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HOUSE BILL No. 4176

January 30, 1997, Introduced by Reps. Leland, Freeman, DeHart, Wojno, Goschka, Mathieu,
Agee, Murphy, Harder, LaForge, Quarles, Thomas, Schauer, Tesanovich, Cherry, Schermesser, Hale,
Baird, Varga, Hanley, Brater, Price, Rocca, Middaugh, Stallworth, Brown, Kilpatrick, Kukuk,
Martinez, Brewer, Dobronski, Olshove, Gire, Willard, Gubow, Prusi and Baade and referred to the
Committee on Health Policy.

A bill to anend 1978 PA 368, entitled
"Public health code,"
by amendi ng section 21720a (MCL 333.21720a).

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 21720a. (1) —A— THE DEPARTMENT SHALL NOT LI CENSE A
nursi ng home —shatH—not—be+i+eensed— under this part unless that
nursing home has on its staff at least 1 registered nurse with
specialized training or relevant experience in the area of geron-
tol ogy — who —shatHH—serve— SERVES as the director of nursing
and who —shat+—be— | S responsi bl e for planning and directing
nursing care. —Fthe— A nursing honme APPLYI NG FOR LI CENSURE shal
have at least 1 |licensed nurse on duty at all tinmes and shal
enpl oy additional registered PROFESSI ONAL NURSES and |icensed
practical nurses in accordance with subsection (2). —Fhts
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(2) —Andrsing—here— SUBJECT TO SUBSECTI ON (3), A LI CENSEE
shal | enpl oy nursing personnel sufficient to provide continuous
24-hour nursing care and services sufficient to neet the needs of
each patient in the nursing honme. —Ndarstng— THE D RECTOR OF
NURSI NG SHALL SUPERVI SE NURSI NG per sonnel enployed in the nursing
home. —shatHt—be—under—the—superviston—of—thedireetor—of
AatrstAg— A licensee shall maintain a nursing hone staff suffi-
cient to provide not |ess than 225 2.65 hours of nursing care
by enpl oyed nursing —eare— personnel per patient per day. —Fhe—
A LI CENSEE SHALL MAINTAIN A ratio of patients to UNLI CENSED nurs-
i ng —€are— personnel during a norning shift —shaH—ret—execeed— OF
NOT MORE THAN 8 —patt+ents— to 1; —nursthg—rcarepersonnel—the— A
ratio of patients to UNLI CENSED nursing —eare— personnel during
an afternoon shift —shatt——mot—exeeed— OF NOT MORE THAN 12
—pat+ents— to 1; —nurstngecarepersonnet—and—the— AND A rati o of
patients to UNLI CENSED nursi ng —eate— personnel during a night-
time shift —shatH—met—exeeed— OF NOT MORE THAN 15 —pati+ents— to
1. -—nursthrg—ecarepersonnet—and—there— A LI CENSEE shal | —be— HAVE
sufficient nursing —eare— personnel available on duty to assure
coverage for patients at all tinmes during the shift. A LI CENSEE
SHALL MAI NTAIN A RATI O OF PATI ENTS TO LI CENSED NURSI NG PERSONNEL
OF NOT MORE THAN 30 TO 1 DURI NG THE MORNI NG AND AFTERNOON SHI FTS,
AND NOT MORE THAN 50 TO 1 DURI NG THE NI GHATTI ME SHI FT. An enpl oyee
designated as a nenber of the nursing staff shall not —be—engaged
rA—providaing— PROVI DE basic services such as food preparation
housekeepi ng, laundry, or maintenance services, except in an

i nstance of natural disaster or other energency reported to and
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concurred in by the departnment. A PERSON EMPLOYED TO PROVI DE
SUCH BASI C SERVI CES SHALL NOT PROVI DE NURSI NG CARE TO PATI ENTS.
In a nursing hone having 30 or nore beds, the DEPARTMENT SHALL
NOT | NCLUDE THE director of nursing —shatH——met—be—+netuded— in
counting the mnimumratios of nursing personnel required by this
subsecti on.

(3) A LICENSEE THAT MAI NTAI NS A NURSI NG HOVE STAFF SUFFI -
Cl ENT TO PROVI DE 3 OR MORE HOURS OF CARE BY UNLI CENSED NURSI NG
PERSONNEL PER PATI ENT PER DAY IS NOT' SUBJECT TO THE
STAFF- TO PATI ENT RATI O REQUI REMENTS COF SUBSECTI ON ( 2).

(4) —|3)— In admnistering this section, the departnent

shall take into consideration a natural disaster or other

emer gency.
(5) AS USED IN THI'S SECTI ON, "UNLI CENSED NURSI NG PERSONNEL"
MEANS PERSONS WHO PERFORM I N A NURSI NG HOVE ONLY THOSE FUNCTI ONS

FOR WHICH A LI CENSE | S NOT' REQUI RED UNDER THI S ACT.
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