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HOUSE BILL No. 4183

January 30, 1997, Introduced by Reps. Gire, Willard, Wetters, Goschka, Wojno, LaForge,
Brewer, Martinez, Schermesser, Prusi, Dalman, Schauer, DeHart, Leland, Cherry, Ciaramitaro,
Hanley and Callahan and referred to the Committee on House Oversight and Ethics.

A bill to anmend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chigan election |aw,"
by anmending the title (MCL 168.1 to 168.992), the title as
anmended by 1994 PA 441, and by addi ng chapter XXXVII I

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:
TI TLE

An act to reorganize, consolidate, and add to the el ection
|l aws; to provide for election officials and prescribe their
powers and duties; to prescribe the powers and duties of certain
state departnents, state agencies, and state and |ocal officials
and enpl oyees; to provide for the nom nation and el ecti on of can-
di dates for public office; to provide for the resignation,
removal , and recall of certain public officers; to provide for
the filling of vacancies in public office; to provide for and

regul ate primaries and elections; to provide for the purity of
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el ections; to guard agai nst the abuse of the elective franchise;
TO CREATE CERTAIN COW SSIONS; to define violations of this act;
to provide appropriations; to prescribe penalties and provide
remedi es; and to repeal certain acts and all other acts inconsis-
tent with this act.
CHAPTER XXXVI | |

SEC. 1001. TH' S CHAPTER SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE Cl TED AS
THE "M CH GAN FAI R CAMPAI GN PRACTI CES COW SSI ON ACT".

SEC. 1002. AS USED IN THI S CHAPTER:

(A) "CANDI DATE" MEANS A CANDI DATE DEFI NED I N SECTION 3 OF
THE M CH GAN CAMPAI GN FI NANCE ACT, 1976 PA 388, MCL 169. 203.

(B) "COW SSI ON' MEANS THE M CHI GAN FAI R CAMPAI GN PRACTI CES
COW SSI ON CREATED BY SECTI ON 1003.

(© "COW TTEE'" MEANS A COW TTEE ESTABLI SHED UNDER THE
M CH GAN CAMPAI GN FI NANCE ACT, 1976 PA 388, MCL 169.201 TO
169. 282.

(D) "POLITI CAL ADVERTI SEMENT" MEANS A RADI O TELEVI SI ON, OR
PRI NT ADVERTI SEMENT THAT CONTAI NS A PCOLI TI CAL MESSACE.

SEC. 1003. THERE |IS CREATED I N THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE A
Bl PARTI SAN M CH GAN FAI R CAMPAI GN PRACTI CES COW SSI ON THAT CON-
SI STS OF 4 MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, 2 OF WHOM SHALL BE
DEMOCRATS AND 2 OF WHOM SHALL BE REPUBLI CANS. THE GOVERNCOR SHALL
FILL A VACANCY IN THE COW SSI ON I N THE SAME MANNER AS ORI G NAL
APPO NTMENTS. MEMBERS SHALL SERVE 4- YEAR TERMS AND UNTI L THEIR
SUCCESSORS ARE APPO NTED AND QUALI FI ED. MEMBERS COF THE COW S-
SI ON MAY BE REI MBURSED FOR EXPENSES | NCURRED I N THE
ADM NI STRATI ON OF THEI R DUTI ES.
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SEC. 1004. (1) ANNUALLY THE COW SSI ON SHALL ELECT FROM I TS
MEMBERSHI P A CHAI RPERSON AND ALTERNATE CHAI RPERSON WHO SHALL BE
FROM DI FFERENT POLI TI CAL PARTI ES. THE POSI TI ON OF CHAlI RPERSON
SHALL ALTERNATE BETWEEN THE DEMOCRATI C PARTY AND THE REPUBLI CAN
PARTY.

(2) THE BUSI NESS THAT THE COWM SSI ON MAY PERFORM SHALL BE
CONDUCTED AT A PUBLI C MEETI NG OF THE COWMM SSI ON HELD I N COWPLI -
ANCE W TH THE OPEN MEETI NGS ACT, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 TO
15.275. PUBLIC NOTI CE OF THE TI ME, DATE, AND PLACE OF THE MEET-
I NG SHALL BE G VEN I N THE MANNER REQUI RED BY THE OPEN MEETI NGS
ACT, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 TO 15. 275.

(3) THE COMM SSI ON SHALL MEET NOT LESS THAN 3 TI MES PER
YEAR  SPECI AL MEETI NGS SHALL BE HELD AT THE CALL OF THE CHAI R-
PERSON OR A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS CF THE COMM SSION. FOR I TS
OM PROCEDURE, THE COWM SSI ON SHALL ESTABLI SH GUI DELI NES | N THE
MANNER PRESCRI BED | N THE ADM NI STRATI VE PROCEDURES ACT OF 1969,
1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 TO 24.328. A MAJORITY OF THE COW SSI ON
CONSTI TUTES A QUORUM BUT A SMALLER NUMBER NMAY TRANSACT ROUTI NE
BUSI NESS AND RECEI VE REPORTS FROM THE STAFF. A MAJORITY OF THE
MEMBERSHI P SHALL CONCUR I N ANY RECOMVENDATI ON OF THE COWM SSI ON.

(4) THE CHAI RPERSON OF THE COW SSI ON OR A MEMBER DESI GNATED
BY THE CHAI RPERSON, UPON MAJORI TY VOTE OF THE COWM SSI ON, MNAY
ADM NI STER OATHS, SUBPOENA W TNESSES, AND EXAM NE BOOKS AND
RECORDS OF A PERSON, PARTNERSHI P, OR CORPORATI ON | NVOLVED I N A
MATTER PROPERLY BEFORE THE COWM SSI ON.

(5) A VWRI TI NG PREPARED, OMNED, USED, I N THE POSSESSI ON CF,
OR RETAI NED BY THE COW SSI ON | N THE PERFORVANCE OF AN OFFI ClI AL
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FUNCTI ON SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE PUBLI C I N COMPLI ANCE W TH
THE FREEDOM OF | NFORMATI ON ACT, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 TO
15. 246.

SEC. 1005. THE COWM SSI ON SHALL DO ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) DEVELOP AND | MPLEMENT A VOLUNTARY RATI NG SYSTEM FOR
POLI TI CAL ADVERTI SEMENTS. THE VOLUNTARY RATI NG SYSTEM SHALL
FOCUS ON THE ACCURACY OF POLI TI CAL ADVERTI SEMENTS.

(B) ASSI GN AN APPROVED OR DI SAPPROVED RATI NG TO A PQOLI TI CAL
ADVERTI SEMENT SUBM TTED TO THE COWM SSI ON BY A CANDI DATE OR
COW TTEE.

(©) RECEI VE AND HEAR COVPLAI NTS FROV CANDI DATES OR COW T-
TEES ARI SI NG OQUT OF THE PUBLI CATI ON, DI STRI BUTI ON, OR DI SSEM NA-
TI ON OF UNRATED POLI TI CAL ADVERTI SEMENTS.

(D) PREPARE A REPORT OF THE COMPLAI NT AND HEARI NG DESCRI BED
IN SUBDIVISION (C) IN A TIMELY FASH ON, BUT NOT LATER THAN 30
DAYS AFTER RECEI PT OF THE COMPLAI NT.

(E) DI STRIBUTE THE REPORT PREPARED UNDER SUBDI VI SION (D) TO
THE APPROPRI ATE COW TTEES AND THE PUBLI C BEFORE THE ELECTION, |F
APPLI CABLE.
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