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HOUSE BILL No. 4391

February 27, 1997, Introduced by Reps. Law, Olshove, Leland, Gernaat, Green, Curtis,
Middleton and Galloway and referred to the Committee on Transportation.

A bill to anmend 1949 PA 300, entitled
"M chi gan vehicl e code,"
by anendi ng sections 686, 688, 699, 707, and 710c (MCL 257. 686,
257.688, 257.699, 257.707, and 257.710c), sections 686 and 688 as
amended by 1990 PA 98 and section 710c as anended by 1991 PA 129,
and by addi ng sections 33c and 603a.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

SEC. 33C. AS USED IN THI S ACT, "NEI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C
VEH CLE" MEANS A 4-VWHEELED MOTOR VEHI CLE POWNERED BY ELECTRICI TY
AND DESI GNED TO CARRY NOT MORE THAN 4 PERSONS AT A SPEED OF NOT
GREATER THAN 25 M LES PER HOUR AND HAVI NG AN UNLOADED WEI GHT OF
NOTI' MORE THAN 1, 800 POUNDS

SEC. 603A. (1) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (2), A
PERSON SHALL NOT OPERATE A NEI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEHI CLE ON A
H GHVWAY OF THI S STATE.
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(2) A POLITICAL SUBDI VI SION OF THI S STATE MAY BY ORDI NANCE
AUTHORI ZE AN EMPLOYEE OF THE POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON TO OPERATE A
NEI GHBORHOCD ELECTRI C VEHI CLE ON A H GMAY W THI N THE POLI TI CAL
SUBDI VI SI ON' S BOUNDARI ES | F THE NEI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEHI CLE
COWPLI ES WTH ALL OF THE EQU PMENT REQUI REMENTS OF THI S ACT. A
NEI GHBORHOCD ELECTRI C VEHI CLE MAY BE OPERATED ONLY ON A HI GHWAY
WTH A SPEED LIMT OF NOT MORE THAN 45 M LES PER HOUR

(3) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL | SSUE A CERTI FI CATE OF

TI TLE AND REG STRATI ON FOR A NEI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEHI CLE | F THE

NElI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEHI CLE IS TO BE OPERATED ON A H GHWVWAY
WTH N A POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON

Sec. 686. (1) A notor vehicle, trailer, semtrailer, pole
trailer, or vehicle which is being drawn in a train of vehicles
shal | be equipped with at least 1 rear |lanp nounted on the rear,
whi ch, when lighted as required by this act, shall emt a red
light plainly visible froma distance of 500 feet to the rear.

(2) Either a tail lanp or a separate |lanp shall be con-
structed and placed so as to illumnate with a white light the

rear registration plate and render it clearly legible froma dis-

tance of 50 feet to the rear. A tail lanp or tail |anps,
together with any separate lanp for illumnating the rear regis-
tration plate, shall be wired so as to be |ighted whenever the

head | anps or auxiliary driving lanps are lighted. TH S SUBSEC-
TI ON DOES NOT APPLY TO A NEI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEHI CLE

(3) A nmotor vehicle licensed as an historic vehicle is
exenpt fromthe requirenents of this section if the vehicle as

originally equipped failed to neet these requirenents.
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(4) When operated or noved on a highway at the tines
specified in section 684, an inplenent of husbandry shall neet
either of the follow ng requirenents:

(a) Display lighted rear | anps which neet the requirenents
of subsection (1).

(b) Be acconpani ed by a vehicle which follows behind the
i npl enment of husbandry at a distance of not nore than 50 feet,
illumnates the inplenment of husbandry wth the vehicle's head-
lights, and displays on the rear of the vehicle lighted rear
| anps as required by this section.

(5) A pickup canper shall be attached to the notor vehicle
in a manner so that the registration plate of the notor vehicle
is clearly visible.

Sec. 688. In addition to other equipnment required in this
chapter, the follow ng vehicles shall be equipped as provided in
this section under the conditions stated in section 687:

(a) On every bus or truck, whatever its size, there shall be
the fol |l ow ng:

On the rear, 2 red reflectors, 1 on each side, and 1 red or
anber stop light.

(b) On every bus or truck 80 inches or nore in overal
width, in addition to the requirenents in paragraph (a):

On the front, 2 clearance |lanps, 1 at each side.

On the rear, 2 clearance |anps, 1 at each side.

On each side, 2 side marker lanps, 1 at or near the front

and 1 at or near the rear.

01757' 97



© 00 N o 0o b~ W N P

NN N NDNNNDNRRRRRR R R R R
N o o b~ NP O O 0N oA WDN PP O

4

On each side, 2 reflectors, 1 at or near the front and 1 at
or near the rear.

Three identification | anps, nounted on the vertical center-
line of the vehicle or the vertical centerline of the cab where
different fromthe centerline of the vehicle, except that, where
the cab is not nore than 42 inches wde at the front roofline, a
single lanp at the center of the cab shall be considered to
conply with the requirenents for identification |anps. The iden-
tification lanps or their nounts shall not extend bel ow the top
of the vehicle w ndshield.

(c) On every truck tractor:

On the front, 2 clearance |lanps, 1 at each side.

On the rear, 1 stop light.

(d) On every trailer, pickup canper, or semtrailer having a
gross weight in excess of 3,000 pounds:

On the front, 2 clearance |lanps, 1 at each side.

On each side, 2 side marker lanps, 1 at or near the front
and 1 at or near the rear.

On each side, 2 reflectors, 1 at or near the front and 1 at
or near the rear.

On the rear, 2 clearance lanps, 1 at each side, also 2
reflectors, 1 at each side, and 1 stop |light.

(e) On every poletrailer:

On each side, 1 side marker lanp and 1 clearance | anp which
may be in conbination, to showto the front, side, or rear.

On the rear of the poletrailer or load, 2 reflectors, 1 on

each si de.
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(f) On every trailer, pickup canper, or semtrailer weighing
3, 000 pounds gross or |ess:

On the rear, 2 reflectors, 1 on each side if any trailer or
semtrailer is so |oaded or is of such dinensions as to obscure
the stop light on the towi ng vehicle, then such vehicle shal
al so be equipped with 1 stop |ight.

(g) —When— EXCEPT FOR A NEI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEH CLE, WHEN
operated on the highway, every vehicle which has a maxi nrum pot en-
tial speed of 25 mles an hour, inplenment of husbandry, farm
tractor, or special nobile equipnent shall be identified with a
reflective device as foll ows:

An equilateral triangle in shape, at |east 16 inches w de at

the base and at |l east 14 inches in height: wth a dark red

border, at least 1-3/4 inches wide of highly reflective beaded
mat eri al ;

A center triangle, at |least 12-1/4 inches on each side of
yel | ow- orange fl uorescent materi al

The device shall be nmounted on the rear of the vehicle,
broad base down, not less than 3 feet nor nore than 5 feet above
the ground and as near the center of the vehicle as possible.
The use of this reflective device is restricted to use on sl ow
nmovi ng vehicles specified in this section, and use of such
reflective device on any other type of vehicle or stationary
obj ect on the highway is prohibited.

On the rear, at each side, red reflectors or reflectorized
material visible fromall distances within 500 to 50 feet to the

rear when directly in front of |awful upper beans of headl anps.
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Sec. 699. Except as —heretrnafter— OTHERW SE provided IN
TH S SECTI O\, —thehead—tarps— HEADLAMPS, or —the— auxiliary
driving | anps, or conbi nations —thereef— OF HEADLAMPS AND AUXI L-
| ARY DRI VI NG LAMPS, on notor vehicles shall be so arranged that
sel ection may be made between distributions of [ight projected to
different elevations, subject to the follow ng requirenents and
[imtations:

(a) —Head—t+arps— HEADLAMPS shall in all cases emt a white
l[ight. Auxiliary lanps may emt either a white or anber |ight.

(b) There shall be an uppernost distribution of Iight, or
conposite beam so ained and of an intensity as to reveal persons
and vehicles at a distance of at |east 350 feet ahead for al
condi tions of | oading.

(c) There shall be a | owernost distribution of light, or
conposite beam so ained and of sufficient intensity to revea
persons and vehicles at a distance of at |east 100 feet ahead;
and under any condition of |oading none of the high intensity
portion of the beamshall be directed to strike the eyes of an
approaching driver.

(d) Every new notor vehicle except notorcycles and nopeds
registered in this state which has nultiple beamroad |ighting
equi pnent shall be equi pped with a beamindicator, which shall be
i ghted when the uppernost distribution of light fromthe —head
Farps— HEADLAMPS is in use and shall not otherw se be |ighted.
The indicator shall be so designed and | ocated that when |ighted
it will be readily visible without glare to the driver of the

vehi cl e so equi pped.

01757' 97



© 00 N o 0o b~ W N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

7

(E) HEADLAMPS ON NEI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C VEHI CLES MAY, BUT ARE
NOT REQUI RED, TO COVPLY W TH SuBDI VI SI ON ( B)

Sec. 707. (1) A notor vehicle, including a notorcycle or
moped, shall at all tines be equipped with a muffler in good
wor ki ng order and in constant operation to prevent excessive or
unusual noi se and annoyi ng snoke. A person shall not renove,
destroy, or damage any of the baffles contained in the nuffler,
nor shall a person use a nuffler cutout, bypass, or simlar
devi ce upon a notorcycle or noped on a highway or street.

(2) The engi ne and power nechani sm of a notor vehicle shal
be so equi pped and adjusted as to prevent the escape of excessive

funmes or snoke.

(3) A nmotor vehicle shall at all tinmes be equipped with a
properly operating exhaust system which shall include a tail pipe
and resonator on a vehicle where the original design included a

tail pi pe and resonator.

(4) THI S SECTI ON DOES NOT APPLY TO A NEI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C
VEHI CLE

Sec. 710c. (1) A person shall not operate a notor vehicle
on a public highway or street of this state unless the vehicle is
equi pped with a bunper or other energy absorption systemw th an
anal ogous function which bunper or systemis securely bolted or
permanent|ly attached on both the front and rear of the vehicle.
The bunper or energy absorption systemshall be maintained in
good operational condition, except as provided in
subsection (5). Notw thstandi ng subsection (6), a person shal

not drive a vehicle having a raised or lifted body hei ght unless
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8
the vehicle is equi pped with bunpers that conply with this
subsection and subsection (2).
(2) A person shall not operate a notor vehicle of a type

defined in subsection (8) that exceeds either of the foll ow ng

[imts:
Vehicl e Type Frane Hei ght Bunper Hei ght
Passenger vehicle......... 12 inches 22 inches

O her notor vehicle:
Less than 4,501 pounds

GWR ... .. 24 inches 26 inches
4,501 to 7,500 pounds GWR 24 inches 28 i nches
7,501 to 10, 000 pounds )

GWR ... 26 i nches 30 inches

(3) If the GWR cannot be determ ned on a notor vehicle
ot her than a passenger vehicle, the limtations for a notor vehi -
cle having less than 4,501 pounds GYWR shall apply.

(4) Notwi thstandi ng subsection (2), a person shall not oper-
ate a notor vehicle having lift blocks between the front axle and
springs, or with lift blocks that exceed 4 inches in height
between the rear axle and springs in addition to those provided
by the original manufacturer. Any body lift block shall be of
singl e piece construction and shall not use nore than a 3-inch
spacer. Any suspension lift block shall use an alignnent pin
bet ween the axle and the spring, and shall be of single piece
construction. Spring shackle replacenents shall not exceed the
ori gi nal equi pnent manufacture I ength by nore than 2 inches, and
coil spring spacers are prohibited. All steering conponents
shall be geonetrically arranged to function as original equipnent
manuf acture. Welded pitman arns, drag links, and tie rods are

prohibited. Al parts used to nodify the original suspension or
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hei ght of a notor vehicle shall be factory manufactured and shal
nmeet or exceed the original manufacturer's specifications.

(5) A person shall not nodify a vehicle to be in violation
of this section, alter or add to an original frame resulting in
an increase in height of the vehicle, or cause the vehicle body
or chassis to cone in contact with the ground, expose the fue
tank to damage fromcollision, or cause the wheels to cone in
contact with the body. No part of the suspension on a vehicle
shal | extend bel ow the | owest portion of a wheel rimon the
vehicle. A part of the original suspension systemshall not be
di sconnected or nodified to defeat the safe operation of the sus-
pension system This section does not prohibit the installation
of heavy duty equi pnent including bunpers, shock absorbers, and
overload springs within the [imtations of this section, or the
removal of a bunper when necessary to install a snowplow, [lift
ranp, or simlar device while the device is in place and
oper ati onal .

(6) This section shall not be construed to establish stan-
dards stricter than those formulated by the United States depart-
ment of transportation for bunpers on a passenger notor vehicle
sold within the United States.

(7) This section does not apply to a vehicle having a
manuf acturer's design which intrinsically precludes confornmance
wth this section, a vehicle wwith a GWR of 10,001 pounds or
nore, a vehicle designed to carry 16 or nore passengers including
the driver, inplenents of husbandry, or a road tractor, truck or

truck tractor owned by a wood harvester or contractor and used
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10
exclusively in connection with wood harvesting and | oggi ng
operations, or a vehicle which has an unaltered bunper or suspen-
sion system as supplied by the manufacturer. The operator of a
vehicle cited for a violation of this section may assert as an
affirmati ve defense that the vehicle in question, at the tinme of
the violation, net original manufacturer's specifications for
equi pnment which affected its bunper or frame height. The opera-
tor shall establish by a preponderance of this evidence the
affirmati ve defense asserted pursuant to this subsection.

(8) THI S SECTI ON DOES NOT APPLY TO A NEI GHBORHOOD ELECTRI C
VEHI CLE.

(9) —8)— As used in this section:

(a) "Bunper height" neans the vertical distance between the
ground and the highest point of the bottom of the bunper, as nea-
sured to a |l evel surface when the vehicle is unladen with the
vehicle tires inflated to the manufacturer's recomended
pressure. |If the bottom of the bunper cannot be determ ned due
to vehicle design, the neasurenent shall be made fromthe | owest
poi nt on the rearnost portion of the rear horizontal bunper bar,
or the vertical distance between the | owest point on the forward-
nost portion of the front horizontal bunper bar, as neasured to a
| evel surface when the vehicle is unladen with the vehicle tires
inflated to the manufacturer's recomended pressure.

(b) "Franme" neans the main | ongitudinal structural nenbers
of the chassis of the vehicle as equipped fromthe factory or,
for a vehicle with unitized body construction, the | owest nmain

| ongi tudi nal structural nmenbers of the body of the vehicle.
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(c) "Frame height" neans the vertical distance between the
ground and the | owest point on the franme, nmeasured when the vehi -
cle is unladen on a level surface at the | owest point on the
frame m dway between the front axle and the second axle on the
vehicle with the vehicle tires inflated to the manufacturer's
recomended pressure.

(d) "GWR' neans the original manufacturer's gross vehicle
wei ght rating as defined in section 18b.

(e) "Ml tipurpose passenger notor vehicle" neans a notor
vehicle, other than a truck or passenger vehicle, designed to
carry 10 passengers or |ess and constructed either on a truck
chassis or with special features for occasional off-road
oper ati on.

(f) "Oher notor vehicle" nmeans any truck, nultipurpose pas-
senger notor vehicle, or other notor vehicle having a GWR of
10, 000 pounds or less, not including a passenger vehicle or
not or cycl e.

(g) "Passenger vehicle" nmeans a notor vehicle with notive
power designed to carry 10 passengers or less, or a van having a
GWR of 5,000 pounds or less, but not including a multipurpose
passenger notor vehicle, notorcycle, or truck
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