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HOUSE BILL No. 4139

January 28, 1997, Introduced by Rep. Crissman and referred to the Committee on
Transportation.

A bill to anmend 1949 PA 300, entitled
"M chi gan vehicl e code,"
by anendi ng section 716 (MCL 257.716), as anended by 1980 PA
311.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 716. (1) Unless specifically declared to be a civil
infraction, it is a m sdeneanor for a person to drive or nove or
for the ower to cause or permt to be driven or noved on a high-
way a vehicle or vehicles of a size or weight exceeding the lim -
tations stated in this chapter or otherwse in violation of this
chapter, and the maxi num size and wei ght specified in this chap-
ter shall be lawful throughout this state, and | ocal authorities
shall not alter those size and weight limtations except as

express authority is granted in this chapter.
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(2) The provisions of this chapter governing size, weight,
and | oad shall not apply to a fire apparatus, —e+— to an
i npl emrent of husbandry incidentally noved upon a hi ghway, A COwW
Bl NATI ON OF VEHI CLES DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (4) IF THE TRIP IS
50 MLES OR LESS, or to a vehicle operated under the terns of a
special permt issued as provided in this chapter.

(3) The state transportation departnent, pursuant to —Aet
No—306—of—thePubHtAets—of 1969 —as—arrended— THE ADM NI STRA-
TI VE PROCEDURES ACT OF 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 TO 24. 328,
may pronul gate rules permtting and regul ating the operation of a
vehicle or vehicles of a size or weight which exceeds the size or
weight limtations in this chapter. The rules may restrict or
proscribe the conditions of operation of a vehicle or vehicles of
a size or weight which exceeds the size or weight limtations in
this chapter, if the restriction or proscription is necessary to
protect the public safety or to prevent undue damage to a road
foundation or surface, a structure, or an installation. The
rules may provide for a reasonable inspection fee for an inspec-
tion of a vehicle or vehicles to determ ne whether their sizes
and wei ghts are in conformance with this act, and may require
ot her security necessary to conpensate for damage caused by the
vehi cle or vehicles described in this subsection.

(4) A COVBI NATI ON OF VEHI CLES, | NCLUDI NG A WRECKER AND A
DI SABLED VEHI CLE OR COMVBI NATI ON OF DI SABLED VEHI CLES, THAT
EXCEEDS THE SI ZE AND WEI GHT LIM TATIONS I N THI S CHAPTER MAY BE
OPERATED UPON THE HI GHWAYS OF THI S STATE UNDER THE FOLLOW NG
CONDI Tl ONS:
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(A) THE WRECKER | S SPECI FI CALLY DESI GNED FOR SUCH TOW NG
OPERATI ONS, |'S EQUI PPED W TH FLASHI NG, OSCI LLATI NG OR ROTATI NG
AMBER OR RED LI GATS AS PERM TTED UNDER SECTI ON 698, AND | S
CAPABLE OF UTI LI ZI NG THE LI GHTI NG AND BRAKI NG SYSTEMs OF THE DI S-
ABLED VEH CLE OR COMBI NATI ON OF DI SABLED VEH CLES | F THOSE SYS-
TEMS ARE OPERATI ONAL

(B) THE DI SABLED VEH CLE OR COVBI NATI ON OF DI SABLED VEHI CLES
SHALL NOT EXCEED BY THEMSELVES THE SI ZE AND WEI GHT LI M TATI ONS OF
TH' 'S CHAPTER UNLESS A PERM T FOR OPERATI ON WAS GRANTED BY AN
APPROPRI ATE JURI SDI CTI ONAL AUTHORI TY UNDER SECTI ON 725. HOWEVER
THE OMNER OR OPERATOR OF A WRECKER ASSI STI NG A DI SABLED VEHI CLE
OR COMBI NATI ON OF DI SABLED VEH CLES SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO THE
PENALTI ES | MPOSED BY THI S CHAPTER FOR OVERWEI GHT VEHI CLES | F THE
DI SABLED VEH CLE OR COVBI NATI ON OF DI SABLED VEHI CLES EXCEED THE
SI ZE AND VEI GHT LI M TATIONS OF THI S CHAPTER AND A PERM T WAS NOT
GRANTED BY THE APPROPRI ATE JURI SDI CTI ONAL AUTHORI TY UNDER SECTI ON
725.
| NSTEAD OF THE REQUI REMENTS OF SUBDI VI SIONS (A) AND (B), A WRIT-
TEN SPECI AL PERM T MAY BE | SSUED BY AN APPROPRI ATE JURI SDI CT1 ONAL
AUTHORI TY UNDER SECTI ON 725 AUTHORI ZI NG THE OPERATI ON OF A COMBI -
NATI ON OF VEH CLES AS DESCRI BED I N THI S SUBSECTI ON
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