© 00 N o 0o A~ W DN P

R
= O

HOUSE BILL No. 4377

February 25, 1997, Introduced by Reps. Cropsey, McBryde, Kaza, Brewer, Jelinek,
Tesanovich, Martinez, Brater, Emerson, Raczkowski, Wetters, Green, Geiger, Goschka, Gire,
Walberg and Llewellyn and referred to the Committee on Education.

A bill to anmend 1976 PA 451, entitled

"The revised school code,"
(MCL 380.1 to 380.1852) by adding section 1704.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

SEC. 1704. (1) FOR VI SUALLY | MPAI RED PUPI LS, STATE BOARD
RULES PROMULGATED UNDER THI S ARTI CLE SHALL PROVI DE FOR AT LEAST
ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) A REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTI ON THAT PROFI Cl ENCY | N BRAI LLE
READI NG AND WRI TI NG | S ESSENTI AL FOR SATI SFACTORY EDUCATI ONAL
PROGRESS FOR A VI SUALLY | MPAI RED PUPI L WHO I S NOT ABLE TO COVWMUJ-
Nl CATE I N PRINT WTH THE SAME LEVEL OF PROFI Cl ENCY AS A PUPI L OF
OTHERW SE COMPARABLE ABI LI TY AT THE SAVME GRADE LEVEL. A PUPIL
FOR WHOM BRAI LLE SERVI CES ARE APPROPRI ATE, AS DEFINED IN THI S
SUBSECTI ON, SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO | NSTRUCTI ON I N BRAI LLE READI NG
AND WRI TI NG THAT |'S SUFFI Cl ENT TO ENABLE THE PUPI L TO COVMUNI CATE
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WTH THE SAME LEVEL OF PRCFI Cl ENCY AS A PUPI L OF OTHERW SE
COMPARABLE ABI LI TY AT THE SAME GRADE LEVEL.

(B) INSTRUCTI ON I N BRAI LLE READI NG AND VWRI TI NG MAY BE USED
I N COVBI NATI ON W TH OTHER SPECI AL EDUCATI ON SERVI CES APPROPRI ATE
TO THE PUPI L' S EDUCATI ONAL NEEDS.

(© THE ANNUAL REVI EW CF THE PUPIL'S | NDI VI DUALI ZED EDUCA-
TI ON PROGRAM SHALL | NCLUDE DI SCUSSI ON OF | NSTRUCTI ON | N BRAI LLE
READI NG AND VRl TI NG AND A WRI TTEN EXPLANATI ON OF THE REASONS VWHY
THE PUPIL IS USING A G VEN READI NG AND WRI TI NG MEDI UM OR MEDI A.
| F THE REASONS HAVE NOT CHANGED SI NCE THE PREVI QUS YEAR, THE
WRI TTEN EXPLANATI ON FOR THE CURRENT YEAR MAY REFER TO THE FULLER
EXPLANATI ON FROM THE PREVI QUS YEAR

(D IF THE PUPIL'S PRI MARY LEARNI NG MEDI UM | S EXPECTED TO
CHANGE, THE PUPI L SHALL BEG N | NSTRUCTI ON I N THE NEW MEDI UM
BEFORE I T IS THE ONLY MEDI UM THE PUPI L CAN EFFECTI VELY USE.

(E) A PUPIL WHO RECEI VES | NSTRUCTI ON I N BRAI LLE READI NG AND
VWRI TI NG UNDER THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE TAUGHT BY A TEACHER VWHO HAS
DEMONSTRATED COMPETENCY | N READI NG AND WRI TI NG BRAI LLE ACCORDI NG
TO STANDARDS ESTABLI SHED BY THE STATE BOARD AND CONSI STENT W TH
THE STANDARDS ADOPTED BY THE NATI ONAL LI BRARY SERVI CE FOR THE
BLI ND AND PHYSI CALLY HANDI CAPPED OF THE UNI TED STATES LI BRARY OF
CONGRESS.

(2) THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON SHALL PREPARE AND DI STRI BUTE
TO LOCAL AND | NTERMEDI ATE SCHOOL DI STRI CTS | NFORVATI ON DESCRI Bl NG
THE BENEFI TS OF | NSTRUCTI ON I N BRAI LLE READI NG AND WRI TI NG. A
LOCAL OR | NTERMEDI ATE SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL PROVI DE THI S
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| NFORMATI ON TO A PERSON ASSI STI NG | N THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN
| NDI VI DUALI ZED EDUCATI ON PROGRAM OF A VI SUALLY | MPAI RED PUPI L.

(3) A LOCAL OR | NTERMEDI ATE SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL USE FOR
PUPI L | NSTRUCTI ON TEXTBOOKS THAT ARE AVAI LABLE I N BRAILLE OR IN A
MACHI NE- READABLE VERSI ON | N THE BEST AVAI LABLE FORMAT FOR ELEC
TRONI C BRAI LLE TRANSLATI ON.

(4) AS USED IN THI S SECTI ON, "VI SUALLY | MPAI RED PUPI L" MEANS
A PUPIL WHO | S DETERM NED TO BE VI SUALLY | MPAI RED UNDER STATE
BOARD RULES, AND | NCLUDES A PUPI L WHO RETAI NS SOVE SI GHT BUT WHO
HAS A MEDI CALLY DI AGNOCSED EXPECTATI ON THAT VI SUAL DETERI ORATI ON
WLL OCCUR | N PREADOLESCENCE, ADOLESCENCE, OR ADULTHOOD TO THE
EXTENT THAT THE PUPI L WLL BECOVE VI SUALLY | MPAI RED AS DETERM NED
UNDER STATE BOARD RULES.

(5) THI'S SECTI ON SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE CI TED AS THE
“BLI ND CHI LDREN S LI TERACY RI GHTS ACT".

00243' 97 Fi nal page. TAV



