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HOUSE BILL No. 5015

July 8, 1997, Introduced by Reps. DeHart, Curtis, Bogardus and Schermesser and
referred to the Committee on Health Policy.

A bill to anmend 1994 PA 358, entitled
"An act to rePuIate t he possession of ferrets; to provide for the
licensing of ferrets; to provide for requirenents for inportation
and rabies control procedures for ferrets; to provide for the
powers and duties of certain governnmental entities; to prescribe
pe?algles and provide renedies; and to repeal acts and parts of
acts,
by amendi ng section 2 (MCL 287.892).

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 2. (1) A person shall not own or harbor a ferret over
12 weeks of age unless the ferret has a current vaccination
agai nst rabies with an approved rabi es vaccine adm nistered by a
veterinarian, except that rabies vaccinations are not required
for research ferrets kept at research facilities registered pur-
suant to the public health code, —Aet—No—368—-0f+thePublic—Acts
of —19+8—betrnrg—sections 33311061+t 3332521+of theMechigan
Cotrptted—taws— 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.1101 TO 333. 25211
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(2) A person who owns or harbors a ferret that has bitten
scrat ched, caused abrasions or contam nated with saliva or other
infectious material an open wound or nucous nenbrane of a human

being shall report the incident within 48 hours to the county

—ptbt+€— heal th depart nent.
(3) —Apersoen—who—owns—or—harbors— |F a ferret —t+hat— has

potentially exposed a person or other animal to rabies by biting,
scratching, causing abrasions, or contam nating open wounds or
mucous nenbranes with saliva or other infectious material, THE
COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT shall handle the ferret in accordance
wi th current published guidelines of the centers —ef— FOR di sease
control and prevention. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE A COPY COF
THE CURRENT GUI DELI NES TO EACH COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT.

(4) A person who owns or harbors a ferret shall produce
proof of a valid rabies certificate signed by a veterinarian for
the ferret upon request of a | aw enforcenent agent or animal con-

trol officer or the director.
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