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HOUSE BILL No. 5540

February 4, 1998, Introduced by Reps. Crissman, Hammerstrom, Goschka, Dobb, Bodem,
Godchaux, Brackenridge, Middleton, Johnson, Gilmer, McManus, Basham, Gubow, Martinez,
Galloway and Scranton and referred to the Committee on Health Policy.

A bill to amend 1953 PA 181, entitled
"An act relative to investigations in certain instances of the
causes of death within this state due to viol ence, negligence or
ot her act or omssion of a crimnal nature or to protect public
health; to provide for the taking of statenents frominjured per-
sons under certain circunstances; to abolish the office of coro-
ner and to create the office of county nedical examner in cer-_
tain counties; to prescribe the Pomers and duties of county nedi-
cal examners; to prescribe penalties for violations of the pro-
visions of this act; and to prescribe a referendumthereon,™
by anmendi ng section 5a (MCL 52.205a) and by addi ng section 5b.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 5a. (1) —When— IF a child under the age of 2 years
dies within this state under circunstances of sudden death, AND
THE cause | S unknown, or IS found dead, AND THE cause | S unknown,
—that— THE death shall be immediately reported to the county ned-
i cal exam ner of the county —wheretrn— IN WH CH t he —body—++es

wheretpori— | NCl DENT THAT RESULTED | N THE DEATH OCCURRED.
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(2) SUBJECT TO SECTIONS 5 AND 5B, UPON RECEI PT OF A REPORT
MADE UNDER SUBSECTION (1), the county nedi cal exam ner shal
i nformthe —parents— PARENT or | egal —guardians— GUARDI AN of the
child that —t+hey— HE OR SHE nmay request an autopsy perfornmed on
the child. ——+the— THE costs of —whieh— AN AUTOPSY PERFCORVED PUR-
SUANT TO SUCH A REQUEST shall be borne by the state. An autopsy

request ed by —the—parents— A PARENT or | egal —guardians— GUARD AN
UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON shal |l be PROWPTLY arranged —foe+— by the

county medi cal exam ner. —and—theparents—or—tegat—guardians— THE
COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER shal | —be— pronptly —snetif+ed— NOTI FY THE
PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDI AN of the results of —that— THE aut opsy.

(3) The COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER SHALL REPORT THE costs of
t he autopsy perfornmed under this section —shatH—be—+eported— to
the —state— director of —publ+e— THE DEPARTMENT OF COVMUNI TY
heal th, who shall pay the —aeecetnt— AMOUNT OF THE COSTS to the
person entitled —thereto— TO PAYMENT out of funds appropriated
for this purpose by the legislature. The DI RECTOR OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF COVMUNI TY HEALTH SHALL DETERM NE THE reasonabl eness and

propriety of all clainms and accounts under this section. —shat

(4) TH S secti on —shatH—be—construed—as—tnterfertag—wth—
DCES NOT AFFECT the OTHER duties and responsibilities of the

county nedi cal exam ner —as—defHtned—+n—-other—sectt+ons—oef— UNDER
this act.

SEC. 5B. (1) IF THE COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER PERFORMS AN
AUTOPSY UNDER SECTION 5 OR 5A ON A CHI LD WHO DI ED AS DESCRI BED I N
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SECTI ON 5A(1) TO DETERM NE THE CAUSE OF DEATH, AND | F THE PARENT
OR LEGAL GUARDI AN OF THE DECEASED CHI LD DI SAGREES W TH THE COUNTY
MEDI CAL EXAM NER S DETERM NATI ON OF THE CAUSE OF DEATH, THE
PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDI AN MAY APPEAL THE DETERM NATI ON, PURSUANT
TO THI S SECTI ON.

(2) A PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDI AN DESCRI BED I N SUBSECTI ON (1)
MAY REQUEST A CHI LD FATALI TY REVI EW TEAM AUTHORI ZED FOR ANOTHER
COUNTY BY THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNI TY HEALTH, AS DESCRI BED I N
SECTION 7 OF THE CH LD PROTECTI ON LAW 1975 PA 238, MCL 722.627,
TO REVI EW THE CHI LD S DEATH, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TG,

REVI EW NG THE RESULTS OF THE AUTOPSY PERFORMED BY THE COUNTY MED-
| CAL EXAM NER.

(3) UPON RECEI PT OF A REQUEST UNDER SUBSECTION (2), A CH LD
FATALI TY REVI EW TEAM SHALL | NVESTI GATE AND REVI EW THE CHI LD S
DEATH. THE COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER WHO CONDUCTED OR ORDERED THE
AUTOPSY ON THE DECEASED CHI LD SHALL COOPERATE FULLY W TH THE
CH LD FATALITY REVI EW TEAM | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIM TED TGO, PRO
VI DI NG THE MEMBERS OF THE CHI LD FATALI TY REVI EW TEAM W TH ACCESS
TO ALL RELEVANT RECORDS RELATED TO THE CH LD S DEATH AND TO THE
RESULTS OF THE AUTOPSY.

(4) IF THE FINDI NGS OF THE CH LD FATALI TY REVI EW TEAM UNDER
SUBSECTI ON (3) ARE | NCONSI STENT W TH THE FI NDI NGS OF THE COUNTY
MEDI CAL EXAM NER, THE CHI LD FATALI TY REVI EW TEAM AND THE COUNTY
MEDI CAL EXAM NER SHALL EACH FORWARD THEI R RESPECTI VE FI NDI NGS AND
ALL RELATED RECORDS AND OTHER EVI DENCE TO THE CH EF MEDI CAL OFFI -
CER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COVMUNI TY HEALTH.
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(5) THE CH EF MEDI CAL OFFI CER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COVMUNI TY
HEALTH OR H S OR HER DESI GNEE SHALL REVI EW THE MATERI AL FORWARDED
UNDER SUBSECTI ON (4), AND THE CH EF MEDI CAL OFFI CER SHALL MAKE AN
| NDEPENDENT DETERM NATI ON OF THE CAUSE OF DEATH. THE DETERM NA-
TION OF THE CH EF MEDI CAL OFFI CER MADE UNDER THI S SUBSECTION I S
FI NAL AND SHALL BE LI STED AS THE CAUSE OF DEATH ON THE CHI LD S
DEATH CERTI FI CATE

(6) THE COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER, THE CHI LD FATALITY REVI EW
TEAM AND THE CHI EF MEDI CAL OFFI CER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COVMUJ-
NI TY HEALTH SHALL PERFORM THEI R RESPECTI VE DUTI ES UNDER THI S SEC-
TI ON PROWPTLY, SO THAT THE DEATH CERTI FI CATE CAN BE COMPLETED
W THOUT UNDUE DELAY. | F A REQUEST FOR REVI EW UNDER THI S SECTI ON
| S MADE AFTER THE DEATH CERTI FI CATE HAS BEEN COMPLETED, AND I F
THE CHI EF MEDI CAL OFFI CER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COVMUNI TY HEALTH
DETERM NES THAT THE CAUSE OF DEATH | S DI FFERENT THAN THE CAUSE OF
DEATH STATED ON THE DEATH CERTI FI CATE, THEN THE DEATH CERTI FI CATE
MAY BE AMENDED AS PROVI DED I N PART 28 OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH CODE
1978 PA 368, MCL 333.2801 TO 333. 2899.
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