI NG TO THE
CASE OF A PARTY WHO HAS FI LED A GRI EVANCE WTH THE Cl Tl ZEN
ADVI SORY COW TTEE.
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(B) | NFORMATI ON REGARDI NG THE PROCEDURES USED BY THE OFFI CE
TO CARRY QUT I TS RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES AS DEFI NED BY STATUTE, COURT
RULE, OR THE BUREAU.

(O | NFORMATI ON REGARDI NG THE ADM NI STRATI ON OF THE OFFI CE
OF THE FRI END OF THE COURT OFFI CE, | NCLUDI NG BUDGET AND PERSONNEL
| NFORVATI ON.

(2) THE FOLLOW NG | NFORMATI ON SHALL NOT BE PROVI DED TO A
Cl TI ZEN ADVI SORY COW TTEE:

(A) | NFORMATI ON DEFI NED AS CONFI DENTI AL BY SUPREME COURT
RULE.

(B) CASE | NFORVATI ON SUBJECT TO CONFI DENTI ALI TY OR SUPPRES-
SI ON BY SPECI FI C COURT ORDER, UNLESS THE COURT THAT | SSUED THE
ORDER OF CONFI DENTI ALI TY DETERM NES, AFTER NOTI CE TO THE PARTI ES
AND AN OPPORTUNI TY FOR RESPONSE, THAT THE REQUESTED | NFORMATI ON
MAY BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE CI TI ZEN ADVI SORY COWM TTEE W THOUT
| MPAI RING THE RI GHTS OF A PARTY OR THE WELL- BEI NG OF A CHI LD
| N\VOLVED I N THE CASE.

(3) A CITIZEN ADVI SORY COW TTEE SHALL BE PROVI DED A JUDGE' S
OR REFEREE' S NOTES PERTAI NI NG TO A CASE ONLY AT THE CH EF JUDGE' S
EXPRESS DI RECTI ON.

(4) A CITIZEN ADVI SORY COW TTEE HAS ACCESS TO RECORDS OF A
MEDI ATI ON SESSI ON ONLY | F THE COURT DETER-
M NES, AFTER NOTI CE TO THE PARTI ES AND AN OPPORTUNI TY FOR A
RESPONSE, THAT ACCESS WOULD NOT | MPAIR THE RI GHTS OF A PARTY TO
THE CASE OR THE WELL-BEI NG OF A CH LD I NVOLVED I N THE CASE.

(5) UPON REQUEST OF A CI TI ZEN ADVI SORY COW TTEE AND UNDER
THE CH EF JUDGE' S SUPERVI SI ON, THE OFFI CE SHALL ANNUALLY PROVI DE
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THE COWM TTEE W TH | NFORVATI ON PERTAI NI NG TO A RANDOM SAMPLI NG OF
GRI EVANCES. | F REQUESTED BY THE COWMM TTEE AND AT THE SUPREME
COURT" S DI RECTI ON, THE STATE COURT ADM NI STRATI VE OFFI CE SHALL
ASSI ST THE OFFI CE I N DEVI SI NG A STATI STI CALLY SI GNI FI CANT RANDOM
SAMPLI NG

SEC. 4C. (1) A CITIZEN ADVI SORY COW TTEE, | TS MEMBERS, AND
| TS STAFF SHALL CONSI DER AS CONFI DENTI AL A RECORD OR OTHER | NFOR-
MATI ON TO WHI CH THEY HAVE ACCESS | N ORDER TO PERFORM THEI R FUNC-
TIONS UNDER THI S ACT AND SHALL PROPERLY SAFEGUARD I TS USE AND
DI SCLOSURE.

(2) A PERSON LI STED I N SUBSECTI ON (1) WHO DI SCLOSES A RECORD
OR OTHER | NFORVATI ON DESCRIBED IN SECTION (1) IS GULTY OF A
M SDEMEANOR.

(3) A CITIZEN ADVI SORY COW TTEE MEMBER S UNAUTHORI ZED DI S-
CLOSURE OF A RECORD OR | NFORVATI ON DESCRI BED I N SUBSECTION (1) IS
NO LONGER A MEMBER OF THE COWM TTEE.

(4) A COW TTEE STAFF MEMBER S UNAUTHORI ZED DI SCLOSURE OF A
RECORD OR | NFORVATI ON DESCRI BED I N SUBSECTION (1) IS GROUNDS FOR
Dl SM SSAL.
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