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HOUSE BILL No. 4049

January 8, 1997, Introduced by Rep. Anthony and referred to the Committee on
Conservation, Environment and Recreation.

A bill to amend 1994 PA 451, entitled
"Natural resources and environnental protection act,"
(MCL 324.101 to 324.90106) by adding part 518.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:
PART 518. PRESCRI BED BURNS

SEC. 51801. AS USED IN TH S PART:

(A) "DEPARTMENT" MEANS THE DI RECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES OR HI'S OR HER DESI GNEE.

(B) "PRESCRI BED BURN' MEANS A FIRE THAT IS | NTENTI ONALLY SET
BY THE DEPARTMENT ON STATE OMNED PROPERTY OR PRI VATELY OWNED
PROPERTY TO ASSI ST THE DEPARTMENT I N | MPLEMENTI NG 1 OR MORE LAND
USE MANAGEMENT GOALS. THE DEPARTMENT MAY CONDUCT A PRESCRI BED
BURN ON PRI VATELY OMNED PROPERTY ONLY | F THE OWNER OF THE
PROPERTY CONSENTS.
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SEC. 51802. (1) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL NOT CONDUCT A
PRESCRI BED BURN | N ANY CEOGRAPH C AREA OF THI S STATE IN A YEAR
UNLESS THE DEPARTMENT FI RST CONDUCTS AT LEAST 1 PUBLI C HEARI NG I N
THAT YEAR IN A COUNTY I N WH CH THE PRESCRI BED BURN | S TO OCCUR
THE PUBLI C HEARI NG SHALL BE DESI GNED TO ALERT MEMBERS OF THE
PUBLI C THAT 1 OR MORE PRESCRI BED BURNS MAY OCCUR AND WHAT THE
PURPOSE AND ANTI Cl PATED CONSEQUENCES OF THE PRESCRI BED BURN W LL
BE. | N ADDI TI ON, MEMBERS OF THE PUBLI C SHALL HAVE AN OPPORTUNI TY
AT THE PUBLI C HEARI NG TO EXPRESS THEI R CONCERNS AND OPI NI ONS
REGARDI NG A PRESCRI BED BURN.

(2) IN ADDI TI ON TO THE REQUI REMENT FOR A PUBLI C HEARI NG
UNDER SUBSECTI ON (1), 30 DAYS BEFORE ANY PRESCRI BED BURN THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL NOTI FY EACH LOCAL FlI RE DEPARTMENT W TH JURI SDI G-
TI ON OVER THE PRQJECTED BURN AREA AND SHALL PUBLI SH A PUBLI C
NOTI CE | N A DAI LY NEWSPAPER W TH A Cl RCULATI ON COVERI NG THE PRE-
SCRI BED BURN AREA THAT A PRESCRI BED BURN | S SCHEDULED TO OCCUR
W TH N A DESI GNATED 1- WEEK PERI OD.

SEC. 51803. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL NOT CONDUCT A PRESCRI BED
BURN UNLESS THERE | S AT LEAST A 1, 040- FOOT BUFFER ZONE BETWEEN
THE PROIJECTED BURN AREA AND ANY ADJO NI NG PRI VATELY OMNED
PROPERTY. | F THE OMNER OF THE PRI VATELY OMNED PROPERTY THAT
ADJO NS THE PUBLI CLY OMNED PROPERTY ON WHI CH A PRESCRI BED BURN | S
SCHEDULED AGREES TO HAVE ALL OR A PORTION OF H'S OR HER PROPERTY
| NCLUDED | N A PRESCRI BED BURN, THEN THE 1, 040- FOOT BUFFER ZONE
DCES NOT APPLY TO THAT PRI VATELY OMNED PROPERTY.

SEC. 51804. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE PUBLI C NOTI CE AS
REQUI RED UNDER THI S ACT IN A MANNER THAT THE DEPARTMENT
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1 DETERM NES | S BEST SU TED TO PROVI DE NOTI CE TO RESI DENTS OF THE
2 GEOGRAPHI C AREA I N OR NEAR THE AREA I N VH CH A PRESCRI BED BURN
3 MAY OCCUR OR |'S SCHEDULED TO OCCUR
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