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HOUSE BILL No. 4986

June 26, 1997, Introduced by Reps. Scott, Freeman, LaForge, Vaughn, Baird, Martinez,
DeHart, Schermesser, Hale, Thomas, Kilpatrick, Schauer, Griffin, Brewer, Wojno, Callahan,
Dobronski, Harder, Curtis, Bogardus, Wallace, Gubow, Kelly, Voorhees, Quarles, Leland, Parks,
Mans, Varga, Brater, Wetters, Birkholz, Godchaux, Stallworth, Richner, Hood, Jaye, Schroer,
Price and Hanley and referred to the Committee on Human Services and Children.

A bill to amend 1939 PA 280, entitled
"The social welfare act,"
by anendi ng sections 57, 57d, 57e, and 57f (MCL 400.57, 400.57d,
400. 57e, and 400.57f), as added by 1995 PA 223.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 57. (1) As used in this section and sections 57a to
579:

(a) "Adult-supervised househol d" neans either of the
fol | ow ng:

(1) The place of residence of a parent, stepparent, or |egal
guardi an of a m nor parent.

(1) Aliving arrangenent not described in subparagraph (1)
that the famly independence agency approves as a famly setting
that provides care and control of a mnor parent and his or her
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child and supportive services including, but not [imted to,
counsel i ng, gui dance, or supervision.

(b) "Caretaker" neans an individual who is acting as parent
for a child in the absence or because of the disability of the
child s parent or stepparent and who is the child' s |egal guardi-
an, grandparent, great grandparent, great-great grandparent, sib-
ling, stepsibling, aunt, great aunt, great-great aunt, uncle,
great uncle, great-great uncle, nephew, niece, first cousin, or
first cousin once-renoved, a spouse of any person |isted above, a
parent of the putative father, or an unrelated individual aged 21
or ol der whose appointnment as |egal guardian of the child is
pendi ng.

(c) "Child" neans an individual who is not emanci pated under
—Act—No—293—of —thePubleActs—of 1968, —being—seect+ons—+221++to
F22-6—of—theM-echi-gan—Conpited—tawns— 1968 PA 293, MCL 722.1 TO
722.6, who lives wwth a parent or caretaker, and who is either of
the foll ow ng:

(1) Under the age of 18.

(11) Age 18 or 19, a full-time high school student, and rea-
sonably expected to graduate from high school before the age of
20.

(d) "Fam|ly" neans 1 or nore of the foll ow ng:

(1) A household consisting of a child and either of the
fol | ow ng:

(A) A parent or stepparent of the child.

(B) A caretaker of the child.
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(11) A pregnant wonman.

(11m) A parent of a child in foster care.

(E) "COVMUNI TY SERVI CE ACTI VI TI ES" MEANS THOSE ACTI VI TI ES
REQUI RED TO BE PERFORVED BY A RECI PI ENT TO FULFILL A SOCI AL CON-
TRACT, VH CH MAY | NCLUDE THOSE ACTI VI TI ES DESCRI BED | N AN OPER-
ATI ONAL PLAN OF A COVMUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCY OR OTHER APPROVED
ENTI TY UNDER THE COWMUNI TY CONSERVATI ON CORPS ACT.

(F) fe)y— "Fam |y independence assi stance" neans financi al

assistance provided to a fam |y under the famly independence

pr ogr am
(G —|H)— "Famly independence assi stance group" neans all
t hose nmenbers of a program group who receive famly i ndependence

assi st ance.

(H —€e)— "Famly independence progrant neans the program of
financi al assistance established under section 57a.

(1) — "Mnor parent” neans an individual under the age
of 18 who is not emanci pat ed under —Act—No—293—6f—thePubtie
Aets—of—1968— 1968 PA 293, MCL 722.1 TO 722.6, and who is either
t he bi ol ogical parent of a child living in the same household or
a pregnant wonan.

(J) —H)— "Paynent standard" neans the standard upon which
fam |y i ndependence program benefits are based if the famly
I ndependence assi stance group has no net incone.

(K —4)— "Program group” neans a famly and all those indi-
viduals living with a famly whose i ncone and assets are consi d-
ered for purposes of determning financial eligibility for famly

i ndependence assi st ance.
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() (H)— "Recipient" neans an individual receiving famly
i ndependence assi st ance.

(M —|BH— "Social contract” neans a docunent described in
section 57e that is executed by a famly in return for the
recei pt of famly independence assi stance.

(N) —m— "Substance abuse" neans that termas defined in
section 6107 of the public health code, —Act—No—368—70f—+the

i : e . . . oy ki
Conpted—taws— 1978 PA 368, MCL 333. 6107.

(O —n)— "Substance abuse treatnent" nmeans outpatient or
i npatient services or participation in alcoholics anonynous or a
simlar program

(P) fe)y— "Work first" neans the program of enploynent and
training adm nistered by the M chigan jobs conmm ssion for appli-
cants and recipients of famly independence assi stance.

(2) Areference in this act to "aid to dependent chil dren”
or "aid to famlies wth dependent children" neans "famly inde-
pendence assi stance".

Sec. 57d. (1) The M chigan jobs comm ssion and the famly
i ndependence agency shall conduct joint orientation sessions for
fam |y i ndependence assistance applicants —no—+tess—freguentty
than—weekly— AT LEAST ONCE PER WEEK. After the famly indepen-
dence agency nekes an initial determnation that an adult or a
child aged 16 or ol der who is not attending el enentary or second-
ary school full-time —meght— MAY be eligible for famly indepen-
dence assi stance, that individual shall attend a joint

orientation session as a condition of eligibility —priroer—to—
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BEFORE recei pt of famly independence assistance. After
conpletion of the orientation, the individual and the famly
i ndependence agency shall develop the famly's social contract in
accordance with section 57e. If all eligibility criteria are
met, the famly i ndependence agency shall provide famly indepen-
dence assistance to the famly for not nore than 2 nonths.

(2) —By—the—end— UPON THE EXPI RATI ON of 2 nonths foll ow ng
the orientation session described in subsection (1), the famly
i ndependence agency shall review the individual's conpliance with
the social contract. —+H—theitntvidual—has+fattetdto—cooperate
wHth—work—F+rst——the— THE INDIVIDUAL'S famly is ineligible for
—further— fam |y i ndependence assi stance UNLESS THE | NDI VI DUAL
HAS COOPERATED W TH WORK FI RST OR, | F APPLI CABLE, HAS PERFORMED
COVWUNI TY SERVI CE ACTIVITIES. If the individual fails to cooper-
ate with any other social contract requirement, the famly inde-
pendence agency shall inpose penalties under section 57g. |If the
i ndividual is conplying wwth the social contract, the famly
i ndependence agency and the recipient shall revise the social
contract if necessary and the famly i ndependence assi stance
group shall continue to BE ELI G BLE TO receive famly indepen-
dence assistance so long as the recipients neet famly indepen-
dence assi stance programrequirenents.

Sec. 57e. (1) Each famly receiving famly independence
assi stance shall execute a social contract outlining the respon-
sibilities of nenbers of the famly i ndependence assi stance
group. The social contract shall be developed jointly by the

famly i ndependence agency and the adult fam |y nenbers and shal
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identify conpliance goals that are to be nmet by nmenbers of the
famly i ndependence assistance group. The social contract shal
reflect the individual needs and abilities of the particul ar
famly, and shall include at least all of the follow ng:

(a) The obligation of each adult and each child aged 16 or
ol der who is not attending el enmentary or secondary schoo
full-time to participate in work first unl ess exenpt under sec-
tion 57f.

(b) The obligation of each m nor parent who has not com
pl et ed secondary school to attend school.

(c) The obligation of each adult to engage in at |east 20
hours per week of enployment, work first activities, education or
training, community service activities, or self-inprovenent
activities.

(d) The obligation to cooperate in the establishnment of
paternity and the procurenent of child support, if applicable.

(e) The obligation of a recipient who fails to conply with
conpliance goal s due to substance abuse to participate in sub-
stance abuse treatnment and submt to any periodic drug testing
required by the treatnent program

(f) Any other obligation the famly independence agency
determ nes is necessary to enable the famly to achieve
i ndependence.

(2) Beginning 6 weeks after the birth of her child until the
child is 3+menths— 1 YEAR old, the fam |y independence agency
may permt a nother exenpted fromwork first under

section 57f(3)(d) to receive instruction in parenting, nutrition,
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and child devel opnent as fulfillnment of her social contract
obl i gati on under section (1)(c).

(3) The fam |y independence agency shall nonitor each
famly's conpliance with the social contract. |If the famly
fails to conply with the conpliance goals set forth in the social
contract, the famly independence agency shall inpose penalties
under section 57g.

(4) IN THE CASE OF A RECI PI ENT I NVOLVED I N COMUNI TY SERVI CE
ACTIVITIES, THE FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE ACGENCY SHALL NOT CONSI DER THE

LOSS OF APPROVAL OR ELIGBILITY OF A COWUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCY OR
OTHER ENTI TY UNDER THE COVMUNI TY CONSERVATI ON CORPS ACT AS A VIO
LATI ON BY THE RECI PI ENT OF THE SOCI AL CONTRACT.

Sec. 57f. (1) The famly independence agency shall enter
into an agreenment with the M chigan jobs comm ssion in order to
facilitate the adm nistration of work first. The famly indepen-
dence agency shall make information on the program available to
the | egislature.

(2) Except as otherwi se provided in subsection (3), every
menber of a famly independence assistance group shall be
referred to and shall participate in work first. |If a recipient
has cooperated with work first but the work first agency deter-
mnes that a job is not available, the recipient may enroll in a
programthat is specifically job-related and of no nore than 2
years' duration that is offered by a college or university, com
munity college, state-licensed vocational or technical education
program or state-licensed proprietary school. |F THE RECI Pl ENT
HAS COOPERATED W TH WORK FI RST BUT THE WORK FI RST ACGENCY
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DETERM NES THAT MORE JOB SKILL TRAINI NG | S NEEDED, THE RECI Pl ENT
MAY ENROLL | N A WORKFORCE SKI LL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM APPROVED BY
THE WORK FI RST AGENCY. The particular activities in which the
recipient is required or authorized to participate, the nunber of
hours of work required, and other details of work first shall be
devel oped by the M chigan jobs comm ssion and the fam |y i ndepen-
dence agency and shall be set forth in the recipient's social
contract.

(3) The follow ng individuals are exenpt fromparticipation
in wrk first:

(a) Achild under the age of 16

(b) Achild aged 16 or older, or a mnor parent, who is
attendi ng el enentary or secondary school full-tine.

(c) An individual who is working a m ni mum nunber of hours
determ ned by the famly i ndependence agency to be necessary to
nmeet federal requirenents.

(d) The nother of a child under the age of —3—wonths— 1
YEAR.

(e) An individual aged 65 or ol der.

(f) A recipient of supplenental security incone, social

security disability, or nedical assistance due to disability or

bl i ndness.

(g) An individual suffering froma physical or nenta
i npai rment that neets federal supplenental security inconme dis-
ability standards, except that no m ninmumduration is required.

(h) The spouse of an individual described in subdivision (f)

or (g) who is the full-tinme caregiver of that individual.
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(i) A parent or caretaker of a child who is suffering froma
physi cal or nental inpairnment that neets the federal supplenental
security incone disability standards, except that no m ni mum
duration is required.

(J) AN I NDI VI DUAL PARTI Cl PATI NG AT LEAST 10 HOURS PER WEEK
I N COVWUNI TY SERVI CE ACTI VI TI ES UNDER THE COVMUNI TY CONSERVATI ON
CORPS ACT I F THE | NDI VI DUAL HAS COOPERATED W TH WORK FI RST AND | S
EMPLOYED OR ENROLLED I N A VOCATI ONAL, EDUCATI ONAL, OR WORKFORCE
SKI LL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM FOR AT LEAST 10 HOURS PER W\EEK.

(4) I'n addition to those individuals exenpt under subsection
(3), the famly i ndependence agency nmay grant a tenporary exenp-
tion fromparticipation in work first, not to exceed 90 days, to
an individual who is suffering froma docunented short-term
mental or physical illness, limtation, or disability that

severely restricts his or her ability to participate in enploy-

ment or training activities. An individual with a docunented
mental or physical illness, limtation, or disability that does
not severely restrict his or her ability to participate in

enpl oynent or training activities shall be required to partici-
pate in work first at a medically perm ssible |evel

(5) An individual is not disabled for purposes of this sec-
tion if substance abuse is a contributing factor material to the
determ nation of disability.

(6) THE FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE AGENCY SHALL ENTER | NTO AN
AGREEMENT W TH ANY COVMUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCY OR OTHER APPROVED
ENTI TY UNDER THE COVMMUNI TY CONSERVATI ON CORPS ACT FOR THE
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PROVI SI ON OF COWLUNI TY SERVI CE ACTI VI TI ES FOR RECI Pl ENTS REQUI RED
TO PERFORM SUCH ACTI VI TI ES PURSUANT TO A SOCI AL CONTRACT
Enacting section 1. This anendatory act does not take
effect unless Senate Bill No. or House Bill No. _

(request no. 03130'97) of the 89th Legislature is enacted into

| aw.
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