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HOUSE BILL No. 4448

March 5, 1997, Introduced by Reps. Dobronski, Hanley, Willard, Freeman, Wallace, Thomas,
Harder, Baird, Kaza, Baade, Cdlahan, Hammerstrom, Dobb, Parks, Hale, Martinez, Cherry, DeHart,
Bogardus, Griffin, Gire, Tesanovich, Schermesser, Dalman, Raczkowski, Schauer, Gubow, Scott,
Brater, Wetters and McBryde and referred to the Committee on Local Government.

A bill to anmend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chigan election |aw,"
by anendi ng sections 758, 759, and 759b (MCL 168. 758, 168. 759,
168. 759b), section 758 as anended by 1996 PA 207 and section 759
as anended by 1995 PA 261.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 758. —(bH—For—thepurposes—of—this—aect—absent—voter™

00580' 97 KKR



© 00 N o 0o A~ W DN P

NN N NDNNDNDNRRRRR R R R R R
N o o b~ NP O O 0N oA WDN PP O

£y € ey ¥ et o] e
 ed i iaid L . Lol

(1) —2—Subseett+on—{1)—doesnot—appty—to— AS USED IN TH' S
ACT, "ABSENT VOTER' MEANS A QUALI FI ED AND REG STERED ELECTOR WHO

W SHES TO VOTE W THOUT ATTENDI NG THE POLLS ON THE DAY OF AN
ELECTI ON. ABSENT VOTER DOES NOT | NCLUDE a person who has noved
outside of this state, regardless of length of his or her resi-
dence outside of this state, and who no | onger maintains an
actual residence in this state. The storage of personal effects
or househol d goods, the ownership of property that is rented or

| eased to others, or occasional brief visits to a fornmer domcile
inthis state while residing outside of this state for nost of

t he year does not constitute a residence for voting purposes in
this state, except for each of the follow ng:

(a) A person described in section 1 of article Il of the
state constitution of 1963 and statutes enacted under that
section.

(b) A person described in section 759a.

Sec. 759. (1) At any tinme during the 75 days before a

primary or special primary, but not later than 2 p.m of the
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Saturday i medi ately before the primary or special primry, an
el ector who qualifies to vote as an absent voter, as defined in
section 758, may apply for an absent voter ballot. The elector
shal|l apply in person or by mail with the clerk of the township,
city, or village in which the elector is registered. An applica-
tion received before a primary or special primary may be for
either that primary only, or for that primary and the el ection
that foll ows.

(2) Except as otherw se provided in subsection (1), at any
time during the 75 days before an election, but not |ater than 2
p.m of the Saturday before the election, an el ector who quali -
fies to vote as an absent voter, as defined in section 758, may
apply for an absent voter ballot. The elector shall apply in
person or by mail with the clerk of the township, city, or vil-
| age in which the voter is registered.

(3) An application for an absent voter ballot under this
section may be made in any of the foll ow ng ways:

(a) By a witten request signed by the —voter—stating—the
statutory—grounds—for—aking—the—apptHtecation— ELECTOR

(b) On an absent voter ballot application form provided for
t hat purpose by the clerk of the city, township, or village.

(c) On a federal postcard application.

(4) An applicant for an absent voter ballot shall sign the
application. A clerk or assistant clerk shall not deliver an
absent voter ballot to an applicant who does not sign the
application. A person other than the applicant; a nenber of the

applicant's imedi ate famly; a person residing in the
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applicant's househol d; a person whose job normally includes the
handling of mail, but only during the course of his or her
enpl oynent; a registered elector requested by the applicant; or a
clerk, assistant of the clerk, or other authorized election offi-
cial shall not be in possession of a signed absent voter ball ot
application. A registered elector who is requested by the appli-
cant to return his or her absent voter ballot application shal
sign the certificate on the absent voter ballot application.

(5) The clerk of the city, township, or village shall have

absent voter ballot application forns available in the office of
the clerk at all tinmes and shall furnish an absent voter ball ot
application formto anyone upon a verbal or witten request. The
absent voter ballot application shall be in substantially the

followng form

"Application for absent voter ballot for:
[l The primary or special primary election to be held
on ..... , 19...
[] The election to be held on ..... , 19...
(Check applicable election or el ections)
I, , a qualified and registered el ector of
the ..... precinct of the township of .......... or village
of .......... or of the .......... ward of the city
of .......... , in the county of .......... and state of
M chi gan, apply for an official ballot, or ballots, to be voted

by me at the election or elections as requested in this

appl i cation.
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1 —Tthe—statutory—grounds—oen—which—+—basemyrreguest—are-

2 H—+——expeect—tobe—-absent—Fromthe—ecomuntyt+n—whiech—+—am

3 registered+for—the—entiretinre—thepoHs—areopen—on—etection

4 day-—

5 H—+—amphysieatty—unabteto—-attend—thepotHs—wthout—the

6 asststance—of—another—

7 H—+——cannot—attend—thepoHsbecause—of thetenets—of—+ny

8 reHgton—

9 H—+have—been—appoirnted—an—eteectionpreetnet—+nspector—+n—=a
10 preetrnet—other—than—theprecinret—where+—restde

11 H—+—am66—years—of—age—or—otder—

12 H—+——ecannot—attentd—thepoHs—becauset+—amconttned—+tojatt+
13 awatt+ng—ar+arghrent—or—tr+at—

14 tEheck—apptteabte—+eason)—

15 Send absent voter ballot to ne at:

16

17 (Street No. or RR)

18

19 (Post Ofice) (State)

20 My registered addreSsS. . ... . i
21 (Street No. or RR)

22
23 (Post Ofice) (State)

24 DAt €. . .
25 | declare that the statenents in this absent voter ball ot

26 application are true.

2T e
28 (Si gnat ure)

29 VWARNI NG
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A person making a false statenent in this absent voter
bal | ot application is guilty of a m sdeneanor. It is a violation
of Mchigan election |aw for a person other than those listed in
the instructions to return, offer to return, agree to return, or
solicit to return your absent voter ballot application to the
clerk. An assistant authorized by the clerk who receives absent
voter ballot applications at a |location other than the office of
the clerk nmust have credentials signed by the clerk. Ask to see
his or her credentials before entrusting your application with a
person claimng to have the clerk's authorization to return your
appl i cation.

Certificate of Authorized Registered
El ect or Returning Absent Voter
Bal | ot Application

| certify that ny name is .................... , ny address
IS , and ny date of birthis ............ ;
that | amdelivering the absent voter ballot application of
.................... at his or her request; that | did not
solicit or request to return the application; that | have not
made any markings on the application; that | have not altered the
application in any way; that | have not influenced the applicant;
and that | amaware that a false statenent in this certificate is

a violation of Mchigan election |aw

~ (Date) (Signature)™
(6) The following instructions for an applicant for an
absent voter ballot shall be included with each application

furni shed an applicant:
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| NSTRUCTI ONS FOR APPLI CANTS FOR ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS
Step 1. After conpletely filling out the application, sign

and date the application in the place designated. Your signature
must appear on the application or you will not receive an absent
voter ballot.

Step 2. Deliver the application by 1 of the foll ow ng
met hods:

(a) Place the application in an envel ope addressed to the
appropriate clerk and place the necessary postage upon the return
envel ope and deposit it in the United States mail or w th anot her
public postal service, express mail service, parcel post service,
or common carrier.

(b) Deliver the application personally to the office of the
clerk, to the clerk, or to an authorized assistant of the clerk.

(c) In either (a) or (b), a nenber of the imediate famly
of the voter including a father-in-Ilaw, nother-in-I|aw,
brother-in-law, sister-in-law, son-in-|law, daughter-in-I|aw,
grandparent, or grandchild or a person residing in the voter's
household may mail or deliver the application to the clerk for
t he applicant.

(d) I'n the event an applicant cannot return the application
in any of the above nethods, the applicant nay sel ect any regis-
tered elector to return the application. The person returning
the application nmust sign and return the certificate at the
bottom of the application.

(7) A person who prints and distributes absent voter ball ot

applications shall print on the application the warning,
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8
certificate of authorized registered el ector returning absent
voter ballot application, and instructions required by this
section.

(8) A person who nakes a fal se statenent in an absent voter
bal | ot application is guilty of a m sdeneanor. A person who
forges a signature on an absent voter ballot application is
guilty of a felony. A person who is not authorized in this act
and who both distributes absent voter ballot applications to
absent voters and returns those absent voter ballot applications
to a clerk or assistant of the clerk is guilty of a m sdeneanor.

Sec. 759b. (1) —Anry— A registered elector may apply for AN
absent voter —battots— BALLOT at any tinme —prter—to6— BEFORE 4

p.m on election day if —he—shaH—havebecore—physieattydi-sablted
of—shat—be—absent—f+romthe—cttyortownshipbecause—of—stekness

or—death—n—the—famty—whieh— AN EVENT has occurred at a tine
—whi-eh—has— THAT nmade it inpossible to apply for absent voter

ballots by the statutory deadline. The application shall be
cal l ed an enmergency absent voter BALLOT application.

(2) Energency absent voter BALLOT applications may be made
by letter or on a formprovided by the clerk. The application
shall set forth that the voter is qualified to vote in the el ec-
ti on ——stat+ng—the—statutoryreason—tor—apphbyingfor—an—enrer—
geney—absent—voter—battoet— and that —the—reason—for—apptying
after—the—statutery—deadt+ne— AN EVENT occurred at such a tine to

make it inpossible to file an application for AN absent voter
—battoets— BALLOT by the statutory deadline.
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(3) —Anry— A person intentionally making a false statenent in
—steh— AN EMERGENCY ABSENT VOTER BALLOT application is guilty of
a felony. —Any— A person aiding or abetting —afy— ANOTHER person
to make a fal se statenent —en——sueh— | N AN EMERGENCY ABSENT VOTER
BALLOT application is guilty of a felony.

(4) Upon receipt by the clerk of a valid application for an
ener gency absent voter ballot, the clerk may deliver the ABSENT
VOTER bal lots to the applicant in person, through a deputy or an
el ection assistant, or —he—raydetHtver—them at his OR HER office
to a person naned by the applicant in the EMERGENCY ABSENT VOTER
BALLOT application. The ABSENT voter —fay— SHALL return the bal -
lots to the clerk in the seal ed envel ope provi ded —therefor— FOR
THAT REASON. THE ABSENT VOTER MAY RETURN THE ABSENT VOTER BAL-
LOTS TO THE CLERK in any manner. —-he—sees—FHt—Fo— HONEVER, TO
be valid, THE ABSENT VOTER bal | ots —st— SHALL be returned to
the clerk intime to be delivered to the polls —pr+er—toe— BEFORE
8 p.m on election day.
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